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TO 
THE RIGHT 
WORSHIPFVLL, 


Sir Abraham Dawes, 
Oneof his MAItESTIES 


chiefe Farmers of 
His Cuſtomes : 


And to the Vertuous 
Lap y his Witc, 


WORTHY Sir, 
+22 6x.) Hough the outward 
TN Title of this booke 
A ſeeme to carry r0 
9 coreſpondence with 
WLzZ the Patron , bein 
altogether to rowſe men from idle- 
neſſe, and your ſelfe ſo approoucd 
for your Enowne induſtry : Tet if 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 


308 piexſe to enter into the pur- 
poſe of the Authour , which was to 
awaken 1's ( who are in that kind 
all Sly gards ) from our d omyunes 
in Gods ſeruice, te more Diuine 
and Herurnly contempl/ations , 1 
make n» doubt , but that therein 
109 mill acknowledge that no man 
can bre too laborioms : For that 
wh.ch i done lowly (the Prozerbe 
aith) is ſeldome done willingly : 
and the greateſt incouragement 
to labour , is the hope of a great 
and good reward, of mhich you 
neede not doubt , ſince that as hee 
who viglefteth, rep'meeth , (0 bre 
that endeauourethataineth + And 
for that I haue preſumed to ſelef 
10ur Worſbip to the Patronage of 
thu worke, I had ſeuerall induce- 
ment to put wpon me ſuch bold. 
meſle : Firſt, your bnorne Terfrues, 
hich though they bre but (oiour- 
ners On earth, yet ſhall one day 
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mike you 4 Citizen of Heauen , 
next, in regard my 
one well lnonme to you and Y 
Vert wow Lady af wife , 
makes mee confident y0u will net 
d-(piſe this poore ſeruice , preſen- 
red by his ſonne;, who as hee hath 
alwayes beene an admirer of your 
goodneſſe , ſo is ſtill a deprer of the 
increaſe of your graces 5 And 5 
hee wiſbeth you all earths felici- 
ties whileſt you are amongſt ts 
here ; ſo hee prayeth for your eter- 
nal happineſſ e when you are taken 
from ws hereafter. Euer remai- 
ning 


Yours, 


Tonah Man, 
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ENT TERNARY: 


= 


To the vnderſtanding 


Reader. 


Conrteors Read A 
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proutded remi- 
=_ _ 
© dics for all diſea- 


N 


one ſo offenſiue to the body , or 


. . . « ' 
; pretudiciall rothemind, as this | 


:malady of 1dleneſſe : When the 
; body 15 diſtempered , hee hath 
ordained the Phiſician to m1- 


F520 D in his great 
F; -F goodneſſe, hath 


' 


ſes, of what na-| 
zure ſocuer, neither is there any 


;nifter Cordialls to recouer It; 
[when the minde is diſtracted, 
hee bath appointed the Prea- 
cl:ers of his Word and Goſpel, 


;toapp!y comforts to refrefh it, 


| 
| 
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the one for Temporall health, 
the other for Spirituall ſaluari- 
on : This ſinne of /{oth 15 a poy- 
ſon apt to infect both : If then 
thy mind be drowſie, here is a | 
Booke to keep thee from fleepe; | 
If thy ſoule bee ina dull lethar- | 
vie, here is S, Peters Cocke to 
continue thee awake,and to pur ! 
thee in mind of the Trumpers 
laſt ſound ; vouchſafe IT intreate 
chee the peruſall of this ſhort | 
Tracate, and I inake no queſti- 
on bur if the reading thercof } 
may ſeeme pleaſing , to the vic 
and application may proone 
profitable : VV hat ſhall I fur- 
ther ſay > Awake then Sluogard : 
And ſo though thy maſter ſhall 
come like a thiete in the night, 
hee ſhall not find thee fleeping, 
but as broad on at M1d- 
night, as at Mid-day. 
Thine, R. I. 


The T exts. 


Prouer. 6. ver. 6, 7» 8, 9, JOzTr, 
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6 Goe ro the Pilmire or Emor, | 
O Sluggard, behold her wayes, 
and bee wiſe : 

7 For ſbee having no guide, go- 
wernour; nor ruler, 

8 Prepareth ber meate in the 
Summer , and gathereth her 
foode in harueſt, 

g How long wilt thou ſleepe O 
Sluggard £ When wilt thou a-| 
riſe out of thy ſleepe # 

10 Tet alittle ſleepea little ſlum- 
ler, a little folding of the 
hands to ſfleepe. 

11 Therfore thy powerty commeth 
as one that trauaileth by the 

ray, and thy neceſſitie like an 

4 an. 
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N the five for- 

Ya MCT verſes , the 
vw holy Ghoſt bath 

» condemned haſti- 
POgqH® nclc. and vnadui- 

ſed raſhneſſe, as 

of ſureriſhip, a 

of many men. Int 


B negligent 


— 
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| 


negligent flothtu'!nefle;or floth- 
full negligence, another ex- 


treame, contrary to the former, | 
and no whit intcriour in danger |; 


vnto the former. And betwcenc 
both he requireth in all che chil- 
dren of God, an aduiſed dili- 
gence in all the wayes of their 


calling, roſhew that the way of 


a Chriſtian is to make an cucn 
courſe berweene ſo many rockes 
and danyers, as hee is on both 
ſides beſet withall, and alwayes 
to ſai'e by the Carde and Com- 
paſſe of Gods word, the Spirit 
of God ſitting as Pilot at the 
helme, to dire the courſe by 
the ſame , leſt otherwiſe , exther 
vpon the rockes of raſhneſle and 
vaine-glory, or vpon the ſands 
of ſlothfulneſſe and negligence, 
hee ſuffer ſhip-wracke of body 
and ſoule before he need , or be- 
fore he would. 

The 
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The matter of theſe verſes is 
mn gcnecrall, a diſkvaſion from 
idlene fc and negligence * Idle- 
nefſe for want of ac alling, and 
negligence in a mans cal[ing,arc 
the Princ ipall things w hich the 
Spirit of God here dealeth a- 


c— —— 


gainſt , perfivading alfo to faith- | 
full diligence, by the example of } 


a 11lic creature,the Piſmire. But 
more particularly rhefe pointes 
are in theſe verſes to bee con- 
1dered of ; Firit, the Sluggards 
Schoole-maſter, and his leſſon 
that hee muſt learne, in the 6, 
7,8, verſes: Then the Sluggards 
examination in the 9g, verſe : 
Then Is anfwere in the 15. 
verſe : And laſtly his tudgemment 
inthe 11. verſe. 


—_— 
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And this text may be called 

. _ o 1 ' 

The Renſing of the Sluonard , de- | 
cauſe it hath to deale with one 


that is faſt affeepe, and there- 


_ 


| fore commeth to awaken = 


The Ronſjang of the Slugrard. 


| by all the meanes he can deuile, 


= — — — 


as it were by calling , pulling, 
and hallowing , and pinching, 

and terrifying, as if hee v ould 
rot leave bim till he had awake- | 


| 
ned him, if hee will be awakc-| 


| ned: For firſt he perſiv aderth hin | 
| by the example of the Piſmare, 


= 


to ſhame him withall : Then he | 
dc barcth the matter with him 
tOknow how long, be wall fleepe, ( 
toffee if that wi awake him: 
And thcn hce thewerh him his| 
nature and propertic, to fee if 
that will awaken him: And then 
{ceing hee will not awake, hee 
ſhewerh him the dan; ve! of Ir, 
and i hc leaueth him : And thc 
ſame courſe will I rake. 

Burt for as much as euery man 
confifterh of ewo parts, U!Z, bo- 
dy, and foule, bo:h which arc 
iN timc tO bee prauided for ,and 


of . 
P " 
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Solomons Care Was 25 well tor the 
one, as for the other : Theretore 
wee will ſet downe two forts of 
Sluggards todeale withall. The 
Sluggard remporall, and the 
Sluggard fpirituall : For fone 
re Sluggards tor the boalv, and 
ſome arc Sluggards for the 
ſoule. Of Sluggards temporal! 
which neglect the things of this 
Itevee may allo fet downe two 
forts, either ſuch as live with 

CUT 471) C WVASTETL » Of fuch as linc 
neghigontly in theircalling. Of 
Sluggards f;:ricuall likewife, I 
before the PiGwuire: Firft, thoſ 

that hauc no care art all to vic 
X 


health , but luc as though they 
had no foules to faue : Then 
thoſe that vic the meanes of 
their faluaritn but coldlv, and 


{umimon evi t) forts ro appcare | 


Meencs of their forles 


ol , Farvory I | 
negligenty, driuing oft all ro 
7 


> ts <S——nom man 


| 


| 
| 
| 
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ara is, open 


The Ro: wang of the Slugs U ard, 


| the laſt caſt, thinke that it i not | 
| yer time to make their proui- 
' fion. And firſt of the Sluggard 
temporall, | 
Goe to the Piſmire , Fc. The 

Sluggard 1s hcre ſet to (chon!e | 
with a very f1mple Schooioma- | 
| ſter, and yet able to tcact: the | 
| Slugy oard Wiſedome, it be will! | 
| take th e payncs to bel: old he 
| wayes, that 1s, toconſ{ider well 
| of the order and manner o! her 
| lining, and to apply rhe ſame vn- 
tolumſiclte, Whereby we may 
Icarne firſt that 1dle-bodics and 
ſlow-bellics which line withour | 
a calling, or negh1gently in they 
calling, arc nor {<) wile, _ 
therfore neither ſo prot it ble. 
the filly Pipmire is. Tor (hee 18 
wiſc tohelpe her ſelfe, by ma- 
king ready her prouifion 1n 
time : The Sluggard hath no 
WW iſedome nor care to | cIpc 
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himſelfe, nor to fave any thing 
{-/ | thathe hath. Now he that hath 
uu care to helpe himſelfe, for 
whom will he care > Hee that T 
vnprofitable ro himſelfe, to 
-| | whomwill hee bee profitable ? 
Hee that will not till his owne 
| ground, whoſ: ground will hee 
| till > Hee that will nor labour 
for him{c!te, for whom will hee 
 Iabour > For cuery man natural- 


ly 1s gtacen tO belrpe himfſclte, | 


and to prouide for himfelte : 
' Therefore it tve:ncth that SIug- | 
gards and 1d1c-packes arc vnna- 
|tarall, and monſters in nature. 
| And ky erctore ought ro have no | 
place in nature, chat is, amongſt 
men or beaſts , becauſe they are 


or beaſt, bee the one neuer fo 
ſimple, and the other nener (© 
flthie. For the beaſt is ſtill in 
in his kind, cuen to the very 


' 
| 
| 
| 


| 


not {o profitable 4s either man | 


| 8 
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Piſmire Or Exact but the Slug-| 
gard 15 out of Lind. And there- 
tOre the Apoſtle warneth the 
Theſſalonians , that 1t any a- 
mongſt them were able roworke 
and would not workc , they 
ſhould not cate ; to ſhew that 
Ale perſons are not worthy to 
ue; his reaſon 1s, becauſe rhe 

be 11 ordinate! livers, and worke| 
g0t at all, bur arc buſte-bod es, | 
that 15,they liuc our of all order, 
nterm edling with othcr mens 
buſincſle, bur alton 7ether neg- 
Icing their owne dutics. Su ch 
arc thoſe wanton widowes and 
prat! IINT O£ £ols1ps , 07 w] C31 I 4 C 
Avoſtle "ſpeaketl, iN another 
place, hich line ir pleaſure, that 
IS, they lOuc NO! 1O Lake any 
paines for their l1mng , now 
heare the Apoſtles wdgement 
ot them : Tricy that line in plea- 


ſure ( faith hee ) are dead whit: 


The firſt Sermon, ) | 


| they line : That is, they are vn-| 
profitable romen, and as good 

| dead as aliue, and better tOo : | 
/ a} | Forwhilethcy lined many wer: 


TKC | the orle, no man rhe better tor | 
Dey) jthem: Burwhen they bee dead, 
ati: ' they hurt no body:Belides thar, 


the wormes or fonthing cle, 
| doe then feeu their fill vpon 
their carkaſſecwhich in their lite | 
| tlne ted vpon all other, bur fed | 
| LONG themiclucs. 
| Thcnaturall mas hath abho! 
| red K'cncs for W.AvLT Of calln £ ' 
alrhough bee had no light bui 
the livhe of naturc : Therefore 
when 10. pls brethren came by 
| fore Pharaoh . hee asked them of |. 
| what trade they were : tor tt was m7 we / 
| 1 very \nnaturall thing to bee 
Without a trade, that 15, waith- 
| Oat {ome ordinaric and lawtull | 
' kid of calling, cirher in rhe 
Church, or Common-wealth, 


| 
| 


, whereby a man may bee both 
| profital leto others, and _—P 
full rohimicltc. 

As the natural! man conde m-| 
ned It, {Odoth the Piſmire here 
1n our teytrife vp in zudgement 


gatnit the Sluggard whatſo-| 


ile : For the: Pawirg HO 1 ouide , £0- 
MCTFOT HOY Tt - dotþ «ater ber 


would ſhee Joe, 1f _ had a 
ence and coucrnour 2 &c, And 
what a ſi:ame js 5 to the 
florhfull perſon ( if he bee not 
paſt thame ) that hath both 
eudes, and gonernours , and ru- 
Jers, both to teach him and 
k.CC Pe him in order, beſides the 
venchr of reaſon and vuder- 
| ſtanding ; and yet for all theſe 
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ever h ce _ but eſpecially a-| 
eaſt Þ:17 that ſor want of a; 
trade Or © nc calling,is become | 
a Sluggard , and leaccth an idlc! 


| mWOat In Suwmer A (T . \\ hat | 


| 
[| 
| 
| 
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th © | meanes and helpes, which the | 
p- | | Piſmire wantetit, 15 C. Irelefle < f| 
, |: | his owne good > But hath the | 
1-| | PiſmireOr Ant 00 gv1Je, nor gO- | 
e| | termnour, w 11] fornc lay > How 15 | 
it then th at ſhee doth alwaves | 
keepe that wondertull orver,and | 
| [rake that marucilous trawuail, 
| | forher lining, withour breaking 
' Or alrering thereat > 'Torhis we 


> —— — — 


' : 

| | may anhwere, that her order 15 | 
"_ _ Cy* | - ' 2 'S. . LY $/ +1 . / 
#:% FN 4 W . ITUTTC. S* ITT. + ws 

| Imprinted in nature by Go 

| +I þ ' . ”—_ k, © 4 , | 
2 21 ., 14 19992 « $51 Lirik 1% To | 
4 _ and her cou r 
, [ ' = Tix) : . I1 : " 
FT T |? tice ( z | r | \ 


mighrmee, which extenderh: if | 
| felte tO man and beaſt, to a!! 

| things an Heaven, in arth - i 

the Sea, in Hell. ; we m all pla- 
ccs, and at all timcs, yea to th 
Piſmire. the Flie, thehaircs of | 
a4 mans hcad, the harres of eucry | 


= © , a / , . _ . "T0 
T be Rom wn? of £00 Slungard, 


f 
| 


| mans head m the worid, and! 
| finally rakech an account of} 
| enery haire vpon cucry mans] 
| bead, But as tor other helpes, 

{ and other guides, ang other go 
ucrnours, the Piſrire hath none: 
Man hath ſo much as (hee hath, 

| and more t0O by many degrecs : 


' = & » © (1 ' © l C 
I horctorc it man thall be found 


| 


more carciefte ; nav, it rot ten! 


3 
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 thonfand tmncs more carctull 
and paintull rhen the varcaton- 
EL . 
| ab'e cre.turces, he mult witly be 
COnNdonnmu JT] #34 of) | COorh CEN! 
Jemne him, the naturall man}! 
oth conTemne him . the bruit |! 
* nd 4 | "of 
Galt COrth condumne him . the! 
DUOTE 13 #HIIFTE doth Cond $9187 
. | : ' S£ ; 
im, and the whole courſe of 
ture COrh condemne him. 
' then gricuous, and mit muſt 
, Ti1at mans condemnation bee. 
. . x —_ 
that 1s cverounced and ratiticd 
by all. Therefore IN TM 200 20 
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the Pi! mire O Slus rard, bet »ld 
he er mayes, an dbeemiſ: : For ſhe 
haning n0 ouide, (Fc. 

There be ſoinc, Companions to 
Arhciſts, which pa ly through 
Ignorance, and P artly ___ ugh 
| pride of heart 7 for comme 
' they goe rozerher ) rhar i au. 
not Niucke to fine fault with the 
creating Of the Fiprire. the Flic, 
the Worme , and an infinite num- 
| ber O' creatures moe. and 2s it 
| were tO quarre!l] with God for 
; making of them, becauſe ( as 
they fay ) they canror ce to 
what pur} Ofc it: CY (cr oc, S)1 
what good they doe 1 "the 
world. Now for an anſwer tc 
thele wittic fellowes, , that wil! 
{er God to ſchoo'e, we may tel] 
them, that if theſe filly crea- 
rures ( whereat they are ſo often: 
de d)did no more 2c »I.ne LR3LYLY 
to more profitable in their 

VS 34 
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- thing bur find fault with God, | 


' dogs which barke at the Moone; 


—_— —  —  —— 


kinde, then idle- brain 1eS and 
luggith perſons be and ſuch as 
them elues bee, which doc no-! 


— — we. BY £4 


and his workes 1 nature, like 


world were rid of them , ſauing 
that God mult be glorified in 
his iucgements vpon them, if 
they rePcene nor, Or in has mercy, 
if it plealc him to worke their | * * 
coruerſion. 
Bur in the incane time, I de- 
mand of theſe cauyllers and 
quarrelers with God, what hurt | 
doth the Flie, &c > It is ſaid of | 
Arclles the cunning Painter, 
that hce did by Ar make the 
p1cture Ot a Flie ſitting vpon a 


It Were no great matter it the 


| mans face,ia ſuch artificiall and 


1vely manner, thar diners com- 


| ming to looke vpon the picture * 
| of the man, rooke the ſaid pain- 
| 


—— — TI_—_——— ———— _ ——— 
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red Flie tor a living Fe indeed, 
inſfomuch that one with his 
handkerchicfe ſtrooke at it, and 
od, z | thonghe to hane driven it away, 


S- but eould nor, which being per- | 
ceiued, they did oreatly w onde Ti 
atthe excellent cunning ot the | 
Painter, Bur what 1s Apell: 5to 


|. |the Almightic > Or who gauec 


n 
f him that cunning which hce | 
, had ? Did NOT Good > : Now .thall | 
[+ Ja painted Fl;e, which is co F/ze, 


ſcrue to ſer foorth the cunning 
and $111 of a man, and ſhall rot 
men much more rake occation 
by ſeeing a lining Flie, to praiſe 
the Lo-d , and towonder at his 
molt excel!cnt and vnſpcakeab!. 
Wiſedome and $kill, and por- | 
er, and glorv, which into a thing | 
of fo ſmall compaſſe and quan- | 
rite, hath pur ſuch var:ct:e of | 

| 

| 

| 


1oynrs and niembers in fich or: 
der and comlincfle .. with ſuch 
(i1t6 
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ſaute of djuers colours, ſach live-| 
lineſſe, nimbleneſſe, and fivift- 
neſſe, as a thouſand worlds arc | 
not able to match or make | 
the like vnto any part thercof > | 

If any man wonld know to | 
what vſc Froes, Graſhoppers, C at- | 
terpillers, and _ &c. lerue, | 
let him aske Pharaoh, and his 
Sahie&s of Egyrr, and the y will 
tell him, that as there bce many | 


| vies of them, lo one eſpeciall vic 


is, to puniſh wicked men by 
them , and when the Lord will, 
they ſhall bee 1s hoſte to ſub- 
due cucii the pride of the prou- 
deft. and ro make the ſtomeſt 
ro ltoope. 

Bur the PiPpnire, the Piſmire, 
wherefore is ſhe good >» Or what 
profit commeth by her, wall thc 


luzgiſh Atheiſt ſay, that had 
never any leiſure yet to perute 
the Proucrbes of Solomen > Oh | 

Gaith | 


The firſt $ ——_—_— 
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ſaith the Sluggard , wee reade 
that ſhee gathercerh her meate in 
Summer and Harueſt, &c. Bur 
what good doth ſhe elſe > Doth 
ſhee nothing bar gather mcate 
and deuoure it > Veritly no. 
That's enough for thee,O Slug- 
gard, to deuoure, and helpe 
none : For fo thou doeſt indeed. 
Orelſe there is no creature bur 
is profitable in ſome meaſure : 
The Sea ſwallowerh vp wharſo- 
cucr is caſt into ir, bur ver it 15 
profitable both in nouriſhing of 
Fiſhes, and carrying the Ships 
for the good of man. The Fire 
conſumeth all that is caſt into 
it, but yet it maketh a recom- 
pence with his heate : Which 1s 
ſo neceſſary, that no man can be 


ſaith hoe, ( ſayth So/omoen ) bur 
yet it is profitable in ſmother- 
ing cuill ſmells and fauours, 

C which 
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which elſe would annoy the li- 
uing : Yea they doe recciue the 
dead to their lodging , when no 
bodic durſt abide them within 
their doores, nor within their 
ſteeetes , nor within their walks, 


ro hauc a reſting place in Abels 


ie. 

Now, if idleneſſe and floth- 
fulnefle were but halfe ſo profi- 
table as the ſca,which yer drow- 


the Fire, which ſpareth neither 
Houſe nor Citie : Or as the 
Graue, wherein is nothing bur 
ſtinke and rottenneſſe, yea, if 
they were not a thouſand times 
more hurtfull rhen any of theſe, 


nor within their fhelds , nor]: 
within their ſight, nor within] | 
their ſmelling : Like the carth |; 
which receiued Abels blood, | ' 
when it might not be ſuffered | : 


neth infinite numbers : Or as! | 


they might be more borne with- | 
all, | 


- 
/ 
: 
L 
( 
| 

| 


| 
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all, then now they can bee, or 
ought ro bee. 

Bur yet the Sluggard 15 not 
anſwered ; hee muſt needs know 


the other ſide , maruaileth what 
the idle Sluggard ſhould doe in 


the world. Ir is no maruaile 


way with the Piſmire of all 
other things : For many idle 
Schollers cannot away with 
the Schoole, nor their Schoole- 


Piſmire , becauſe hee is putto 
dome. For he counteth ita kind 
of diſgrace to his perſon, to be 


ſet to ſchoole at an Art-heape,or 


ſed the Lord wee ſee to go 


wherefore the Piſmire ſerueth; 
and what ſhee ſhould doe in the | 
World : And the Piſmire on | 


though the Sluggard cannor a-. 


| 


maſter ; no more can the Slug-. 
gard well digeſt the ſight of the 


Schoole with her to learne wiſe- 


at any body elſe : But £ it plea- | 


— — ——___— 
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| dc ng the pride ot men ,and dby 
| the viic and baſe things of this 


i.Cor.t, world (as S. paul ſairh) (0 CON- 


At. 
- 


found the mightic. Whar fay | 
many now adayes > They ſcorne 
' to learne their duric at the Prea 
|  Chers hand . or to be catechited, | 
| they will not ſo much bee aba- 
ſed and diſgraced, when thi 
| Lord knoweth rhey bee as blind 
; a3 becrlcs in thor duric both ro 
| God and man. Bur it men be 
ſoproud , that they w1ll not bee 
caught by t the Preacher of thc 
| w ord, nor be ſubieR to the M1- 

niſterie of their Paſtours , the 
Lord knoweth a way to humble 
them well cnough : Hee can 
rurne them out inro the held a 

mongſt the Ants, and Flics, and 
Graſhopper: . char they may ſee 
what manncr of ſchollers they 
arc, when ſuch rutors arc fct to 
teach them their leflon : As her 
$9:% 


| 


| 
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rurnc \ Nabucha a S247 QUT « t 
his Pallace mro the wildernetle. 
tom mcn to bealt« _ F 


| | monglt the beatts hoc had 


An 1d thins 


ned tokn ow humitcltc, 
wee may fee that the poore 1, 

wire can imnowile be waiting, 
if it be for nothing elſe, but to | 
rcach the Slugg ard \\' Ko nc. | 

Bb ld bc; waycrs , 47 1d bee wif | 

Heere wee are turthcr taught, 

that Wor ought co) behold tlic 
creatures , with duc conhderatt- 
on of their natures,and the won 
dertull \\ OTkKCS ot ( z id nm them, 
and that wee ought (5 to behold 
them, 15 tO be the bc *FIcT for bc 
holding them, and nor to be 
| ' as moſt are ) 
them , or vaine and curious dit 
purers ot them to no purpoſe, 


337T 4+} 


' 
ile gA7C ry \ PO} I! 


but tor oftentation of learning, | 


Or wit, &c. It 1s good to bee a 
naturall Philoſopher,bur it 15 bet 


IG 
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| ter tobe a Chriſtian Philoſopher 
' withall : That is, when by be- 
; holding and leaming the na- 
tures of the creatures , wee arc 
drawen necrer to the Creator, 
and raught to know our (clues, 
and our dutic t> God better 
then wee did. For this is truc 
NW iſedome, and true Wiſdome 
is true Philoſophie. Therefore | 
the Sluggard being ſent to the 
Piſmire to behold ber wayes, 


and foro get Wiſedome, what 


elſe is hee taught, but to be- | 
come a right Philoſoyher ? - 

that a man may learne Philoſo-! | 
phie in the Felds, by an Anr- | 
heape , if hee bath the Spirit of 
God; yea, as good as any A- 
riftetle can teach him in the 
Schooles,and better roo: For he 
goeth no farther then the cauſes 
of things, and tcacheth men tro 


reſt there, ſaying : Felix gui 


_ —_ _ 


- 
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poruit rerum cognoſcere cauſas © 
That is, happinefſe ſtandeth 
in the knowledge of naturall 
things , and the naturall cauſes 
of naturall things. But Chriſti- 
ans haue learned out of the 
booke of God, te goe one ſtep 
beyond Ariſterle , and all that 
are but meere naturalls, and 
that is , not onely to ſearch out 
the cauſes and qualities of the 
creatures ( wherein indeede S9- 
lomon did excell, for he diſputed 
of all things, from the Hyſope 
that ſprings out of the wall, ro 
the Cedar in Libanws) bur then 
further to make vſe of the ſame, 
and our of encry thing to learne 
ſomthing, whereby they may 
either correct their manners , or 
bee more confirmed in the pro- 
uidence of God, or be ſtirred vp 
to the doing of their duty to 
Godand man, or to bee more 


1, King.4. 
3. 


3 


| 24 The Ronſing of the Slug gard. 


—— 
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humbled in themſelues, or to 
magnife the name of God for 
his Wiſecome, for his power, 
and for his goodneſſe, &c. 
Such a Philoſopher was Dauid : 
When I behold the Heauens ( ſaith 
hee ) even the workes of thy fin- 
gers, the Moone , and the Starres 
which thou haſt ordained, what us 
man ſay 1, that theu art mindfull 
of him, or the ſoxne of man that 
thou wiſueeſt him 7 

There 1s nocreature Of God 
in the world , but that man may 
learne ſome what out of the 
lame, and profit by it, to the 
amendment of his life. The rca- 
{on 15 , becauſe all the creatures 
ot God doe ſerue their Creator 
in that courſe and kind wherein 
they were firſt created, onely 
men are the ſinners in this 
world, and hauc forſaken their 
hrſt eſtate, and arc become vn- 


| 


The firſt Sermon. 


wee (peake of dutifulneſle ro 
our {uperiours, wee may learne 
it of rhe Oxe, and the Aſſe : For, 
The Oxe knowerth bis owner (faith 
Eſay ) andthe Aﬀſe his Magters 
ib, but Ifrael hath not knonwne, 
my people hath not *: nder ſtood. If 
{wee ſpeake of louingneſle and 
| kindnefſe berweene Man and 
| Wife, enery man may learne 1t 
of the Hind and Roe : For Solo- 

| mon willeth the Husband ry 
'the Wite to loue together as 
the lonins Hind and ple aſant Roe: 

[0 ſhew that rhere is not a- 
mongit all, fo much louc and | 


kind againſt their Creatour, If 


Elay.1.3 


kindneſſe , as they may learne | 


of the beaſt. If any man will 
| brag of his dilt rence and Paines 
taking , thc Piſmire 15 MOre 


' 


paintull chen hee. Againe , The | 


; Contes are not mickey. , yet they ! 


| | build in Rockes. 


Iro.4.19 
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Jerem. 8.7, 


| 


haue no King , yet goe forth all by 


bands : The Spider takes hold with | 


her hands, ard is in Kings Palla- 
cc. Againe, the Hans lere- 
mie faith, that the Storke, the 
Turtle , the Crane, and the Swal- 
low, are i ilf ul in their appointed 
times : But man [noweth not the 
Iudrements of the Lord, The! 
dog 15 1n his kinde more thank- 


full chcen man is. The Sca keep- 
cth his tides of cbbing and 
Fowing, inſt at the day and 
houre appointed, that a man 
may be bold to build vpon his 
comming,to ſhame thoſe which 
promiic much, but performe 


nothing , and to ſhew that vn- 


conſtant men of ther word may | - 


be taught by the Sea. As they | 
goc beyond vs in gloritying | 


their Creator, ſo doe they allo! 


farrc excell vs in many naturall 


guſts, or qualitics of the body, 
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which make men forget them- 
ſclaes : The Horſe in i{trength : 
The Koz in ſiviftneſle : The Lion 
in courage : The E.gle in light : 
The Dog in winding. Theſc and 
many moe beſides theſe, doe 
excell man in the naturall tacul- 
ties and qualities of the body, 
And therefore to conclude this 
point, what cauſe 15 there that 
wee ſhould be fo proud of our 
ſclues, or any thing that wee 
haue , or can doe , ſceing as a!l 


the creaturcs in their kinde doe 
 excell vs, glorifying their Crea- 
| tOr better then wee dog,vca, and 

are appointed as Tutors and 
| Schoo!le-maſters to teach vs our 
| Cuties. 

Laſtly, wee may learne from 
hence, not tocontemne,and dif- 
daine, but with great reverence, 
and in the feare of God to vie all 
the creatures of God : Both for 


—_ 
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that th Icy feruc tOnotably to (ct 
th the glory of their Creator, 
14 


Io for that they arc ap- 
2O1Ttod totcach men their du- 


tics. Ot Lectures, lome rcade of 
- thing, and fome of another, 


11d arc reucrenced tor their la- 
Ar : Soine arc maintained 1n 
f_101CS and Vniucriti & : YOme 
by the Citic, ſome by the Vni 
rrhty ome Dy Noole-menand 
wn by the Prince, and there- 


foro arc called their Lectures, 


and arc f_ reacrenced and 


' 


rhc Z' 'uggards reader, but man! 
taincd ar the Lends colt and 


charges : Therefore ſhee may 


tbe difpiſed , bur the worke 
2 the Lord in her is tobce had 
IN 2:eat reucrence. For the works 
if the Lord are great ( faith the 
Pilalmiit ) and ought to be ſought 


TT: of all them # [nut them. 


4&4 irde. 4p Thc Piſmire here 'S | 
I- | 


| 


{ 
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[Yea His worke is beautifull 116 
| | glorious, and the ro for, 22% T9, 2rd. 


| be regarded. It 1s comme 0 
| (mall matt) to be the Philo 
phe Lecturer , Or thc Greek 
Lecturcr, or the Phijs be 1.efin 
cr, Or a reader in the Law : But 
1) reade F I.efturc Of \\ Tt 
dome, as the Ant doth, 1s more. 
becauſe Wiledome 1s aboud 
them all : That was the canf 
why thc Lneent Ot thu South 
| counted the {cruants « tf Solomon 
bleſied . becaulſc the\ WCTC IN 
| place continually to hcare the 
| Wiſledome of Solomen. Now. 
| when the preaching of rhe word 
{ cannot bee heard , winch 15 the 
| Lecture of all Lec cturc's. ind ca 
cheth onely truc VWitedome 
| Then the creatures are brought 
| fo Tth, both to humble men , and 
| tocondemne them. And furc- 
| ly theſe are better Lay-mens 
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Bopkes , then the Popiſh Ima- 


vp in Churches ; for they 


nothing bur folly and vaniue : 
But the creatures of God are 
not (o, and they teach men the 
trueth indeed , and out of eucry 
creature the ſpirituall man may 
learne ſome Heaucnly leflon : 
Therefore whereſocuer hee be- 
commeth, he is at ſchoole, both 
ar home, and abroad, at the 
Temple he learnerh Wiſdome, 
' and in the held, and cuery where 
hee ts learning-of ſomething, 
Now therefore to the Sluggard 
againe, Thou ſceſt thy Tutor, 
tis the Piſmire, her Schoole 
thou knoweſt is in the Fields, 
and Woods, all that goe to 
Schoole with her, mnt fit vpon 
the low fourme, euen the very 


— 


ground , and lower they cannot 


es, which Papiſts cauſed to]! 
ds 


were lying vanitics, and taught | | 


”" NN © Te 
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be ſer, and ſo low mult cucry | 
one fit that will goc to the P [ 
mires Lecture, tor (hee readerh | 
the right Philoſophie LeAure, | 
which will rtcach the hearers | 
thereof to be wiſe, and no man 
but the lowly man can be a wiſe 
man, Therefore O thou Slug- 
zard, whoſocuer thou bee, get | 
thee to ſchoole, know thy place, 
reuerence thy Reader, Learne 
her wayes, and thou ſhalt bee 
wiſe. And ſomuch for the ſlug- 
gards Schoole, his Schoole- 
maſter, and his Leſſon that hee 
muſt learne. 

But who are they that muſt | 
goe to the Piſmire > No man 
would willingly bee counted a 
Sluggard,no man with his good 
will would goe to ſchoole with 
ſuch a Maſter, nor fit fo low, it 
hee might chooſe : Bur if cuery 
one bee throughly well exami- 


ned 


-— 
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| ned vpon theſe two Articles , 

bout which the Holy Ghoſt | 
here maketh inquiſition, ( that |; 
is, 1, Whether any bee idle for 
want of a lawtfull calling : The 
next is, whether any bee negl1 
gent 1n his calling) it 15 to 


| feared, that the Piſmare ſhall | 


want no ſchollers. Burt whoarc 
they that are ſent to the Emmor? | 
Surcly God ſendeth all, diſpen- 
fing withnone that are gulric 
| in the former Articles, and re- | 
quireth of all the like I; 
that is in the Emmort. Now, 

that the Lord rtaketh Rich 
paines to diſſwade from flug- | 
giſhneſſe, wee may learne that 
our nature is prone to this | 
{loth: For wee would faine driuc 
off all our matters if wee could 
tell how , that wee might live 
at caſe, without care, to doe 


— 


what we liſt, and lleepe as long | 
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as wee hiſt, and this is the 
happineſſe of this life. And 
ſome would faine be in Hcaucn, 
becauſe they are loarh to endure 
any paine, or trouble, or labour, 
eſpecially for the tructh vpon 
carth, and this 15 but the Slug- 
gards wiſh. 

Wee doe iuſtly reprechend 
the Papiſts for that Monkiſh 
life that 1s amongſt them, ro 
live like Ermits , Monkes, Fri- 
ers, Nunnes, Chauntric Prieſts, 
Maſſe Prieſts,and Soulc Prieſts, 
and Hedge Prieſts, and a com- 
pany of Cloyſter-creepers be- 
des, which was moſt abomi- 
nable before God and man: For 
firſt, they caſt off all calling, 
and were no way profhtable , c1- 
ther in the Church or Com- 
mon-wealth : Then ſecondly.all 
helped them , bur they helped 
none : God ſhall not neede an 


| 
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to confure them, this poore 
lilly creature the Piſmire doth 
thametully reprooue them , and | 


Now , as this 15 common a-/ 


| monglt thoſe Cartterpillers , W | 


wee muſt take heede that this] 
be not in all of vs, for wee are: 
all roo Monkiſhly addidted.' 
| Now doe men of Trades deuifc 
| with chemſclucs how ro leaue 
| cheir panes, and to fit downe, 
| Or goe vp and downe , being 10 
| rooted 1n idleneſſe and ſloth, 
| that rhey know not which way 
ro put their hand , toany honeſt 
labour : theſc ac alſo ſent to 
the Piſmire to lcarne Wile- 
domc. 

Next vnto them, muſt 
Church-men haue a place on 


| the low fourme , which hh mill 


they hauc caught that fiſh chat 


| armic » of Doors or Councels|! 


[Now ſtrongly confurc them, | 


dw AMT -—- . 


they 
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they looked for , and then hang | Norees. 
vp the net. And no maruaile, [4cnrs, 
for their net (they ſay ) hit vpon 
a company of odde Steeples 
which lay in the bottome of the 
Riner, which they neuer looked 
for, nor thought of , and with 
haling of them vp, their nets 
were o pirteouſly rent and torne 
and ſpoiled , that they could ne- 
ver ith with them ſince to any 
purpoſe. Theſe alſo are ſent to | 
the Piſmire amongſt the idle | 
Sluggards , ro behold her mayer, | 
and to learne to beewiſe. | 

The vnlearned Miniſter ltke- RP 
wiſe, which hath made the Mi- [OE 
niſteric his laſt refuge, becauſe | 
he would linc at eaſe, hee muſt | 
£02 ro the Piſmire too : For if it 
ſhould be demanded of him , as 
Pharaoh demanded of 1efſephs 
| brerhren,, What trade or calling 
haue they > Whar muſt their an- 


D 2 {were 
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firerc be >» Forſooth,I was forc- 
time a Taylor, or a Cobler, 
ora Weaucr, Or a Gloucr, or 
an Oftler, or a Huntſ-man, or 
a Seruing-man, or a Player, 
but now I am a Miniſter, or a 
Curate, or for fault ot a better, 
the Booke-rcadcr of our Pariſh, 
for Preacher hee is none, that 1s 
tO0 painfull : Therefore goe ro 
the Prſmire O Sluggard, behold 
her wayes and beemiſe. That 1s, 
gine ouer the Miniſterie for 
which thou art ſo vnfit, and be- 
take thee tothy old occupation 
againe, and learne of thy tutor 
the Piſmire, tO take MOIe paines 
therein. 

Next, the negligent Miniſter 
mult goc along to the Piſmires 
Lecture. Such as at their firſt 
entring into the Miniſtery had 
good gifts , but afterwardes 
ue like wle-bellics, and be- 
; cray 
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tray the ſoules of Go1s people | | 
into the hands of the dewiltl. A- ; 
gainſt ſuch the Prophet E ſay ;.. 
(peaketh, when hee | ſaith Their 10,11, 
watchmen are all blind : They ane | 
no lnowledge : They are all dumbe | 
dove : They cannot barke: They lic 
and ſleepe, and delight inſlecpirs, 
And the Prophet Teremie fairh, 
Curſed 15 bee that doeth theworle 
of the Lard neolioently, There- | 
forc if theſe Sluggards will a- 
uoyd the curſc of "God, they | 
muſt of neceflitie goe to the 
Piſmire, and learne of her tobe | 
more painful and diligent in | 
the worke of the Lord : . therc is 
no remedy. 

The Magiſtrate alfo as wel il May! 
as the Miniſter, muſt goe to the utes. 
Piſmire, if hee bee lothfull and 
negligent in his Ofhce. For 
thev are called Paſtours, and | 
and Shepherds in the Scrip 
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ture, And therefore it 15 ſaid ot 
Danid, Thar hee fed the people of 
the Lord according to the ſimplici- 
tie of his heart , and guided them 
by the dif retion of his hands, The 
reaſon was , becauſe the Lord 
did choole bim, and take him 
| from the ſheepe-folds, for to 
| feede his people in Iacob, and 
| his inhcritance in Iſrael : By 
which Magiſtrates may fec 


they be hor in their owne mat- 
ects, like N aaman , who chafed 
| becauſe the Prophet would not 
come to him , when hee {cnt for 
him; and cold in Gods mat- 
ters, like Ely,who let his chul- 
dren doc what they liſt : Then 
are they guilty of no ſmall neg- 
ligence, and hce is herc reproo- 
he by this filly, yet diligent 
Cicaturce. Therefore O Slug- 


2iſh Magiſtrate whereſocucr 


what they ſhould doc, Bur if 
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or whoſocuer , goe to the Piſ: | 


mire, | 


There bee many Gentlemen Genile- 


alſo that mult bee {(chollers to 
this Schoole-matſter : For it 15a | 
common thing among it thent | 
toſay, Icanlwueof my lands; 
as though his lands were oncly | 
tohelpe him to live, making 
no matter how hee hue, or as 
though any man were borne ro 
himiclfe, and not to the ſocte- | 
tie and comfort of othcrs. And | 
what though they bec able to 
luc of their lands > Yet God ' 
abhorreth this udlencſlc , _ 
ſpending that they haue gotten, 
idlely, at t play and paſtimc. F 'or | 
when it ſhall be ſard voro them, 
Giue account of thy #tew ardſhip : 
How haſt rhou {pent that | 
which 1 lent thee > What will | 
they anſivere > T haue ſpent it in | 


play, ſhall they ſay. Andwall | 
* . 
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mcn, 
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this goe for payment; God pla- 
ced Adam in the Garden ot E. 
den, notto hue idlely, but to 
dreſſe it, and till it, &. Adam 
was as well ro Jiue as any 
Gentleman ( for then all was 
his) and yet hee was not 
mitrcd to liue idlely. Ler no 
Gentleman ſay, hee hath no cal- 
ling : Forall haue a calling. If 
hee hath no calling, hee may 
butic himiclfe in teaching his 
Scruants and Children to know 
God, as lolbua did : Or in vitt- 
ting "and rclicuing the poore 
and | diftre fled.in being an eye tO 
the blind, a Father to the Fa- 
theriefle, & ec. As lob was, 
And this 1s alſo for them 
thar ſpend their daycs and reuc- 
newes 11 voluptuouſeſſe and 
carnall delights, as at cards and 
lice, hunting and hawking and 
| bowling, ard dauncing , and 
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chambering , and wanronneſle, 

&c. Smoaking it our 1N excel- 
ſive pride of apparell, and ſpen- 
ding of other inens labours : 

Surely they muſt needes ro 
ſchoole. Therefore goe thou 
noble Sluggard, or thou gentle 
Sluggard, Goe ro the Piſmire, 
behold her wayes , and bee wiſe. 

A number of Citizens like- 
wiſe muſt bee ſent after the roſt 
of rheir fellowes, for that they 
have taken paines heretofore, 
but now fit downe, and ſtudic 
how to live idlely with their 
familics : Some by viury, and 
ſome by brokerage, the one is 
the deuill himfcltc, the other 
the denils huntſ-man : Some by | 
promoting, and ſome by cxtor 
tn, and all becauſe of a more 

caſe lite, that it may bec faid 
of them, as it is ſaid of Iſſachar, 
who ſcerng that caſe was o00d, 
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and the Land pleaſant, hee be-| | cc 
Gen.49. cameas 4 ſtrong Afe, couching| |w 
del downe betweene diuers burdens » | ar 
That is, hce gaue himlſelfe 10+ | C 
caſe, and ler all alone. Sorbele| | { 


Sp 
[1 


1 men pCerceuing, that calc iS! le 
good, and the gaine of viury| |a 
| and iniquity to be plealant,they 


f 
arc become very beaſts, and are} || 
conecnt to lie downe vader di- t 

£ 


| vers burdcns : That 1s, to let all 
their dutics bee vnpertormed, ( 
which they owe to God and the 
p Common-wealth. Now, for 
; that idlenefſc and lazines which | 
| 


f [hath drawcn them to lie a 
q Monkith lifc, this P:ſmire ſhall 
ſtand vp to giue judgement a- 
| gainſt chem, it they doe not the 
ſooner goe to her LeQture, and 
learnc to bee walcr, 
Befides all theſe, the Piſmire 
hath a great number of ſchol- 
lers mo, which if they ſhould 


” 
@'2s 


| The firſt Sermon. +» 


D— 


come alrogerher , the {choole 
would not hold chem, and they | 
are ſcattered abroad in enery | 
Countric, ſome in cuery ſhire, | 
ſome in every Towne, and 1n 
cuery Village, in cucry Faire 
and Market ſome, and in cuery 
Alc-houſc ſome, and vpon euery 
High-w ay ſome: And therefore 
the Piſmire hath ſer vp her 
Schoolc in cuery field, and in 
cucry wood , in euery paſture, 
in cucry lane, and in cucry high- 
way almoſt through the worls, 
that they might not miſcarry 
for want of teac hing. And the le 
bee idle Players, and Fidlers, 
and Kimers , and leſters, and 
Couſeners, and Alchouſe: hun- 
ters, and whore-hunters, and 
Tiplers, and Tof-pots, and 
Beare-wardes, and walking- 
matcs, with anumber of coun- 


terteit Souldicrs, and Pcdlers, 
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| and Tale-bearers, with a com- 
pany of pratling Goſſips, and 
a crue of Good-tellowes,betides 


and Retayners, that bee crept 
into Biſhops houſes, Noble 
mens houſes, Knights houles, 
and Gentlemens houſes, which 
for any great butines that many 
of them haue to doe, might very 
well intend it to goe to the 
Sluggards ſchoole. Now to c- 
uery one of theſe is this ſpoken : 
Goe to the Piſmire O Slurgard, 
&c. That is, vp and away to 
Schoole. Mecthinkes. I heare 
them all called art Schonle by 
their names, and ſome body 
anſwering tor them to exculc 
their abſence : Some ( ſaith he ) 
| I ſaw on the ſtage at mid-night, 
teaching yourh and ſcruants, 
| and all that came, how to play 
| the Couſener, the Lecher , the 


* * . . . 
legions of idle Seruing-men 
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Bawde, the Thiefe, the Trai- 
tor, and how to ſcorge and de- 
ride the Preacher, and Religion, 
and how to practiſe all kind ot 
impictie and wickedneſſe, and 
all co maintaine a poore lung, 
Some areat the Ale-houſes, ſet 
at Tables, that they cannor 
come yet : And beſides thar, 
they are (o filled with drinke, 
and ſo emptied of wit and rea- 
ſon, that if they ſhould bee 
brought co Schoole ( for come 
alone they cannot ) yet thev 
ſhould not bee able to learne 
any thing , for they would fall 
faſt afleepe at the Ant-heape be- 
tore the Piſmire, as they doe at 
Church before the Preacher. 
Then others were called : Burt 
an{were was made againe, that 
ſome are gone tO the Faire, and 


. ſome to Market to cut purſes, 


and ſome are keeping the Hie- 
wa 


———— — 
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way tO take mens Puries trom 
them, that they might not bee 
robbed before they come home: 
Some are at the Tauecrne, drin-, 
king with their friends + Some 
are ſtept aſide to diuide the 
ſpoyle, and therefore rhey can- 
nor come. 
Then another was called, and 
one anſwered for him and ſaid, 
#grotar, hee 18 ficke of the drop- 
fie, or laid of the new diſeaſe, 
called rhe French difeaſe , and 
{oO 1s ſhe rao, his beloued com- 
— yur Then others were cal- 
ed, and anſwere was made, that 
they would come, bur they can- 
nor : for ſome of them be 1n pri- 
ſon,and ſome bee art the Barre to. 
arfivere for themſclues , and 
ſome be faſt in the ſtockes, ſome 
bee vpon the pillory, ſome bee 
dancing about the market be- 
fore the whip, and therefore can- 
not 
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not come yet : and ſome are ex- 
ecuted at the gallowes,and ther- 
fore ncuer looke for their com- 
ming. So they were diſchar- 
ged, and others came 1n their 
ſtead. 

Now theſe wee ſee haue their 
excuſes when they arc ſent to 
Schoole : like the worldlings in 
the Goſpel, who ( berag called 
torhe feaſt ofvlte Galpe} Yeould 
not come , becauſe of their 
Farmes, or their Oxcn, or 
their Plough, or their Waues, 
or ſomewhat elſe, and therefore 
were ſhut out when they would 
haue come. And yer though 
they could not, that is, would 
not come to the Feaſt, the Feaſt 
was furniſhed with other gueſts: 
So though this crue of good- 
fellowes cannot, that 15, will not 
goe to the Piſmire, yet her 
Schoole is turniſhed with other 
Schollers. 


——— 
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Schollers. And the ſumme of 
all her reading is this, AZ that 
thy hand ſhat finde to de, doe it 
with all thy power: For there ts nei- 

ther worke, nor inuention , nor 

Enowledge, nor Wiſcdome 
in the grave, whithey 
thou goest, 


(*. #) 
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Re 5 this diligence 
and painetulnes 
© in the Piſmire| 
g docth reprooue 
thoſe that liuc 
idlely for want of a calling, and 
negligently in their calling : So 
doth it alſo ſpecially and gene- 
rally condemne all of vs for the | 
contempt of the Word, and the Contempr 
negle of the glorious meanes =—y 
of our faluation, which the Lened by 
Lord offcreth moſt kindly, and |<? 
gratiouſly vnto vs. Now is the |" 
market of our fpirituall fGode, 
and the harueſt of our ſoules, 

E wherein 
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whercin every one may and 
ought to proutde againft the! [ 
time of penurie. And that wee! | 


(ſho11ld nor thinke it a marter of |; 


Itbertie, God hath comman-| 
ded vs to redceme the time, that 
1-, tOranſome the time that wee! 


; have loſt, with ſome loſle of 
' pleaſure and profit, and caſe, 


| 


— —_ 


| way ours for a winke of ſleepe, 


ch.twee might not alwaycs bee 
behind hand, like bankeroupts 
in Religion. 

Burt wee fell away the time, 
and rructh and all, in ſtcad ofre 
deeming, it. And is not this 
worſe prophanenefſe t then that 
of Eſau £ For hee fold his birth- 


right for hunger : Wee ſell a- 


| 
' 
| 


or a game at Bowles, or Cards, 


or Tables, or any thing elſe. 


Nay, wee are more baſe-minded 
then Tud.s : For hee would not 
ſell Chrift vader thirty Pence, 


wee | 


' 
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wee are content to let him goe 
for thirty Halfe-pence , or three 
Halfc-pence , or a Penic-worth 
of pleaſure, or profit, 

Wee are commanded to 
Preach in ſeaſon, and our of 
ſeaſon, and yer ſome thinke 
they are not bound to hkeare 10 
often, bur thinke that wee ought 
to wait and atrcnd their leafure: 
Whereas indcede if wee ——_ 
at any time, they ſhould Icauc 

| 
| 


all, and come and heare in fea- 
ſon, and our of ſeaſon, as they 
account it, The /ſrachites 
were commended for gathering 
Manna in the morning, becaulc 
if they tarried till the Sunne 
was vp,it did melt. If the Sunne 
bee vp once, I meane if hot per- 
ſecution come, that wee cannor, 
nor dare not goe to hcare the 
Word, and will not heare it 
now while wee may,in the coole 
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of the day : Shall not the Piſ. 
mire ſtand vp in iudgement a- 
gainſt vs, and condemne vs ? 


Our Sauiour Chriſt ſaid, 7|- 


mu#ft worke the workes of him that 
ſent mee, mhile it # day : The 
night commeth when no man can 
worke. Then it were beſt for 
vs to hcare the Word of God 
while it 1s day : For wee haue 
more nced then he had , thar is, 
while wee haue peace, for the 
night commeth, it is to be fea- 
red, when no man can heare : 


And as the Night ſucceedeth| | 


the day, ſo perſecution com- 
monly ſucccederh Peace, to 
ſcoure off rhe ruſt that men ga- 
ther in the time of Peace. 

Some vie this as a reaſon to 
hinder reformation , and going 
forward in Religion : For ſay 
they, the time may come when 
wee ſhall bee called to _—_—_ 
or 
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for putting downe Images, for 


—_ idolatry and luperſti- | 


tion, and for going to Scrmons, | 
&c, The feare of theſe men 
that doe thus reaſon, is like the 
hope of Eſaw, if it bee not the 


very ſame : For Eſau ſaid, The | 


dayes of mourning for my Father 
Iſaac will come ſbortly , and then 1 
will kill my Brother 1acob. So} 
ſay they, the dayes of mourning | 
for Queene Elizabeth will come ! 
one day, and then wee may bee | 
called to an account for all the 
idolatric that wee haue defaced, 
and for all the profeſſon that 
wee haue made of the Goſpel. 
Burt as Jacob needed not feare E- 
ſan, ſo long as his Father 1ſtac 
lived: So (thanks be ro God)we 
neede not feare the threatnings 
of ſuch ill affeted men, fo long 
as our Mother Elizabeth re1g- 
ncth., 


The Lord proloug her 


Tron ome 
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|dayes as the dayes o! Heauen, 


( if it bee his bleſſed will ) to 
the vtter rooring out of all 1do- 
latric, and 1mpictic, and to the 
further aduancement of his 
Goſpel. And happie are wee, 
that hauc ſuch golden opportu- 
nitic, As Solomon theretore 


| builded the Temple in Þ1s reſt, 


{0 God gine vs grace to build 
his Church in our peace, 

Our Sauiour the Lord Iefus, 
did not reach vs to reaſon to. 
Yet it hee had beene of world- 
lings minds,he would haue ſaid, 
The night commeth when no man 
can worke : vea, the night com- 
meth when I (hall anſivere that 
which I have done, therefore it 
is beſt ro Ict all alone and fauc 
one, Bur he frameth his argu- 
ment cleane contrary : 7 muſf 
oe the workes of him that ſent me, 
mhile tt ts day : for the night com- 
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meth when no man can worke. And | 
= | 
if theſe dayes ſhould alter, whar | 
then > Yet then thall wee hauc 
> | comfort in the obedience of our 
Faith, And 4 good C on[crence 
( faith Salomon) in the dan of af- 
fiittion,ts a rontinuall feaſt, Ther- 
fore in theſe matrers,lct vs be rc 
ſolute with Heſter, wh O knowing 
tie goodneſic of Ic r cauſc, faid, 
If I periſh, I periſh : $0 lay we, It 
L loote, I looſe, Lf 1 anfwere I an- 
ſwer,I muſt looke to looke more 
then this, and to aniwere tor 
more then this, bur I ſhall loote 
nothing by it in the end. There- 
fore now while we may,'et vs bce 
gathering ftore of know ledge, 
and comfort, or elſe the Piſnore | 
thal | condemne vs : For thee ha- * 
WING 0 owide, rourrnour nor ruler, 
eathe reth ber food i in the Summer, 
Fc, Ve have both guides, &c. 
God make vs wiſe to take the 
, cnct 
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Amos 8. 


benefit of them whale wee haue! 


them. 
loſeph being warned before- 


hand of a dcarth that ſhould!» 


come vpon the land of Egypt, 
made prouifion before the! 
dearth came : ſo would wee doe! 
alſo to ſauce our bodies : Bur the! 
ſoule which is the moſt precious 
thing, yea, the Lady and Mittris 
of the body, as though ſhee were 
dead.and led not in vs, is not 
regarded;-nO man makes any 
prouifon for her : although the 
Prophet Amos hath told vs that 
we muſt looke fora famine, and 
that of the word of the Lord, in- 
ſomuch that men ſhall go from 
ſea to ſea, that"is\, from one 
part of the world to another,and 
ſhall not find it. Joſeph proui- 
ding in time of plentic, had to 
{eruc h1s turnce, and ro comfort 


many moe withau, a time of 


: 


The ſecond Sermon. 


CO CIOS 


ſcarcitic, and what did Joſeph 
looſe by that > So if we prouide 
food for our ſoulcs now in time 
of plentie, wee ſhall haue com- 
fort in ſtore both for our ſclues 
and many other when {carcitic 
come, or when perſecution 
come, or when temprations 
come, or when old age come, or 
when ſickneſſe come, or when 
death come, or when all come : 

And what ſhall wee looſe by 
that > David ſaid , The word of 
God was his comfort in his affli- 
Aion, or elſe he he ed periſhed : * So 
let vs ſay ( for wee may bee ſurc 
of it) ifthe Word of God bee 
not our comfort, when aftiicti- 
on come , or when ſicknefte, or 
death, or perſecution cone, wee 
ſhall deſpairc, and goc to hell. | 
And how ſhall it bee our com- 
fort then, if wee prouide nor 
ſtore of it” Ay while wee may ? 


| 


Plal.1 19. 
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Therefore let vs prouidc,and ga- 
ther, and lay vpnow, as much 


as wee can, and all will bee lit- 

tle enough, if not too little : For | 
as there 15 a time of gathering, ' 
ſothere will bee a time of ſpen- 
ding , and wee cannot gather 1G 
much, doc what wee can, as wee 


at 35 to 
gathc- | 


ſhall ſpend. 

Bur fceing as wee arc now 
come to deale with the ſpiritu- 
all Sluggard, who hath as much: 
necd tobe Rowſed as any other, 
that hee may bee awakened in- 
 deedegvee will take this courſe : 


Firſt, I will ſhew what muſt be 
gathered for the Soule, fc- 
condly, when it 15 to bee ga- | 
thercd. | 


But what is that we muſt ga- 


cher in Summer, which cannot 
be had in Wintcr > The Piſmire | 
relleth vs,it is meat or food, that | 
is, matter of nouriſhment for 


thc 


il 
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the ſoule ro tecde vpon,, and to 
preſcrue the life of God in rhe 
loule, and that is another point 


-|to be obſcrued in the Emors Le- 


ure tothe Sluggard. 

Many gather , but it 15 not 
mcat : many make prouifion,bur 
not of tood for the foule : which 
ranity the Prophet Eſay found 
out and condemned in his time: 
Wherefore doe yee lay out (puer,and 
rot for bread? and your labour 
without being ſatisfied ? hearben 
diligently wvnto mee, and cate that 
mhich us g00d, and let your ſoule de- 
light in fatneſle, Incline your 
earts,and rome into mee 5 beare, 
and your fo «le ſhall ltue. To ſhaw 
that a man may labour and bee 
neucr the more ſatisfied, he may 
cate and his ſoule bee neuer the 
farter,but lie pining and langui- 
ſhing for all that, in the ſhadow 
ot death, 
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was moſt profitable for them. 


Saint Paul ſheweth Titws in 
what things the Miniſter muſt 
chiefly labour, and the pcople 


muſt be moſt carctull to follow, |," 
and that is faith in God, and 


good works amongſt men, His 
reaſon is , becauſe theſe things 
are profitable, But fooliſh que- 
ſtions, and Genealogics, and 
contentions , and brawlings a- 
bout the law , hee would have 
ſtayed, His reaſon is, becauſe 
they are vnprofitable and vaine : 
Like windie ſtuffe which fil- 
eth , but feedeth not. The ſame 
did hee alſo pradiſe himſelfe, 
and it was his comſort that hee 
had beene not onely diligent in 
teaching the People of Aſia the 
counſels of God, and faithfull 
in teaching all the counſell of 


God, bur alſo wiſe and diſ-|. 
creet in teaching that which 


em mm———_———_——_— 
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To ſhew that our doctrine ſhall 
bee judged of, not ſo much by 
the quantitie,as by the qualitic 
thereof, And it ſhall bce exa- 
* [mined not how much, or how 
learnedly, or how plauſibly, 
but how profitably thou haſt 
taught : For many haue the 
name and ated noe: Bro of ve- 
ry proper men, and good ſchol- 
lers, but yet very vnprofitable : 
like the Miniſter of the Church 
of Sardis,who had a name of be- 
ing aliuc, but indeede was 
dead. 

Some ſpend all their ſtudic 
onely in ſearching out Genealo- 
gies and Petegrees, and in tying 
of hard knots,and vntying them 
apaine : and in reſpec of them- 
ſelues and their learning , con- 
demne all other as ignorant and 
inlearned : As though that 
thoſe things were the beſt my 

an 
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and the onely nouriihing tood 
that could bc had for money. 
Some againe whereſocuer | 
they come, will talke of no-|,, 
thing, in reſpe&,but of Church | 
diſcipline, and the calling of|| 
| Miniſters and Buthops , and 
there reſt, 
| | Someſit gaping for a Phraſe, || 


3 


—_— — 


and gazing onely vpon painted 
eloquence of words. | 
Some vrge nothing bur the! 


| looking that there bee a cleane 


obſeruation of Ceremonies and! 
Circumſtances in the Church, 


Church, all the Bels, a conueni- 
ent Pulpit, and a faire Surpleſſe: 
Bur as for Preaching and Cate- 
chiſing, that is no part of their 
charge : As it a man ſhould 
keepe a Cooke orelv toweare a 
whitc apron , and hauc no mcat 
todrefſe ; or bid many gueſts to 
a houſe well (wept, and roa ta-| | 


— 


ble. 
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ble fairely ſpread,but when they 
come, there 15 no meat to cate. 
Some leaue the pure and 
wholeſome word of God, and 
ftand raking in Do@ors and Fa- 
thers, and Eobien their diſhes 


with Poetry and Philoſophie, 


like catrell char forlake the 
reene paſture to browſe vpon 
1ghes and leaucs., 

Some awell amongſt the 
Starres, and feede =E vpon 
vaine ſpeculations and dreames: 
like the bird which liucth onely 
by the ayre. 

Some delight in muenting 
of hard and crabbed Q 1eftions, 
Allegories, and Riddles, con- 
temning the plaine and imple, 
yer moſt wholeſome doctrine ot 
of the Goſpel : like dogs which 
forſake the ſofter meat, tolhe 
gnawing vpon a bone, that men 
may fay of the one, this man 
4644 2. 
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within booke,and arepaſt grace, 


hath a good wit :4as they lay y of | 
the other, this dogge hath good | | 
teeth. 

Some muſt know what God 
did befote hee made the world, 
where hcll is , where the body 
of Aſoſes was buricd , whither | 
Eliah was carried , whether they 
(hall mcetc with their old; 
friends and acquaintance in| 
Heauen, and there remember | 
their old and odde mcrriments | 
done vpon carth or no; with ma- | 
ny ſuch like ſtrange poynres, 
that would trouble Baalams | 
Aſſe toanſwere, if hee were a- | 
live againe ; and if they knew 
theſe things once, they were 
ſafe, and had dined well. The 
former of theſe are like chil- 
dren, which hauc learned all 


and now they muſt take foorth 
a new Leſſon without Booke, 


more 
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more then cuer God taught 
them. The latter fort ( which 
would know what they ſhall 
doe in Heauen, betore they 
have learned the way thither ) 
are like the wile men thar ſtood 
ſtriving for the going of their 
ſheepe © ouer the bridge , whoſe 
ſhould goe ouer firſt, before 
they had: any , or knew where oO 
| getany. And the gathering of 
| theſe men is not vnlike the rith- 


ing of the Scribes and Phariſees, Mtye 


who very ſtrictly tirhed their 
Minte, and Aniſcede ; and Cum- 
min , and Rue, &c. Burt ler the 
greateſt matters alone , and pal\- 
ſed ouer the weightic points of 
the Law, as Mercic, Trueth, 
and Tudgement : So theſe men 
ſ(wcatc =_ circumſtances, bur 
let matters of ſubſtance alone. 
Bur as Chritt ſaid of their tr- 
thing, theſe things (hould bee 

do 5 
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done, bur the other muſt not 
bee left vndone : Sowee fay of 
their prepoſterous ſeeking and 
athcring of things leſle need-| 
fall, thoſe things may be done, | 
burthe other muſt be firſt done: | 
For wharſocuer is wanting , yet| 
the Soule muſt not want her; 
meate, and foode. There bee! 
many that bee maſters in Iſrael, 
and will rake vpon them to 
know much, as the Laodiceans| 
rooke themſclues to bee rich, 
and to have neede of nothing, 
when in trueth they were poore,! 
and blind, and naked : And in| 
many grounds of Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, are as groſle as Nicode- 
mu, whorthought that a man 
could not bee borne againe, eX- 
cept hee went into his mothers 
wombe againe. And deale with 
them in any of the Principles, as 
of Regeneration, or Mortifica- 
| 101 
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tion, or Sanctification, or Luſti- 
fication, or Faith, and Repen- 
rance, or about the vic of the 
Law, or the mcaning of any 
Commandement, or Article of 
Faith, and many things more, 
moſt neceſſary to bee knowne 
and practiſed ; and they are to 
ſecke, yea fo ſtrange they are vn- 
tothem, that ſomrime they are 
driucn to anſivere, as the Dil- 
ciples at Epheſus anſivercd Paul, 
when he asked them if they had | 
recciued the Holy Ghoſt : they | 
[fayd, wee hauc not ſo much as Aﬀt.19.25 

| heard whether there bee an Holy | 
Ghoſt. | 

Burt ſome hauc heard ſome 

thing, and doe know more then 
Others, and be as it were awake- 
ned, and a little enlightened : 
Like Agrippa that was almoſt a 
Chriſtian : and now they thinke 
themſclues ſafe enough , like 
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Mi, ah » W ho thought that hee | 
could not do amis when he had | 
a Lenuite in his houſe, And then | 
they caſt off all care of viing ho- 

ly meancs for the increaſing of 
their Faith, or Knowledge, or 

E.calc, or Repent Ince: But L1ue | 

their mindes to roves and vani-| 
rics,and to idlenefſe,, and plea-| 
ſures. Bur theſe men doe tearc-! 
fully deceive themſclues : For! 


the ground , except it bee con-} 
tnually repayred: And the field 
well tilled and ſowne ( if it bec 
not {HI weeded, and manured } 
will procue barren : Sow 1ll] the 
{ould Proue runous and barrcn 
in the Graccs of Gods Spirit, if 
[rt bee not continually fed with 
the follide and holeſome mcate 
of Chriſtian Do@rine: And the 
talent nor vicd ro encreaſe,ſhall 
vec taken quite away, T here- 


Nr ee _ ——— 
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fore as Chriſt aid, when he » had 
reuraed Tar mts 
which was dead, give her meat : 
Hee {aid not, gue her muſicke, 
bur giuc her meate, Icaſt (hee | 
dieagaine, So, when the Lord 
hath put h1s lite incothy Soule, 
rhich was dead before,and h: th 
in ſome meaſure quickned thee 
in Faith, in Repentance, in 
Loue, mn Zeale, m Paricnce, 
&c. Giuc thy Soule meat, not | 
Muſicke ; found Fonde, not | 
fond fancies. And* as Paul | 
{11d {8 [imotbiec. Stirre \pthe i = 
v1: fs of the Holy Ghoſt m thee, FY 
leaſt inthe end thou looſe thy 
!(torc, with ſtocke and all, ill 
thy Soule prouc bankerowpt 11 
all the Graces ot the Holy 
Ghoſt. And withall i 
that there 15 1 cucry one ot 
tame ftreame ot naturall cor 
ruption : Againtt which 1t wee | 


Mar.9. 
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doe not ſtriue continually , but 
ſtand ata ſtay, it will carry vs 
away , and all our merchandile : 
As a Boate ſtanding looſe vpon 
the Riuer , 15 carricd backward, 
if itbee not rowed forward. 
Some arc of mind, that if they 
gather to increaſe their owne 
(tore, they hauc done well : but 
for their familics they take no 
care yhether they finke or (wim, 
wherher they know God or bee 
ignorant of his wayes, pray or 
pray not, or whether their ſoules 
be clothed or goe naked, goc to 
hell or to heaucn, it 1s no mat- 
ter, they neucr remember their 
wants : Like Pharaohs Butler, 
who thought himſelfe ſafewhen 
he was out of priſon , but ncuer 
regarded the affliction of /oſeph 
his fellow priſoner. If a man 
ſhould demand the foode of 
knowledge and vnderſtanding 
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at their hands for their ſeruants 
and children , or other their 
friends : they will anfwere as 
' | Nabal did, when Davids fcr- 
uants requeſted ſomething of 
him for David and his compa- 
ny,when they were wearicd with ; 
trauelling, Who is Dauid > and 1.Sam.z5 
who us the ſorne of Tſhai ? there be *2**. 
many ſeruants now adayes that 

breake away from their maſters. | 
Shall 1 then take my bread, and 
my water, and my fieſb that 1 haue | 
tile d for my ſhearers, and giue it 
unte men whom 1 know not whence 
they bee * So ſay many maſters, 
and houſe-holders, who is my | 
ſcruant,and what is my family ? 
there are naany now adayes leaue 
their worke, and fall roo much 
tothe Scriptures, Shall I then | 
take my knowledge, and my | 
learning,and my notes, and giue | 
to them > ſhall I' hinder my | 
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worke to feede their humour, 
whom I know not whence they 
are > or what reaſon is there for 
ir > Ir ſhould ſceme that if Na- 


bal had knowne Dauid,he would | : 


haue given him ſome part with 
him. So if thou kneweſt who 
are thy ſeruants, and children, 
or thy neighbour, or friend , or 
Chriſtian acquaintance, it may 


bee thou wouldeſt giue them | 
part with thee of thy gifts, and| 


ſuffer them toworke by thy pa- 
terne, and to light their candles 
at thine, 

Bur doeſt thou not know who 
they be > Are they not thy brc- 
thren afwel as thy ſeruants ? 
Are they not fellow members of 


Chriſts body with thee, afwell| 


as they are thy ſcruanrs > Hauec 
nor they and thou all one Fa- 


ther, all one Maſter, and all one| ; 
Sauiour in hcauen > Hath not] | 
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the Lord Iefus ſhedde as many 
drops of his precious hearr 
blood for them as for thee? And 
docſt thou tot know what they 
are, that thou ſhouldeſt have a 
Care tO provide meat for their 
ſoules > If rhou keepelt a beaſt, 


thou wilt giue him that which 


is neceſſary for this lite: And 


are thoſe of thy family no better 
then beaſts, that thou thouldeſt 
prouide no more for them then 
thou docſt for thy beaſt? When 
the Diſciples wiſhed ( without 
all mercy ) to haue fire come 
from heauen vpon the Samari- 
tancs , the Lord Teſus rold them 
that they knew not of whar Spi- 
rit they were : So when men 
(without all mercy and com- 
paſhon ) ſuffer their familics to 
runne into the fire of hell : ſay- 
ing, It they periſh, they periſh, 
what is that to me, {0 I hauce my 
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, worke done : We may lay, they 
know not of what ſpirit they 


are. 
It the Diſciples were uſtly 
reprooued , then theſe are molt 
iuſtly condemned : for they had 
yer ſome cloake for their deſire 
of ſo ſcuerca revenge, becauſe 
| the Samaritanes refuted moſt 
vnkindly and contemptuouſly 
to let their Lord and Malſter,the 
Lord Iefus our Sauiour, into 
their City: But for the carcleſle 
cruelty , and cruell careleſneſſe 
of theſe men, there is no pre- 
rence : for their ſeruants doe not 
ſhut rhem out of their doores,as 
the Samaritanes ſhut Chriſt out 
of the City , but they recciue 
them,and labour for them. And 
if they did offer thee ſuch vn- 
kindneſle ( which God forbid ) 
yet is it not lawfull for thee (0 


to be reuenged,by ſuffring them 
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to periſh in their {innes , bur to 
pray for them rather, The Spi- 
 [rit of God doerh nor vie to 
ſpeake on that manner : for that 
is a ſpirit of Loue, and Loxe 
(faith the Apoſtle ) ſceberh nor 
her owne things : that 1s, it 15 not 
all for it ſelfe : But as it is care- 
full roedihe it ſelfe in the moſt 
holy faith,by vſing ſuch meanes 
as are appointed by God to that 
purpoſe ; So hath it alſo com- 
paſhon of others, as Saint /ude 
faith, labouring in all holy wiſc- 
_ to pull others our of the 
re, 

Burt thefc arc all for them- 
ſelues, therefore they haue not 
true Loue : They haue not true 
Loue, therefore not true Faith : 
for Faith worketh by Loue, as 
Saint Paw teacheth the Gala- 
thians. If they haue neither 
Faith nor Loue, then haue they 
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| northe Spirit of God in them; |} 
| Tf they haue not the Spirit || 


God in them, then arc they not 


crites,decciuing themſclucs,and 
ſo conſequently they neither 
prouide for their owne foules, 
nor for the ſoules of others : but 
as they ſuffer their families 
ſoules to perith for want of the 
meate and fonde which they 
ſhould hauc : So doe they fuffer 
their owne ſoules likewile to pe- 
riſh, for want of that which they 
ſuppoſe they hauc , bur hauc it 
not indeed. 

| That wee may bee throughly 


mooucd with that which hath 
| beene ſaid , and rouched with 
| compaſhon towards our owne 
| foulcs , and the ſoules of others 
thar depend vpon vs; it ſhall nor 
| be amiſſe ro hearken a lirtle vn- 


the children of God , bur hypo. || 


'to the piticous moanc and cry 
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of the godly, in behalfe of their 
ſoules. Darxid ſaith, his foule 

nted afrer God, as the Hart 
nn tor the riuers of water : 
to ſhew that our ſoules are as 1t 
were ina continuall chaſe, and 
therefore muſt hane prouided 
for them the liuing waters of 
Gods word, or elſe they will pe- 
riſh. In another place hee ſaith, 
That his foule rhirſted after 
God ig a dry and barren land 
where no water was. 

This moane did Danuid make 
to God for his Soule,and yer he 
had more abundance of Gods 
graces then others haue : To 
ſhew, that if wee had as good 
prouifion for the keeping , and 
ſtrengthning,, and defending, 
and comforting of our poore 
Soules, as Dauid had, yet al] 
is r00 little : For ſtill they he 
thirſting and panting for more 
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_ , ſo mighty, and fo hot, 


Grace, tor more Faith, tor more 
Zeale, for more Repenrance, 
for more Louc, for more Know. 
ledge, and for more Vnderſtan-| 
ſtanding, &c, For che tempta-: 
tions and afſaults of the Soule 
are ſo many, ſo continuall, (0/ 


at it is neta little prouifion 
of Knowledge, or vnderſtan- 
ding, or Faith, or Patience, 
that will ſcruc the gurne to 
make reſiſtance : For the deuill 
fhooreth bis darts thicke , and 
burning : For they bee firery 
dartes, Burt as Souldiers in a 
Caſtle beſieged, muſt hane day- 
ly a new ſupplic of Powder and 
Short, of Mcn, and Munition, 
of Money and Viduall, or elſe 


they will yeclde vp the Caſtle:| 
So muſt our Soules hane a daily || 
ſupplie of the Graces of Gods || 


Spirit, from the Word of God, 
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orelſe they will faint, and yeeld 

their hold : For the foule 
ahrerh as well as the body. 
And therefore Deborah ſaid, her 
ſoule had marched valiantly : 
To ſhew that there is a march- 
ing, and a fighting of the ſoule 
as well as of the body : And 
therefore there muſt bee good 

ifion made for that as 
well as forithel body, orelſe it 
will npt march valiantly, but 
fight faintly, and yeeld moſt 
cowardly , and periſh moſt mi- 
ferably. Which daily, and wo- 
fully appeareth , by thar feartull 
ſtaggering and yeelding of ſo 
many , when any ſcothng Papiſt 
doth but as it were breathe vp- 
on them. And whatelſe doth 
this ſhew bur a great emptineſle 
inthe Knowledge > There 15 no 
preſeruative of the Word a- 
gainſt the infection. 
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Beſides th at, in regard of thy | 
brethren, thou ſhouldeſt labour 
to ſtorc thy ſelfe with the COm- 
forts and Counſells of Gods 
Word, and to bee ſtrong in 
Heavenly Graces of Gods Spi- 


rite : For fucha famine of the; 


foode of our ſoules may come, 
that one Man may bee glad to 
ſecke to another for councell 
and comfort. And if thy houſe 
bec emptic, or have bura lit-| 
tle, ny ou wilt bee ready to ſa 

tothy Ne ghbour, as the W id. 
dow ot Sarepta ſaid to Elgah, | 
when hee asked a morſcll of | 
bread of her in the great famine | 


| my ſonne, that wee may cate there- 


that was in Ifracl, / haue not a | 
cake, but a handful of meale in | 
a barred. and a little oyle ina 
eruſe , and behold 1 am gathering 


of ſtickes to dreſſe it , for mee and 


of, and die, So if any man rrou- 
bled 


\ 
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' | bled in Conſcience, come to 
| thee for comfort and refolution 
of his doubts, thou wilt fay, A- 
las, I haue nor for you, 1am no 
| |Diuine, Iam troubled as well 
as you, I have norhing bur the 
Lords Prayer, and the Beclicte, 
and the Commandemenrs by 
heart, bur I vnderftand none of 
them, and ſome good prayers 
and leſſons I haue in a booke 
beſide ; and it thoſe will not 
ſerue my turne when the temp- 
ter commeth , I may goe hang 
my ſelfe , or deſpaire, I muſt 
dic,or doe as it pleaſe God. 
Nox what cruelty is this, fo 
carelcfly ro negle& the meanes 
of thy ſoules health , who was 
bred and brought vpwith thee 
from thy conception, and hath 
in thy feruice ſpent her ſelfe, 
miniſtring ſtrength and rcliefe 
tothy body,to cuery part of thy 
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body, yea, to cuery member, 
ro cuery 1OyNnt, tO euery veine 
and finew in thy body. 

And more ſeruice then that| 
too : For it hath made thee to 
differ from the beaſt , in that it 
hath miniſtred ro thee both; 
Reaſon and Vnderftanding, and 
Iudgement, and Memory , and 
AﬀeCtions, for it is a reaſon-, 
able Soule ) which the beaſts: 
want : It hath taught thee to; 
ſpeake, and to ſpeake ſenſibly, 
and wiſely , and ro conceiue 
things quickly, and to vſcall 
other of Gods creatures com- 
fortably, and to rule ouer them 
all, which the beaſts cannot 
doe : and wilt not thou O Slug-| 
gard finde ſo much leaſure as to 
gather Heaucnly mearte : and 
foode for thy Soule, that in 
the day of affliction and iudge- 


ment, it may ſaue both ir ſelte, || 
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and thy body roo > Nay fur- 
ther conſider , how the Lord 
hath ſhur it vp in thy breaſt, 
that it might bee alwayes in a 
readinefſe ro ſupply thy wants, 
and wilt not thou bee ready a- 
gaine to ſupply her wants > If 
it ſhould depart from thee but 
a foot, for a minute of an houre, 
it were preſent death vnto thee, 
how canſt thou then miſle her 2 
nay, how canſt thou nor in pity 


and compaſhon prouide for her 
ſafety > Nay further, that ir 
might be alwayes ready to mi- 
niſter vnto rhee, the Lord harh 


made her which is Immorrall, 


and Diuine, and Spiritual, | 


and Heauenly , and the moſt 
principall Commander of all, | 
nay, all in all, and all in every 
part of thee, to bee incloſed 
within thee, as thy cloſe pri- 
ſoner, and art not thou then 
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bound to looke vnto her, as her 
keeper ? Say not as Cain faid, 
Am I my brothers keeper ? So, 
am I my Soules kceper ? for 
thy Soule 15 thy priſoner, there- 
fore thou art her keeper ; And if 
thon cither driuec bs out of 
thee,or ſuffer her to periſh with- 
in thee, for want of good kee- 
ping , her blood ſhall be requi- 
red at thy hands. 

Take pity then, O Sluggard, 
vpon thy poore prifoner ; which 
maketh as pitifull a cry for her 
proutfion, if it bee wanting, as 
any priſoners in the world. 

In Lozdon and other ſuch pla- 
ces, it would moue a ſtony heart 
to hcare one crying vp and 
downe the ſtreets, Bread and 
mcat, Bread and meat for the 
poore priſoners of New-gate,for 
Chriſts Ieſus ſake, and the pri- 
ſoners crying out of rheir y_ 

| anc 
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and holes, one peny or halte- 
. for Chriſt his fake, to 
buy ſome bread, to buy ſome 
bread. 
Burt thy poore foule licth in 
a worſe priſon then New-gate, 
there is no Gate-houſe, nor Cole- 
houſe, nor Bocardo, no Little- 
eaſe, no Dungeon , nNOC hannell, 
nor Duck-pir 15 fo vile a pri 
ſon for thy body, as thy boly | 


—  — ————— 


—— 


is for thy Soule : For It 15 ret- | 


ther light- ſoine nor beaurifull, | 
but darke , and moſt dirty, dif- 
quiet and fuſty , fraile, and fil- | 
led vp w ith much venime, and 
venimous Vipers I meane it 
concerning your aftetions. By 
reaſon w hereof the Soulcs of | 
Gods children haue beene con- 
ſtrained to cry , lament, and 
bewaile their long being in it, 
Oh (faith D avid) how long 


(ball 1 lie in this priſon ? Oh | 


| 
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wretch that 1 am ( (aith Paul ) 
who ſhall deliuer mee out of this 
' body of finne? Oh that 1 mere 
liftzed, and had out of thu 
earthly and fraile Tabernacle, 
Now let thy ſeruant depart in 
peace , ſaith Simeor, Take mee 
vnto thee, ( ſaith Dauid againe) 
and bring my Soule out of thu 
priſon , that it ma Tine thankes 
«neo thee O or For ſo long 
as it is in this body it cannot 
{ce the Lord, yea, it is an hea- 
ay habitation , and preſſerh 
doxwne fore the ſpirit "an chat 
familiarity, which elſe it ſhould 
hane with God. 

Now all this while there are 
none that goe abour to gather 
for theſe poore priſeners, bur 
as the Preachers cry out of 
men to remember their Soules : 
bur oftentimes they ſpeake but 
to the belly which hath no 


| 
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cares, Oh that thy poore 
Soule had bura grate t9 looke 
our at , and leauc to ſpeake* 
for her ſclfe to thoſe that paſſe 
by thee , then would ir appeare 


( how thou haſt kept her, nay, 


how thou haſt ſtarued her, op- | 
preſſed her , and robbed her 
of her ſpirituall cxcrciſes, her 
heauenly comforts, and chriſti- 
an conference with her go.lly 
friends and acquaintance : nay, 
that ſhee hath not beene allow- | 
ed a good mcale in a yeerc, 
but now and then a fey cold, 
idle, fluggiſh prayers , or a 
little blowen milke from the , 
breaſts of an old Homily : and 
when any good matter was in. 
hand indecd , thy poore Soule 
was ſo oppreſſed with Surtc- 
ting and Riot, that it was not 
able to receiue any comfort : ' 


And yet thou wilt ſay, thou 
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| 


haſt as good a Soule to God. | 
ward as any body, 

But thy Soule ws | ſay to 
thee, as Queene F/izaberh ſaid 
to Sir Henry Bennifield her Gea- 

lor (as ſhe called him ) from 
ſuch a kceper good Lord 
dcliuer mce. 
(*z *) 
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DVe yer ſome wall 
ſay ( for all char] 
hath bin ſayd) if 
there be no reme- 
| dic but the foule 
muſt haue prouifion made for 
her, they wall looke our for it : 
Bur it ſhall bee hercafrter when 
they are old, or ficke, or trou- 


Of the 


bled, or impriſoned , or perle- ime to 
cuted, -1t 15 time enough then : gather. 


And it is not good to bee too | 
—_— or roo Religious berimes, | 
for feare, of young Saintes wee 
prooue old deuills. | 
Now all this 1s the dec- 
uills counſell, and who would 
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carefull of men that they proue 


his counſell is but thus much. 


thinke it, that hee ſhould bee © | | 


not deuills > Now the effet of! | 


Bee not too haſtic in theſe mat: | 
ters, it is enough if thou bee a} 
Proteſtant at large, and play the 
good fellow, and make prout- 
fron for thy ſoule when thog art 
full of paine, when thy fences 
be gone, when thy body 1s dead, 
and thy foule bee in hell : And 
then thou maiſt cric tor Water 
tocoole thy heate , then Father 
Abraham, Father Abraham, as 
the rich Glutton in hell cried : 
And then thy friends ſhall ſing 


a maſſe of Requiem for thy ſoule, 
lay the Papiſts, and then by thy 
good workes, and prayers of ho- 
ly Church ( if thou pay well for 
them ) thou ſhalt bee redeemed 


out of hell well enough. Bur (to 


let this Popiſh traſh goe ) what | 
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' [is this bur to ſhut the doore 
when the horſe is ftolne > Or to 


| Ifetch the Phiſician when the 


party is dead > Or to ſeeke for 
Oyle torhy Lampes when the 
Bridegroome is paſt, as the 
fooliſh Virgins did > And to 
lecke tor the bleſſing with tears, 
when there 1s No place to repent, 
as prophane Eſau did > And to 


crie for thy goods when they be |- 


loſt, as fooles doe > Is this the 
wiſedome of a Chriſtian > Then 
what is that wiſdome that faith, 
Remember thy Creatour in the 
dayes of thy youth 2 If hee were a 
wiſe man that ſaid fo, then are 
they but fooles that ſay; In 
youth it is roo ſoone. If thou 
be no wiſer then ſo, goe thov 
Sluggard ro the Piſmire, be- 
hold her wayes and bee wile : 
For ſhee in Summer, and Har- 
ueſt, gathereth her foode a- 


Hebr.1z 


Eccl. 1 2. 
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gainſt Winter time : To teach 
thee what a foole thou art if 


thou let paſſe the golden op-|! 


portunitie, and doeſt not pro- 
uide for thy foulc in time. 


But theſe men which thinke| | 


they will heare the Word , and 
belecuc, and repent, and ga- 
ther ſtore of ſpirituall comforts 
when they bee old , or ficke, 
or in trouble, &c, are much 
deceined : For firſt they haue 
not the Lord nor kis Spirit at 


| commandement to ſeruc their 


turne when they liſt:Bur if chey 
will not heare when hce calleth, 
and open when hee knocketh, 
they ſhall call and hee will not 
heare them , they ſhall knocke 
lowd , but hee will not open vn- 
tothem: Yea, they ſhall crie 
often, Lord, Lord, hauc mercy 


'vpon vs, and ſhall goe to hell 


forall that, if they repent nor 
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betime. Beſides that, con(1- 
der whether thou thalt bee fo 
well able when thou arr depri- 
ued of all thoſe meanes and 
helpes which thou haſt now : 
For now thou haſt health of 
body , and quictnefle of mind, 
[thou haſt che benefir of thy 
fight to reade, thy hearing to 


| heate, rhy vnderſtanding to 
; conceiue, and thy ſpeech to 


declare thy wants ; and a time 
of peace wherein thou maiſt re- 
paire to the houſe of the Lord, 
and thy godly friends may re- 
ſort vnto thee : Now thou haſt 
thie Law on thy ſide, the Prince 
on thy ſide, and Chriſtian Ma- 
—_—_ on thy fide: Now thou 

& faichtull Preachers to 1n- 
ſtruct thee, learned Counle- 
lers to informe thee, and many 
witneſſes ro confirme thee : All 
which be a furtherer vnto thee, 
as 


| 
f 
| 


| 94 


The Ronfing of the Sluggard. 


| 
| 
| 


| 


\ 


| 


| hold thee : As Eliſha with his 


| roo, —_ them which ſerue 


as a hedge compaiſing thy Vine! 

ainſt the Boare of the field, 
as a Wall about the Cirie, to, 
keepe out the Enemies, as|, 
Nurſes tothe Child to fee that| | 
it wantnothing : As Husband-| 
men in the ficld to till ir, and]! 
weede it : As planters and wa- 
tercrs to ſet it, and drefſe it : as 
pillars of brafſe in Solomons| 
Temple, that are mighty to vp- 


ſtaffe ready to reuiue thee : As 
guides with their lights ready 
ro conduct thee : And for thy 
ſafety , and all their ſafety, be- 
hold the Lord and his Angels 
attending vpon thee, and them 


thee,and detending them which 
defend thee, and guiding them 


which gnide thee : And there-| | 


fore doth hee ſeruc, and defend, 
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and guide them, that they in | 


The third Sermon. 


him , and by him, may ſcrue 
thee, and defend thee,and guide 
thee. And as the' Lord from 
Heauen prouided for /oſeph,that 
loſeph from Egypt might pro- 
uide for his Father and his 
brethren in Canaan : So doth 
the Lord ſtill from Heauen mi- 


. [niſter roour Princes, and to our 


Magiftrates, and to our Prea- 
chers, and to our Caprtaines, 
and to all the friends and main- 
tainers of his Goſpel, that they 
in their places may prouide 
both for their owne ſoules, and 
thine roo. So that now thon 
needeſt not goe in feare, nor 
heare in feare, nor reade in feare, 
nor pray in feare, as they did in 
Queene Mearies dayes, when 
they could not reade a good 
Booke but ftill they muſt bee 
looking who came to ſee them : 


Like the fillic Hare and Conie, 


The Ronfing of the Sluggard, 


| that at cuery bit ſhce raketh,, is | 
ftill pricking vp her cares to; 
heare if the Dogges come : or | 
rather like the /ewes which were | 
faine to build the Wall of Zery- | 
(elem with their Trowels in one | 
hand, and their Swordes in the | 
other hand for feare of their | 
enemies. But now,it thou be not | 
too ſluggiſh, and fearfull of thy | | 
owne ſhaddow, thou mayft ga-| | 
ther the foode of thy ſoule in! 
| peace and ſecuritic, and worke | 
with both hands, becauſe the | 
Lord himſelf fighteth forthee, | | 
and watcherth for thee, and | | 
keepeth thee while thou doeſt | | 
worke, and that thou mayſt ga- ' 
ther : As So/omon ſaith, Hee pre- | 
ſeructh the ſtate of the righteom : | 
He ts a ſhicld to them that walke | 
cprightly, that they may beepe | 
&c. Thou ſeeſt what bleſſed 


| mcanes and helpes thou haſt ; 
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now for thy ſoules health. Now 
conſider with thy felfe(O Slug- 
ard) what monſtrous and into- 
able ingratitude thou com- 
mitteſt, if rhou giue the Lord 
' | leaue thus to wait and attend 
vpon thee , with all his ſeruants 
in Heauen and Earth, and with 
| [all his bleſſings ready for thee, 
| |and thou in the meane time, le 
| |downe and fleepe, and ſay with 
thy ſclfe,it is nor yet time to go 
and gather, Beſides that , con- 
ſider further how hard a thing it 
will bee for thee ( if not impol- 
ſible ) ro make proviſion for thy 
| | foule, when al! theſe meanes are 
gone, and this Summer turned 
into Winter, If thou wilt not 
plie it for thy foule in the time 
ms peace, what canſt 
thou doe when thou art beſet 
with troubles,and fickneſſc,and 
| paine? When all thy mind _ 
H 
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| bee of th paine, and all "Thy 
| wits and fences ſhall bee taken: 
| vp, and gathered rogether to/ 


deuiſe ſome remedy againſt thy' 


— 


diſeaſe, and to prevent, or to 
ſuſtaine the pangs of death: 
Yea nothing will bee fo feartull 
vnto thee then (thou Sluggard)' 
as the remembrance of death, 
and all thy ftudic will bee hon 
to live (Hill, for feare of going 
to hell, ifthou dic. | 
Remember againe the Pro 
uerbe, When the bellic is full 
the bones will bee at reſt, not at 
worke. Now if the mind hath 
no liſt ro worke when the bellie 
15 full of mcat and drinke, and 
caſe, I pray thee conſider what 
mind thy foule ſhall haue of 
beauenly things when thy body 
is full of paine and griefe, and 
torment, if thoudoeſt not 


heauenl 


uide before band ſpirituall and || 
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heauenly comfort > Theretore, 
Goe to the Piſmire O Sluggard, 
behold her wayes , and bee wiſe: 
For ſhee gathereth her meare in 
Summer , and prouideth her foode 
in Harueſt. | 

Bur ſome will for all this,(ti1l 
put off the cuill day, and ſay as 
the cuill ſcruant ſaid in the Goſ- 
pe/, Tuſh , my maſter will not 
come yet : So the $] d 
faith, Tuſh , Winter will not 
come yer, wee arc yet but yong, 
ſaith the young Sluggard. And 
the old Sluggard ſaith , What | 


Luk.rs. 


35. 


neede wee care for perſecution, 
or feare our enemies, {0 long as. 
Queene Elizabeth lineth. And | 
both of theſe, if they were fare | 
that che Winter-time of perſe- 
eution and trouble : Or that the 
ſtormes and tempeſts of fick- 
nefſes and common calamities 


were at hand , they would per- 
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| haps awake and get them to 
| worke, that they might nor bee | | 
withour prouiſzon at that time, 
But alas poore foules, what 
charter hath rhe former of his 
life ; or the latter of his peace ? 
Doe wee not ſee young dic as 
wellas o!d > And many both 
young and old die ſuddenly, 
when they thought to haue li- 
ued long : Some droping downe 
inthe Streers : Some ar Board : 
Some in Bed : Some ar Sea: 
Some at worke : Some at play : 
And ſome cut oft by —————_ 
Frayes : Some by Theeues mur- 
dered in trauailing by the way : 
And ſome fitting at Table , are 
murdered with the meat in their 
mouthes. Woe worth the rimac, 
and the trees that euer brought 
foorth ſuch fruits of ſauage| 
crueltic,and brutiſh barbariſme 


inthe peaccable goucrnment of 
* 100 England, 
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England, vnder the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, And yer for all this, 
and many moe ſuch like, thou 
art not warned, but thinkeſt 
thou ſhalt live ſtill : As though 
thou heldeſt thy life by Lerters 
Patents from the Lord : And 
ſtill chou forgerteſt : | Thou 
foole this night that thy Soule bee 
fetched away from thee 2 And 
wherefore hath the Lord left vs 
certaine of our death , and vn- 
certaine of the time of our 
death, but that wee ſhould bee 
alwayes ready for the comming 
of death 2 

And as for this Summer time 
of Peace and plenty , which vn- 
der the gouernement of our So- 
veraigne Queene , the Lords 
handmaideyzve inioy now,it catt- 
not be denied bur it hath beene, 
and js great, and wonderfull. 


And therefore great and fearfull ' 


IOl 
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ſong will bee then, The fooles | 
Huidi-wift, ' | | 


will bee the Sluggards wdge- 
ment, when the Winter of trou- 
ble and penurie ſhall come,vith 
the famine of the Word into 
the Land, becauſe hee hath not 
gathered 6 riches for his 
Soule, but is bare and barren 10 
all the heauenly graces of Gods 
Spirit, yea, in all this time, 
n herein any man might haue 
ſtored himſclfe for many win- 
ecrs, and all weathers. And 
when that trme commerh, thou 
ſhalt lie and thinke vpon the 
time paſt, yea, and burſt thy 
heart with gricfe, when thou 
ſhalt thinke how many golden 
occaſions thou haſt omirred : 
{ow many ſweet Sermons thou 
haſt loſt for a little fleepe,or one 
'anity or another, And the bur- 
den of thy dolefull and woefull 


f 
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$14 i 
| ' But if wee ſpeake of Popery 
| [and perſecution, oralteration of 
| [Religion, or comming of enc- 
A mics, &c. Some make a 1efſt of 
| |thatas they doe of all the Iudg- 
| | ments of God. No, no, lay the | 
| | ſecure Sluggards,we ſhall neucr 
| Ife thoſe dayes : And it they | 
| | ſhould come , thouſands and 
| thouſands would dic before | 
they would turne : and as for the | 
| Spaniard, let him come when he | 
will, or whcn hec durlt} hee | 
ſhall bee met withall I warrant | 
him : Oh one Engliſh man will 
bee too hard for ten Spariazrds : 
' And if wce all be truce amonegtt 
our ſclucs and hold rogether, we 
| necd not care how many, or how | 
; mighty they bee. 
Thus wee ſee how fooliſhly | 
L fooliſh men talke,and how vaine 
| their confidence and hope 1s, 
which 15 builded onely vpon: ifs, | 
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and ands. As if one ſhould fay, 
If it doth not raine, it will hold] | 
vp; butis hee ſure ir ſhall not] | 
raine > ſoare they ſure the cne- 
mies ſhall not come ? or if they 
come, are they ſure thar all will 
bee true amongſt our ſelues ? or, 
is it likely > And what rcaſon 
hath any man to ſtand ſo much 
vpon the ſtrength and valour of 
an Engliſh man, as that one 
ſhonld bee roo hard for ten Our- 
landiſh men? ſeeing God giueth 
ſtrength and victory where plea- 
{cth him, and ſometime armeth 
his enemies againſt his Church, 
yea, and the very Flies,and Lice, 
and Frogges, and Caterpillers, 
and Grathoppers, and all his 
;rcatures hee can arme when 
hee pleaſeth , ro humble proud 
fleſh, and ro ſubdue the pride 
and power of Kings and King- 
domes. 
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Oh bur God will ncuer ſuffer 
them ro preuaile fo farre againſt 
vs (lay ſome) they arc moſt 
wicked Idolaters, and wee 
feſle his Goſpel, &c. As if the 
Lord were more bound to vs, 
then to them : Or as though ur 
were for our goodnefle ſake that 
the Lord had preferued vs hi- 
therto, and not for his owne 
Names fake, becauſe it was 
his pleaſure ro make vs his 
people. 

Danid was once of that mind, 
that the Lord had made his hill 
{o ſtrong,that it ſhould neuer be 
mooued - but that was Davids 
errour. So wee thinke that the 


| Lord hath made our hill fo 


ſtrong, that ir ſhal! never bee 
mooued ; bur that is our errour, 
And pride was the mother of it, 
both in David and in vs. But 
Dauid was mocd, and his king- 
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dome ſorely ſhaken as ſtrong as 
| 
hee was : Sowe may be mooued 
and ſhaken too, as ſtrong as we 
are. But ſccing as the Slug: 
oard hath Scaled himlfelte 
a quitrance, and thereupon 
hath promiſcd vato himſelte a 
continuall peace : Wee will 
conſider a little of rtheſc two 
points. 
[Two | Firſt, whether it bee a thing 
likely or no, that after this long 
and blefled poſſeſſion of the 
glorious Goſpel of Chriſt , a 
Winter-time of trouble may 
come , Or not come. 
| Secondly, if it prouca thing 
likely, how wee may know whc- 


ar hand. And by that time, it 
may bee the Sluggard wall 2- 
wake. 

I diſpute not of Gods power, 
and what he is able to doe, for hc 


ther it bee farre off , or nigh | 


| 


: 
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is Almighrie: nor of his mercy, 
and how hee may renew it with 
1s (till :For he is infinite in mer- 
cy and his mercy is ouer all 
his workes: But what his 1uſtice 
requireth ro bee done, which is 
;noway difanulled by his mer- 
cie: And now the queſtion 1s, 
what is likely to enſue, by all 
circumſtances, and probable 
coniectures, 1n reſpect of the 
manifold and i bleſ- 
ings which the Lord hath fo 
long heaped vpon our Nation 
with his Goſpel, and the mani- 
| fold vnkindnefſes, and daily re- 
| bellions which his Maicſtic 
| hath reccived continually at 
our hands for the ſame : And it 
his Spirit ſhould ſtill ftriue 
with man, to put our fins out of 
his remembrance : Or for Neahs 
lake a while longer to ſparc the 
World : Or for fome Lots ſake 
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and ro draw out the thred of our 
peace and happines yet longer: 
It 15 not more then his Maieſtic 
may doe,and can doe if it pleaſe 
him, and ( that it may fo pleaſe 
him) wee doe all moſt inſtantly 
beſcech his Diuine Mateſtic,for 
his mercies ſake : Which if hee 
grant, ſhall be no leſſe wonder, 
then to command the Sunne to 


goc backe againe, as in the 
dayes of Amalek : Or to diuide 
the Sca againe, as inthe dayes 
ju Pharaoh : Or to forbid the 
| Fire to burne againe, as in the 
dayes of Nebuchadnezzar. But 
| this is not likely, and therefore 
it ſhall bee no part of Wilc- 
dome for vs to preſume vpon 1t. 

Now then let vs come to the 
; point, and ſee why it is not 
likely, 


| ro ſaue the Citie from burning, 


ſtand ſtill, and the Moone to! 
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'of peace and caſe, there ma 
'come a cooler : For ſo it hat 


/ 
: : 


would in time be wholly corrup- 
ted : The ſtanding water that 15 
neuer troubled, wee know by cx 
 perience,, doeth breed the mo!t 
filth, And if the ayre ſhould 
ſtill bee calme, and neuer bee 
cleanſed by the windes,by thun- 
der and lightning, it would 
prooue infetious : The body 
that is not exerciſed, abounder|. 


molt 


Wee vie to lay, that aftera 

[great time of heate, there wil! 
[| [comeacooler, and it is fo for 
the moſt part, And asitis in 
thTſtare of rimes and ſeaſons, 
ſois1t alſo in the ſtate of the 
Church: And therefore it 1s not 
vnlikely, that after ſo long time 


| [Scene commonly ſecne from the 
| {beginning , and not withour 
cavſe : For if nature ſhould nor 
ſometimes bee correQted , it 
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moſt with 11] humours, and the. 
iron that is not ſcowred ſtill, ga- 
thereth ruſt ; and the child that" 
is continually tedde, and hath! 
whatſocuer hce craveth and Try-: 
eth for, at laſt playerth with bs! 
meat,and caſicth it to the dog, 
and therefore it is neceflary that 
ſomerime hee ſhould be abridg; 
ed and pinched. | 
And fo doth the Lord alfo'| 
(by interrupting the peace and 


eaſe of his Church ) purge the | 


con- 


[ 


11] humours of pride an 
rempt growing in the body of | 
his Church: ſodocth hee vic to 
ſcowre off the ruſt of impati-| 


ence and diſtruſtfulneſſe, which | 
growe vpon your iron hearts, |; 


with the graces of Gods Spirit. 

Sodoth hce by Rtormes and 
tempeſts, by thunderings and 
lightnings of troubles and per- 
ſecutions, cleanſe the corrupt 


avrel | 
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ayre of his Church, leſt the 
good graces of Faith and of Re- 

ntance, and of Loue, and of 
Zeale, and of Patience, and of 
Charity, ſhould through conri- 
nuall calmenefle bee infected 
with Infidelity,or Impenitency, 
or hardnes of Heart,or Protanc- 
neſſe,, or Pride, or Vaine-glory, 
or Selfc-loue, or coldnefle , or 
Apoſtacie, or with one Spiritu- 
all diſcafe or another. 

And ſodoeth the Lord vic to 
pinch and abridge his Church 
of the foode of his hcaucnly 
Word, now and then,and ſome- 
time fora long time, when it 15 
loathed and played withall, and 
troden vnder foot ; and all this 
the Lord doeth in ſingular wite- 
dome , becauſe the worth of 
benefits is not ſo well knowne, 
as by the want of them. | 


That our Hearts and Soules 


arc 


IIT 
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moſt with 11] humours, and the 
iron that is not ſcowred (till, b 


thereth ruſt ; and the child t 
is continually fedde, and hath| 
whatſocucr hce crauveth and Fry.) 
eth for, ar laſt playeth with bs 
meat,and caſtcth it to the dogs, 
and therefore it is neceflary that 
ſometime hee ſhould be abridg. 
ed and pinched. 

tal; ſo doth the Lord alſo; 
(by interrupring the peace and! 
eaſe of his Church ) an go the 
ll humours of pride an Con-! 
rempt growing in the body of| 
his Church: ſodocth hee vie to! 


ſcowre off the ruſt of impati-' 
ence and diitruſtfulneſſe, which; 


growe vpon your iron hearrs, 
with the graces of Gods Spirit. 

Sodoth hce by ſtormes and 
tempeſts, by thunderings and 
lightnings of troubles and per- 
ſecutions, cleanſe the corrupt 


a @@@OTh 


[| 
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ayre of his Church, leſt the 
good graces of Faith and of Re- 

ntance, and of Loue, and of 
Zecale, and of Patience, and of 
Charity, ſhould rhrough conrti- 
nuall calmenefſe bee infected 
with Infidelity,or Impenitency, 
or hardnes of Heart,or Protanc- 
neſſe, or Pride, or Vaine-glory, 
or Selfe-loue, or coldnefle , or 
Apoſtacie, or with one Spiritu- 
all diſcaſe or another. 

And ſodoeth the Lord vic to 
pinch and abridge his Church 
of the foode of his hcaucnly 
Word, now and then,and ſome- 
time fora long time, when it 15 
loathed and played withall, and 
troden vnder foot ; and all this 
the Lord doeth in ſingular wile- 
dome , becauſe the worth of 
benefits is not ſo well knowne, 
as by the want of them. 

That our Hearts and Soules 


arc 
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are cankered and ruſtic it is 
moſt euident, and therefore a 
ſcowring is to be thought .vpon 
at the leaſt : That there arc ma- | 
ny ill humors of vnthankfulu& 
of pride, of contempt, of cru- 
eltic , and oppreſſion, of fwea- | 
ring and forſwearing, of whore-| 
domes, and drunkenneſſe, of all | 
kind of profanenefſe and abomi- | 
nations abounding in the body | 
of the Church, it 1s not to bee 
denied. And therefore a rime 
of purging and cxerciting, 15 to 
bee thought vpon. 

That A7anna 1% loathed , and 
the pure preaching of Gods 
moſt holy Word deſpiſed , and 
the faithfull Prophets ot the 
Lord hated and moleſted, for 
doing the Lords meſſage, and 
the feete of them which bring 
glad ridings counted moſt foule 
which ſhould bee eſteemed as 


moſt / 


| 
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moſt beauti! ul, all rth!s 1s roo 

| viſible, and palpable, and there- | 
| fore Amos h1s famine 1s to bee an—_ 
| thought v; pon, it not to bee 100- 
 ketl for. W hen the Lord had 


planted a Vine in Ifracl, and wa- Efiy.s.1, 


rered it, and hedged it, and dref- ,** + 


| (ed it, hee noked for grapes Our | 
| found none, but the w 51d grapes | 
| of Opprc fon and mquity. Bur | 
what then > Then hee purpoſed 
tortake away the hedge the Treok, 

to breake doxwne the wal! therce- | 
| of, and to lay itwaſte, that it| 


——_— -  — 


| 


'- Vi £ ” 
| might bee devoured of wilde 1,70 ov 


| beaſts : Bur firſt hee told chem | 
| that hee would deale thus with 
| them, ans] themſclues ſhould be 
| ludges wherher he d1d them any 
| Wrong or no, 

Thar the Lord hath done a« 
much for his Vineyard in Zr 
land, as cucr he did for his Vine 
yard in /ſrae/, (if not a great 
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dealc more) no indifferent bo- 
| dy will deny : That rhe grapes 
| of Englands Vine bee as wilde, 
and as fowre as cuer were the 
grapes of 1ſracls Vine (it mit 
much worſc)the branches them | 
ſelves can reltihe, Burt what! 
then > And is not now a break-| 
ing downe of the wall, a pluck- | 
ing vp of the hedge, and a lay ing| 
waſtc of the Vine 1n Eneland to 
be thought vpon ( O Sluggard) 
if not to bce looked ior > Hath 
| not the Lord told vs of his pur-! 
pote and determination herein, 
againe, and againe > And are 
we not rather worſe then better | 
for all that? Now if theſe things 
come to paſſe, wee our (clues 
ſhall bee judges, whether the 
Lord hath done \ - any wrong Or 
no, 

Now conſider further with 
hs ſclke (O Sluggard ) what 


priut- 
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priuiledge hath Erg/and more 
then 1ſracl had > How much 1s 
the Lord beholding to vs , more 
then to them > ſurely neither 
' da them nor to vs,nor to any was 
eucr the Lord beholding . forif 
a man be righteous, he 1s righte- 


' ous for himſelfe, (rh lob. | 


| Bur what promiſe or warrant Job z5.7 


| have wee more then they had, or 
| any Church from the be *Z1n0INg 
'of the world > Hath there nor 
| beene in nature a continuall in- | 
| tercourſe and change of W inter | 
and Summer, of Night and of 
| Day, of Faire- weather and of | 
Fowle-weather , of Cold and of | 
Heate , of the Spring and the 
Fall > And haſt thou not ob- 
| erued the like in the- ſtate of 
grace > Surcly if thou haddeft 
not cloſed vp thine eves of pur- 
; poſe (O thou Sluggard ) thou 


| couldeſt not chuſe but fee the 
| I 2 Lords | 
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Lords worke therein, Well, yet 
thou canſt not deny, bur that 
there haue beene many alterati- 
ons, and ſundry changes in the 
world, and thy ſelfe ſometime 
(berweene waking and fleeping, 
but without any feeling ) will 
ſir and tell of them, and what 
thou haſt ſeene in thy time, 
which ſhall be ſufficient ro con- 
demne thee , for it is more then 
a dreame that thou fpeakeſt of. 
Bur if thou wilt now ( beſides 
thy owne drow ſie experience) a 
little liſten. vnto the word of 
God,and pray vnto God that he 
may open thy eyes, thou ſhalt 
ſee that which yet thou diddeſt 
never ſo much as dreame of : 
Like the ſeruant of Eliſha,which 
ſaw the mountains couered with 
heauenly fouldiers, when the 
[Lord opened his eyes, which be- 
fore hee ſaw not. 

" {arke 
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Marke it well I ſay, and thou 
ſhalt ſce , both how often the 
Lord hath turned,and as it were 
rheeled about bis Church, and 
the cauſe thereof to be ſtill rhe 
Churches iniquity. And thou 
ſhalr ſee,if not conſeſle,thar the 
continuall ſtarting of men from 


God, hath broken the courſe of 


his grace which otherwiſe had 
beene continuall. The tructh 
whereof may appeare alnjoſt 
from the beginning of the 
world. 

For firſt, when the true wor- 
ſhip of God was in the curſed 
off-ſpring of "ain almoſt vrterly 
decayed, the Lord reſtored it a- 
gainc in the dayes of Seth and 
bis ſonne Enos, that it might 
thriuc and floriſh in the world. 
Now it was Summer time with 


them ; but how long did it laſt > | 


Surely not long, for ſcarce eigl-r 


Note th 
well. 
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gencrations were paſſed , when 
all the poſterity of them whom 
God had ſeparaced for his owne 
children.did 
with the ſonnes and daughters 
of men at thcir pleaſure, wirh- 
our the feare of God , throwing 
themſciucs in ſuch wiſe into all 
manner of wickednefle, that 
( having defiled themſelues,and 
the whole world with their abo- 
minartions ) the Lord brought 
a flood vpon them, to defiroy 
them all, that they which had 
drowned themſelucs in finne, 
might bee alſo drowned in wa- 
ter: and ſo they were twiſe 
drowned : and now was winter 
come. 

When the Church 


was 


brought ro eight perſons, it ſce- 
med then fo purged, rhat the 
little ſeed that remained,ſhould 
of it ſclfe bring forth nothing 


mingle themſclues | 


EET 
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but pure holinefle : And yer a- 
non after it diminiſhed almoſt ! 

| by the fourth part. Afterward 

'the Lord renewed his coucnant 

with Abraham and his ſeede, for Abraham, 
whom hee wrought many won- | 

| derfull chings : For firſt , with a 

mighty hand and ſtretched our 

arme, hee brought them our of ; 

Exype : Then hee led them | 
through the red Sea : Then hee | 

fed them with bread from Hea- ! 

'ven : Then hee deſtroyed many | 

| Kings for their ſakes, and made | 
their very Name famous and | 
fearefull whereſoeuer 1t came, 
and thus they were going to- 
ward the land of promiſe : Now 
' who would not of ſuch happic 
 beginings have iudged that 
there ſhould have enſued a con- 
tinuance of a happie ſtate 2 
. | Notwirhſtanding,the very ſame 
People ( in whole Gdeliuerance | 


On EE OO I" EE En nee — —_ 
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the Lord had ſhewed fo mani- 
felt a proote of his power and 
mercic ) did not ccaſe continu- 
ally to prouoke the Lord with 
their impatient murmurings, 
and vnkinde rebellions , vatill 
by fearful! , and horrible wwdge- 
mcnts thcy were all deſtroyed 


| in the wildernefle. Ar Icngth 


the Children of them rooke 
poſſciſion of the ſaid land , but 
vet ſuch a poſſeſſion as well 
necre 1n fixe hundre:! yecres at- 
tcr,, had no ſtabillicic, becavle 
they themſclues through their 
owne falſneſle and inconſtancic 
did continually trouble it : and 
ſtill (by ſhaking off the yoake 
voi God ) they procured new 

uſchictes ro themſclues. Aſo- 
ſcs had told them before, how it 
would come to paſſe, that when 
they were fat and full, rhcy 
would lift vp the hecle, and tor- 


cry 


— 
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getthe Lord. And what doth | 
the ſtory of the 1udzes rchearle, 
but continuall backflidings ? 
My hen the Kingdomec of Danunid 
wad creed , there ſeemed a 
more- certaine and grounded | 
ſtate of a Church to have beenc 
eltabliched, for a long continu- 
ance. But that lame ntablec ',. cam. 
| laughter of the Peſtilence, *4-25- 
which for three daves ſpace ra- | 

| ged moſt monſtc roafly in the 

| \W orld, did greatly abare thar | 

| felicitie. 

| WW hen Solomon came to the 

| Crowne , Summer came againe 
[tothe Church : For God gaue | 

| 1m great peace on cuery tide; 
{and in his relt hee bilded the 
| Ttempie of the Lord 1n N/eruſe- 

| lem : But by and dy . aſter the 
death of Solomon, the body of | 
| the Realmc was Hide d. and | 
the torne members ceaſed not | 
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afterward to bite one another, 
And both the Kingdomes , 1 
meane of ſrael and Tudah, were 
' miſcrably turmoyled by tor- 
| raine Warres. Shall wee/Tay 
| thar this came vnto them by 
' fortune or chance > Nay rather 
' they themfelues through their 
| frnnes, enforced and haſtened 
i the vengeance of God : For cuen 
when they ſeemed molt inno- 
cent, namely while David go- 
cth through with numbring of 
them , becauſe it was the pecu- 
liar faulr of one man : Yet the 
| holy Story ſaith plainely, that 
God was wroth with them all. 
Arlength followed that great 
cucrſion , little differing from 
veter deſtrution , when all the 
whole Nation was led captiuc 
tO Babylon : Burt after thre» 
ſcore and renne yeeres they 


were reſtored home againe : 


—_ 
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which 1oytull returne was vnto ; 
them another birth. Nortwith- 
ſtanding, ſo loone as they were | 


| returned bome, ſtraightwayes | 


forgetting (0 orcat a benefit, 
they dvgcncrated againe 10tO 
ſundric kinds of gaughtineſle : 

So.nce dehiled themſelucs with 
Heathen marriages : Some de- 
frauded the Lord of his tenths 
and firſt fruits: Other ſome nes- 


eting the building of che \Mat.z.8, 
Temple, were w holly occupied Wag 


in making of braue houſes , and 
beftoxwed excefſiue colt thercon: 
which foule vnthanktu!lneſſe of 
theirs was ſuch, as cucry man 
muſt confeſle ( the Sluggar: 

and all ( that it ought nor ro 
(cape vnpuniſhed. Neither did ir 
eſcape : For after char, rhe I.ord 
brought them in ſubicion to 
the Rowaner , who burned their 
temple and made hauock of all. 
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| | 
| grounded the telicity of his! | 


W hen Chrift, the Prince of! 


Peacc, and Authour of all g00d 
things , ſhewed himſclfe to the 
(iy orld . Mcn might (enfibly 
have fc I how ccrtaine and well 


' ternal Kingdome 1$, 1f they 
would have ſuffered them to 
reſt among them : But the 
Vorled was neucr ſhaken with 
more crucl] tempetts ot wan, 
nor ncucr drowned in fo deepe 
a inkc of manitold cuils. But 
what was thc caule > YSure- 
ly when Chriſt was borne, there 
was {1agular peace an quict- 

ele cuery where. And about 
; fourty veeres after, his Go- 
fpcl was ſpread through diucrs 
coaſts of the World : After it 
"was publiſhed farre and ncerc, 
tiddenly things began tobe on 


,4 turmoyle euery where. And 


whereof came fo ſudden alrtera- 


BS. N a 
| godlineſle , but alſo of them 


| 


| 


il 


| 
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tion, but that God for the con- 
tempt anc] refuſal! of his Goſpel 
was now bent to bee reuenged 
of ſo great vnthanket ulncſſe > 
land to at moſt iaſtly. For when 
[Kings and their people had de- 
ſpiſed the peace which God of- 
 fered them , was it not right and 
reaſon thar they (hould bee ſer 
together by the cares, that one 
of them might w ound another 
[to the death > And what can 
continue in order among 
them, who refuſe to ſubmit 


| themſelues to God > 1 ſpeake 


not onely of the open enemies, 
which hauc wiltully Frinen a- 
eainſt the holeſome dotrine of 


that! ue profeſied rhemſclues 


Chriſtians. For hor co! 'Ily and 


ne hano many of 


them, how falſely and difſem- 
blingly (like 1ud.s) have other- 


—— 
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Reme. 
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ſome kifled Chrift-Ir 15 not ve- 


knowne,that /eruſaler was once| 


the Fountaine from whence 
ſaluarion flowed into the vtter- 
mo!t boundes of the carth; + 
ar the comming of Chriſt, 


retained ſcarce a | thinne _—_ 


of the ancicnrt worthineſle : And 


withina while after, 1t not one-| | 


ly loft that which remained,but 
was vtterly caſt downe allo, and 

madc a waſte wilderneſſe;w bick 
made the Lord Icfus ſhedde| 
teares when hee looked vpon| 
che Critic, What 1s the rea- 
{on that no Man trauaileth in 
feck ins our the cauſe of fo mon- 
Berws a rvinc : Bnr rhat rhe 
deſpert oe wickednefte of that 


, Nantr:on dort: open'y cry out 


—_ ——_—_—— ——_ 


flat the farce was thc cauſe 
tlic root. 

R110 Was NCUEr p! azued with 
{c) many CIC! { flag tee iS, n (© 


ſhort | 
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ſhort a time, as it hath beene 
ſince t..c Goſpel came rhirher. 
But what was the cauſe there- 
of Open thy eyes ( Sluggard) 
and-, thou ſhalr fee the cauſe 
ling enough, that when God 
rought the medicine of his 
Goſpel thither, as the vetermo 
remedy againſt ſo many deadly 
diſeaſes of lawleſſe Luſt , wic- 
ked partakings, and intollerable 
tyrannie which reigned in that 
City, they (like perſons that 


| had "8 orne their owne deſtructi- 


on) proudly reiected it, and 
ceaſed not to fall from w orſe to 
worlc. 

The very ſame thing we may 
obſerue in this our age, both in 
the kingdome of France, and elſe 
where : For when the C hurch 
was as it were new borne againe, 
and had a glorious beginning, 
like the riſing of the Sunne , ic 
hat 
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| hath beene ſeenc ſoone after to 
ſlide downe and carricd backe 
againe, And yct before rhe Lord | | 
laid theſe fearetull puniſhments | 
vpon them, of ciuill dflcntions, 


companied with many korrible 
miſchicfes moc, the Goſpel 
was ſcene divers and ſundry 
wayes cucry whe Te hlchily abu- 
| ſed: In ſo much that the ſudden 


pencd , 15 not fo orcatly to bee 
ſuſtcrance, 1n bearing with the 


rune. 

And in England, amongſt ſo 
many thouſands as to outward | 
appearance had very gladly de- 
nied the Pope, and profeſſed || 
themſelues Golpellers : How | 
icw ( I pray you) doe fall to a- 
mcndment of their vices 2 Nay 


| rathcr 


and of bloody maſlacres', ac- 


' turning vp of rhings that hap- 
wondered at, as Gods long 


prodigious wickedne Me of our 


: 
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rather, what doe the greater 
part pretend, but that when the 
yoke of ſuperſtition was ſhaken 
off, they might more licenti- 
ouſly giue rhemſclues to carnal! 
_—_ And albeit they con- 
fefſe the doArine of the Goſpel 
to bee true, yet where 1s there 
one amongft many that ſubmit- 
reth his necke vnto the yoke 
and diſcipline thereof > That 
Chriſt ſhall bee abaſed for their 
aduancement,they are content : 
Thar hee (hall be pinched with 
pouertic gnd _ to make 
them rich, they are content : 
That Chriſt ſhall bee betrayed 
for them, if not by them too, 
they are alſo conrent : Thar 
Chriſt ſhall be whiped and im- 
priſoned for them, and buffered 
for them, and mocked at for 
them, and crucified for them, 
they are very well content , a 

" 
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© } like wt well : But thar Chriſt 
(hall bee the King of their 


cenſure them, and order them 
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ſo..l.s, and rule them, and 


by his owne Lawes and Ord- 
nances, they will none of that; 
becauſe that is againſt our 
pleaſure, and againſt our pro- 
fir, and againſt our honours, 


|  ——— <—_— 


|. 
and dignities : Like the you | 


man in the Goſpel, that woul 

doe any thing that Chriſt bade, 
him, ſaving ſelling away his| 
goods for the vſe of the poore: 
But that hee could not abide,| 


becauſe he was rich, and it was| 


not for his profit, 
Now then, what 1s to bee 
looked for, or likely to caſue, 


© lt AS mAwS an cc aOqec Ot 


but a moſt ſharpe puniſhment 


anſwerable to ſuch wicked and|' 
wiltull contemprs > And if any | 


thing bee to bee wondered at, 


here 15 the wonder, that ( con-|| 


(idering 
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ſidering our great vnthankeful- 
neſſe ) any part of the worke 
remaineth which God hath be- 
1|, [gun, And to conclude this 
|| int : Wee ſee how the Lord 
|| |hath, roſſed and turned his 

| Church from time to time : 
How hee hath from the begin- 


| [ning of the World, both Sum- 
|| [mered it, and Wintered at, 
|| [caſed it, and pinched it, par- 
|| |donedit, md plagued it, for 
| the abuſe of his Grace, and 
contempt of his Word : Wee 

| | fee the print of his ſeppes in 
| all places : Before the Flood, 
| and ſince the Flood : In 1ſrae!, 
|| | and Iudah, and in Jeruſalemand 
in Rome, and in Canaan, which 

15 now Turfey, and in France, 

| [and in Srorland, and in Ger- 
| many,and in England too,which 
| hath beene ouer-runne ſome- 

\ | time by the Danes, and ſome- 
K 2 time 
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time by the Nermanes, and 


ſometime by the Briraines,and 
now inhabited with Engliſb- 
men , that can ſcarce tell of 
whom, or whence they came, 

And in England wee, know 
what changes and alterations 
have happened : One while Po- 
perie, another whale the Go- 
ſpel : Now peace, and anon, 


| perſecution : And like the Sea, 


w——— 


our peace ſtill ebbing and flow-| | 


ing, but never certaine, and! 


now more enced, and threat-| 


ned then ever it was. This 
wee ſee, I fay, and this may 
the Sluggard fee, if hee will 
awake. 

And ſeeing this courſe 
which God hath continually 
thus raken, what reaſon hath 
the Sluggard to lie ſtill ſnor- 
ting and ſleeping in his ſinnes, 


as hee doth, both in the hy 
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and Countrey, in che Cities | 


and Villages, and in cuery 
place elſe, as hee doth > And 
what reaſon haſt thou (oh Slug- 
gard ) todreame ſtill of adrie 
Suminer, as it is in the Procro, 
and not to thinke of a Winter 
as well as a Summer > VVhat 
charter haſt thou more then thy 
fellowes that are gone before 
thee > Art thou Wo then 
they > I tell thee, nay, the Lord 
lefus rells thee,thou art nor ber- 
ter wharſocuct thou art, but 
worſe : Except thou repent thou 
ſhalt likewiſe periſh. Thinke 
no longer therefore with thy 
lelfe, that thou ſhalt never bee 
awakened : For by all likcly- 
hoods and probable coniec- 
tures, a Winter will come,with 
luch ſtotmes and rempeſts, that 


| ſhall awake thee, and pinch | 
thee, and ſtarve thee too. it 
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| 


rhou prouide not in time for thy 
lafery. And take this withall, 
that the longer it bee in com- 
ming, the ſharper will it bee 
when it commeth : Becauſe, ro 
whom much is giuen, gf him 
much ſhall bee required. 

Therefore , Goe to the Piſmire 

O Sluggard, behold her 
wayes , and bee wiſe : 
For ſhee &c. 


YI 


— 


Vherher | | 


. | Maſter will nor come yer, and ſo 


MESS AST 
REESE, 
Whether this Winter bee 


ncere hand , or farre off, and 
| 
| 
| 


how we may know it, 
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TRAY Ve all this will not 
D)- awake the Slug- 

Wy gard. For hc Gaith 
YZ with himſelfc,tuſh | 
& ruſh, [ pray) you let 

me alone: For though | it be like- | 
ly a Winter may come, yet now 
itis Summer, and Winter wall 
not come yet: Like the cuill {cr- 
uant in the Goſpel,thar ſaid,My 


fell a beating of his fellowes 
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| 
| it ſcemcth that this 1$ NO new- 


Fliy.zs, 
If. 


| | 


(till, as the Sluggard falleth | | 
fleepe ſtill, and ſtill puts off the 
day of his turning to God. And 


denice of the Sluggard : for hee 
hath learncd it of The ſcorniefull 
men of Jeruſalem , and ir 15 a| | 
common anfſwere of all Slug-| 
gards that meanc to dwell ill 
in their finnes , It will nor come| 
yer, 

When the Lord by his Pro-| | 
pher ſent word to leruſalem,that | | 
a ſcourge was comming vpon ; 
them for r their ſinnes, they carcd' 
not for it : For they had made a | 
coucnant with Death, and were | 
at agreement with Hell, that 15, 
they had a ſhitt for cucry thing. | 
And admit, fay they, that a 
ſcourge doc come, and runne O- 
uer vs, ;} and paſle through vs, yet 
it hall not came at vs, Forwee| |. 
haue made falſehood ourrefuge, | | 
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and vnder vanity are we hid. A 
goodly refuge, and a couecring 
lurable, and beſt beſeeming the 
(cornetull Sluggard. And what 
other refuge or coucring haue 
all rhe Sluggards of our time, 
but arcfuge of falſchoo1, and 
a coucring of vanity ? that 1s, 
a falſe rctuge, and a vaine couc- 
ring, which is as good as none 
ar all, 

But becauſe the Sluggard 15 
at the point to thinke that it 15 
yct a great way off , Like thc 
toole in the Golpel,yho told his 
ſoule of pulling downe his old 
Barncs, and building bigger, 
and of lining many vecres, cucn 
that night when his ſoule was to 
be ferched away from him : Ve 
will now goe a little further, and 
as we haue procucd it a thing ve- 
ry likely to fee a VVinter come 


after this Sunne-ſhinc Summer 


— —_ ——— 


Luke 3 2, 
29, 
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| prooue, by the grace of God, 


that it is not farre off, but very 


I ſet neither houre, nor day, nor 
moneth, nor yeere; but would 
hauc the Sluggard know that it 
| is at hand, and not fo farre off as 
| he doth imagine. And let not 
| this caueat be rodiſmay , or ter- 
rific any man, except it bee the 
drowſic Sluggard , whom no- 
thing will awake ; but as a voyce 
going before the Bridegroomes 
ſhoute, that they which now 
want oyle for their Lampes,may 
in time prouide agaiaſt his com- 
ming 

Burt how ſhall wee know that 
the winter ſtormes of trouble 
and perſecution are aproaching, 
that wee may make our prouiſt- 
on ? Surely,as Chriſt raughr his 


Diſciples to know when Sum- 
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of the Goſpel ; ſo wee will alſo| | 


likely to come ſhortly vpon vs.| | 


ay our << 7F= Y% a XK» #44 © 
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; [mer is at hand : So by the ſame 
rule wee may learne to know 
when winter 15 at hand. And by 
the Figge tree both may be lear- 
ned ; Learne the parable of. the 
Figge tree ( (aith Chriſt) When 
her bough is yet tender , and it 
bringeth foorth leaues, yee know 
that Summer tis neere; Therefore 
by the rule of contraries, when 
the Figge trees bough hath loſt 
her tendernefſe , and caſt her 
leaues, wee may know that win- 
ter 15 neere. 

The Fig-tree ſhall bee the 
Church of Enslard;, the boughs 
the members of the Church, 
or profeſſors of the Goſpel; the 
renderneſſe of the boughes, the 
loue of the Goſpel; the leaues, 
of the profeſſion of the Goſpel; 
the fruites of the Tree, the 
. [fruites of the Goſpel ; as! Loue, 
loy, Peace, Long-ſuffcring, 


Mar. 24. 
32. 


'F } Gals. 
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, | Gentleneſſe, Goodneſle, Mceke 
"lneſle, Tem _—_ Godlineſſe, 
Paticnce, haritie, Sobrietie, 
Faith, Repentance, Mortificati- 
onot fleſhly luſts, and ſuch like, 
which are called 1n Scripture, 
the fruites of the Spirit ; which 
; ſho. ald bee in all rhe etue pro- 
fc flors of rhe Goſpel, becauſe 
| they are led by that Spirit, 
which is a Spirit of Loae, and 
of Ioy, and of Vnderſtanding, 
and of Councell, and of Cou- 
'rage, and of the feare of the 
| Lord, as £ſay ſheweth : The 
| hardnefſe of the boughes , may 
| hew the contempt ol the Go: 
|pcl, which argueth (where it 
115) adeparting of the Grace of 
| God : Thefall of rhe leafe may 
| reſemble the falling away from 
the ſinceritie of the Goſpel : 
| Which Saint Paul calleth a de- 
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| parting from the Faith ; which 
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be propheſied of rocome in the 
latter end of the world : Which 
alſo argueth, that the end of 
theworld is at hand. Now to 
know whether the Fig-tree hath 
any fruit, or bee caſting off of 
her fruit, leaves and all, great 
fearch neede not bee made with 
a Candle, as if it were a thing 
hidden in darkneſſe : For it is (© 
euident that a man may ſee it a 
farre off, When Jeremie was 
ſet to make ſearch in /eruſalom 
forone righteous man, that it 
might bee ſpared : Hee was not 
willed to hand ſtill in euery 
place that hee came at , and nar- 
rowly to looke into cucry cor- 
ner, as though hee ſhould elſe | 
have wanted matter : But to run 
too and fro in the ſtreetes,, and 
It was enough : For their wic- 
kednefle was ſo openly profel- 


ſed, that a man might ſec it as 


hy 


142 


The Ronſing of the Slugg ard, 


— __— 


es 


hee ranne. So a man need not!! 
ſtand prying into euery corner 
of mu and leafurcly to 


take a narrow view of cuery|; | 


mans life, that were too much {|| 
Bur let him runne too and fro in 
the ſtreets, and open places of| 
the Land ,and it is enough : So/ 
openly is wickedneſlc profeſſed, 
and ſo manifeſtly is our filthie 
nakednefle laid open, Jeremie: 


—_ 


ranne through the ſtreets of 7e- 
ruſalem , but hee could not find! 
one that executed Iudgement, | 
and that ſought the tructh : So 
they that execute tudgement 
mftly , and ſeeke the rructh vn- 
faincdly in the Church of Eng- 
land, are leaſt in ſight, and mult 
nor doe it openly, leſt they bee 
noted for Puritanes. Many ſay, 
the Lord liueth, and yet fiweare | 
falſely : There was ſwearing, and 
falſe fvearing,, and common 
ſwear! 


ES 
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ſwearing in the ſtreetes, and in 
the houſes, and in the ſhops,and 
in the markets, and in the 
| Courts of /eruſalem : And the 
lame is to bee ſeene in England, 
and all vader the cloake of Reli- 
ion r00. And for theſe things 
Lord hath ſtricken vs,bur we 
haue not forrowed : And ſome 
bath hee euen conſumed to the 
terrour of others : Burt neither 
| they, nor others haue returned 
tothe Lord, If wee goc along 
with /eremie from the common 
people ro the great men, what 
ſhall wee finde > Surely they 
ſhould know the way of the 
Lord, and the iudgement of 
their God ſhould nor be hidden 
from them. But alas , none 
more ignorant then many of 
them, they haue altogether 
broken the yoke of diſcipline, 


and burſt the bandes of u_ 
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neſſe, If a man looke into the 
Court, is not there alſo the fall 
of the leafe > For how elle is the 
time ſpent ? But(as the Apoſtle || 
ſaid ot Our Fore-fathers ) in fit- | 
ting downe to cate, and drinke, || 
and riſing againe to play, ſtudy- || 
ing, who ſha!l exceede aud ex- 
ccll orhers in vanitie, pride, and 
braueric, in flattering and dif-| | 
ſembling, in oathing, and ſcoff- 
ing, in chamberiag and wat- 
tonnefle : Bur alas, there 1s no 
lcaſure ro looke vpon the Booke | 
of God. If Amos the rough 
hewen heardman come thirher | 
to Preach , there is no place for | 
him, hee muſt goe againe to! 
Bethel, what ſhould ſuch a fel- 
low doe there to awake the 
 Sluggard,, and trouble the de- 
will in his fleepe > As for the 
often Preaching of the Word, 
which was wont to bee there, 
how 


——. 
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bow is it eclipſed,and abridged; 
And that which remaineth.,alas 
what 1s it for the moſt part, but 


a fweete pleaſing ſong, co rocke 


them faſt aſlcepe in their (innes, 
which were afleepe before? And 


bappic were it for £n2/and it 


that kind of Preaching, were not 
made a patterne for the moſt 
Preachers in the Land to fol- 
low. Burt how elfc ſhould the 
people ( when Winter com- 
meth ) bee found frozen vp in 
their dregs ( as the Propher 
ſpeaketh > ) how elſe (ſhould 
os bee hardned in their fins, 
and haue their condemnation 
ſealed vp vnto them? As for rhe 
Prelates , and great men of che 
Church, hauc not their Fig-tree 


alſo loſt her renderneſſc,and calt | 
her leaves as well as others ? | 


Verily it is ſo manifeſt, that it 
cannot be denicd : Orelfe what 
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1s becoine ot that ancient dil:- 
gence and painfulneſle in Prea- 
ching, of that Zeale and Faith- 
fulnefſe in profeing, of that 
courage and boldneflc in 
uing , and of that louingneſſe 
and lowlineſſe in entertaining 
that was in many of them be- 
fore they were exalted > 

Before Hazael was = 
Aram , the Prophet Eliſha 
ked carneſtly vpon him, and 
wept : And being asked of Hs- 
zael why hce wept, he told him 
the cauſe, and het was becauſe 
Hazael comming once to the 


Kingdome , ſhould doe much| 


euillto /ſracl,and rold him that 
hee ſhould burne their Ciries 
with Fire, that hee ſhould fla 

their yong men with the fron 


that hee ſhould daſh their In-| 
fants againſt the ſtones, and| 
rent in pieces their women with! | 


childe: 


| 


EE 


— _ 


"Tach vile things. Burt yet when 
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Which Hazaec! then tooke in | 
ſuch ill part, that hee asked the | 
Prophet if hee thought him to 
bee a dog , that hee thould doe | 


he was oted to the King- 
dracidia So if Elilh 
had come to ſome when the 

were Students in the Vniverſi- 
tics, and afterwards Zealous 
Preachers elſe-where in King 
Edwards dayes , and perhaps in 
our time too, and rold them 
thar rhey being then Oliues 
ſhould looſe their fatneſle, 
that they chould colde 
and negligent in bing the 
Word, that they ſhould denie 
that which they then mauntai- 
ned, that they ſhould filence 
and trouble their brethren, and 
ſtrengthen the hands of the wic- 
ked , would they not haue beene 


womeny as Hazacl was > Bbt 


L 2 haue 
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haue not promotion and prefer-| | |— 
prooue ment made 1t tOO true 2 | 
Looke into the ſtate of the| T 
Church, and behold her Mint-} 
ſters and watchmen,are they not| | 
for a great part of them, cirher| | | 
blind and ignorant,or negligent, | | | - 
or vafaithtull,or fearctull,or raſh | '* 
and heady , and vndiſcreete, or| | |, 
vngodly and profane > And if| | |; 
any be otherwiſe, and approued | | 
tor their learning, and paineful-| | , 
neſſe, and wiſedome, and cou- ; 
rage, and godlinefle : As there| | , 


be ſome ſuch, and ( rthankes bee 
to God many ſuch) yer how 
are they hated, and moleſted, 
and made wonderments to 
thoſe that arc round about 
them > If wee come tothe anci- 
ent profeſſors of the Goſpel, 
juch as in Qucene aries dayes 
were zealous, and in the begin- 
ning of our Queencs raigne 


werc 
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were forward to ſer vp the Go- 
| | | pelof Chriſt what ſhal we tind | 
' | | but inthe moſt of them through 
{the Land, a generall numbneſſe 
* | andapoſtacic,hauing pur off the 
ſhooes of preparation for the 
Goſpel 5 and pur On the ſhooes 
of preparation tor all kind of 
ranitic, preferring playcs bctore 
Preachings, tables and cards be- 
fore the old and new Teſtamenr, 
' refoluing to bee 1tuſt of the 
Kings religion, and ro ſtand 
to nothing for feare of altera- 
tion. 

Theſe men haue becne madc 
ſodrunken with proſperity and 
caſe, that they are fallen taſt a- 

' Mleepe, not caring who ſtanderh 
| | and laugheth ar their nakednes, 
_ | having nothing left but their 
beardes,and their budges,ſf1gnes 

., of Grauity , like an Imc buth at 

' a Tauerne aoore where there 15 
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nowine : But as for their Loue, 
; and Zeale, and Charity , and 
| Piety, ahd Religiouſneſle, &c. 
the date of them 1s out long a- 

oe, and their copies altered. | | 
And it theſe things bee any| 
where , are they nor generally 
reſting in the younger fort ? 0- 
thers there bee which of late 
yecres hane alſo made a glorious 
(hew of Zeale to the Word, and 
of Lone to the Miniſters there- 
of, which are alſo ſtart aſide like| | 
a broken bow : For as vntimely 
fruit, they were ſoone ripe, and 
ſoone rotten, At the firſt ſo farre 
in loue with the Preachers, that| ' 
rhey would build their ſaluati- 
on vpon them : But by degrees| | 
( God curſing their pride , and}| 
prepoſterous Teale ) they fell| 
quitc away, infolently condem- 
ning the Church for no Church |. 


the Miniſtery for no Miniſtery, 
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the Sacraments for no Sacra- ' 
ments, bur all ro bee worſe then 
naught; like the Barbarians who 


|| [medas a God. Andwith their 
| [prepoſterous proccedings, haue 

hurt themſelues , and hin- 
dred the whole Church of many 
good things , which otherwiſe 
might hauc bcene obtained, the 
Lord lay it not to their charge. 
Otherſome at the firſt com- 
ming of their Paſtours amongſt 
them,haue (in ſhew)giuen forth 
good teſtimonies of loue to the 


-#one while tooke Paul fora mur- | 
| [derer, and another while eſtce- 


I5r 
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Trueth,who afterward haue alſo | 
loft therr tendernefle, and caft | 
their leaues, (but fruit they ne- 
uer bare.) To theſe men the 
aching of the Word hath 
ne acceptable at the firſt , 
| |andasa flaſhof lightening did 

a little dazle their eyes for the 
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; pre ſent time, but after a while, 
| when 1t began to rub vpon their! 

| beloued ſinncs, and the mockes| 

of the wicked began ro encoun- 

| terthem , they gaue ouer; and || 

with Demas bctooke themſclues| 
; to the world againe, like men} 

that repented them of thcir bar-| 


ue prooued the forcit and f 
ſharpeſt enemies to their power, | | 
that might be, againſt their Mi-! | | 
niſtcrs and the W whole ſome do- 
Etrine of the Goſpel,in whoin 15 
fulfilled that fearcfull laying in | 


= 


Luk.$., 18 


the Goſpel : From him that hath | 
not , ſhall bee taken away, | | 
that which he ſeemeth to haue. | 

I ſay nothing all this while of | 
the mfinite ſwarmes of Papitts, | | 
and of Arhciſts, and of Neu-}. | 
ers, and of Libertines, and| | 
of Epicures, and of Machcuils, 


and of Hypocrites, and Time- 


of 
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ſcruers, and falſe Brethren, and 


ſcofters at Religion, and Prote- 


ſtants at large, and Schiſma- 


-[tickes, and Worldlings, and 


privy Whiſperers, and Back- 
| biters, and Ruthans, and Cou- 
ſeners, and Cutters, and many 
\moc Of that Crue beiides, 
| Whoremongers, and Bawdecs, 
and Theeucs, and Rogues, and 
\acompany of Rake-hellszvhich 
cannot bee numbred, all which 
are permitted and ſuffered for 
Moncy and Bribery, by batc 
\minded vnder Officers, to ict it, 
[and brauc it vp and downe in thc 
Land , yea, with countenance 
and credite roo, perhaps more 
then ſhall be affoorded ro better 
' men. And where is he that dare 
' ſpeake almoſt againſt them, 
| much leflc bridle them, for teare 
| of many difpleaſures and dan- 


\gers> And 1s it not come ro 
£ | 


| 
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paſſe, that a man may with more 
ſafery and credite commit ſinne 
then coatroule finne, which is 


moſt lamentable > mY 


It was once ſaid of Rome, ((o 
farre was it degenerate from 
grace and goodneſſe ) that Om- 
via cum liceant., non lices efſe be- | 
num, Itwas lawfull to bee any 
body, and rodoe any thing in 
Kome , but not te bee a good 
man. And 15 it not almoſt 
come to that paſſe in ſome pla- 
ces of England, that it is more 
tollerable for a man ro bee what 
hee will , fauing a good man in- 
deede 2 For that can hardly bee 
withour ſome trouble. Doe! 


thou fee now how the poore 
Church of God is peſtered, aud 
ouer-run with and wil- 
dernefſe > And doeſt not thou 
' maruaile that the Lord hath let 
it alone fo long > When thou 
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ſeeſt the Church of God thus 
pained, (though in reſpeR of o- 
_ of her {iſters,very bleſſed) 
 |1magine thou ſeeſt 7ob aliue a- 
| gaine firting downe in his aſh- 
ape, and breaking out with 
botches and ſores , from the rop 
0 the roe, and his griefe encrea- 
ſo, that his fp tends begin 
- it aloofe from him, being ſo 
gricued with the fi oh, that they 
know not well what to ſay to 
his comfort. And what doth 
all this foreſhew, but thar the 
Lord is hard at hand to viſit 
the Land with ſcourges, and to 
feed his people with the bread 
of affliction. 

And further it is to be obſer- 
ved , how the enemies of rhe 
Goſpel, and the Church of 
Chrift doe encreaſe , how bold 
they grow, how diſpniſedly 
they gore , and how they can fit 
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themſclues to the preſent rune, 
and frame themſclues ro cuery 
company, hauing change of 
ſures, and viſards, wherein they 
maske it at their pleaſures, that 
the Church of Chriſt hath 
much adoc to difcerne her 
friends and focs atunder : Nei- 
ther doth ſc know with whom 
to converſe tor Pictic, or whom 
to truſt for ſateric, 

All our comfort ( vnder 
God , whoſccyc ſtill watcheth 
oucr the rightcous ) 15, that our 
Mother is yet living, I meane 
her ſacred Maicſtic, © whoſe 
lappe the poore Church of the 
Lord Iefus may lay her head, 
whoſe tender loue and carc doth 
{till remue the fainting ſpirits 
of Chriſts little flocke, which 
otherwiſe were cucn ready to 
yecld vp the Ghoſt : But that 
their cruſt is in their great 
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Shepheard,vho will both keepe | 
and defend rhem that they mil- 
cary not: No,not one of his will 
he looſe. This is ome comfort 
| [yet, God make vs truely thank- 
' [full for it to his Dwine Maic- 
ſtie: ) This is fome comftorr yet, 
[ ſay, that our tender Mother 
is yet lining amongſt vs, and 
Lord, for thy mercies fake, long 
preſerue her dayes to the com- 
fort of thy Church. 
| Bur yet in this bleſſed com- 
fort there ,appeareth ſuthciene 
matter to humble vs, and to 
make the Sluggard looke about 
him: For is not the Church now 
very ſicke, and weake > Is not 
her Mother, our gracious Soue- 
raigne, im continuall danger of 
treacherous Hangbies, and 
bloody Traytors > Are not hol- 
low-hearted , and falſe-hcarted 
Subiccts admitred ro Her gra- 
19us 


: 
158 
' | ——_ 


The Rowjing of the Shug gard. 


| 


cious preſence many times, more 
then Shee or Her friends know 
of ? But that the Lord hath ſtill 


encaſed them, as cunningly as | | 


they masked it, ( bleſſed be his 
Name. ) 

And doe not the bloody Pa- 
piſts ( for that is their brand ) 
ſtand behinde the cloth as ir 
were, with their ſwords drawne, 
ready euery houre to ſteppe vp- 
on the Stage and to play their 

rts > doe they not onely waite 
or a day, like Zſau, who purpo- 
fed to kill his brother when his 
father was gone > Well, the 
Lord is in heauen and laugheth 
_ n _— and knoweth 

to diſpole of their es 

and intents well —_— 

can prevent them if it pleaſe his 

Maieſty (as hce hath done : ) 

but this may greatly humble vs, 
and awake vs, 

Againe, 
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ine,as wee hauc ooſcrued | 
inthe preaching of the Word, 
where it is , a great defeQ in re- 
ſpe of the manner,which is roo 
pleaſing : $o alſo may wee 0b- 
ſerve ( if our eyes bee in our 
heads) ſome corruption 18 re- 
ſpe& of the matter in many pla- 
ces, though nor ſo generall as 
the former. And that 15 not 
lightly to bee paſſe ouer, but 
we ſhould leame in the feare of 
God to make ſome vfe thereof. 
And let the Sluggard confider 
well of it , that when any ſhall 
now in fo great and cleere a 
light of the Goſpel, popiſhly 
maintaine the ſcuen deadly fins; 
or call in queftion our Tuftifica 
tion by faith in Chriſt alone ; Or 
deny ro the Church the aſſu- 


' [rance of her ſaluation by Chriſt, 


or diſcourage men from the rea- 


ding of the Scriptures ; We are 
ro 
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| decetucd him : As if it had 


;of theſe things, lay them to 


'grheyes, and awake vs trucly 


| tothinke of thetic things. Laſt 
| of all (roconclude this point) 
| when any ſhall reach that wee 
| muſt belcenc as the Church be. 


ſceueth, without cxamining, 


| the doctrine by the V\ ord: And 
! it any man bee decciued, that it 
' 15 fathcicnt for him to ſay be- 
' forc the Lord , that the Church 


becne fſufhcient for Adam to 

lay, his wife decetued him, and 

the Serpent decerucd her. 
When thou heareft (1 lay) 


heart, and take them as progno- 
ſtications of further matters, 
and forerunners of greater cuils 
tocnſuc : Eſpecially ſeeing the 
people arc as greedic to drinke, 
as others to braach whatſocuer 
it bee. Thercforc the Lord in 
his rich mercic open our flug- 


——_— —————_—— 
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out of our dead ſecuritic. And | 
as Chriſt ſaid , When you fee Mat. 24. 
the abomination of defolation |** 
ſtand in che holy place , let him 
that readerh conſider : So I ſay, 
when you ſce the corruption of 
ound doctrine, and the abomi- 
nation of popiſh filth ſand in 
the holy place, |ct him that hea- 
rech conſider : For 1t 1s Gods 
doing, though it bee the deuils 
ſuggeſtion, and that wſtly for 
our ſ1nnes. 

Thus haue wee runne about 
the ſtreeres, as /eremie did, and 
in caſting our eyes here and 
therezve haue found that which 
you ſee : Much more is behind 
that wee ſee not. Burt this 1s 
ſufficient to prooue vnto the 
Sluggards face, that as a winter 
5 likely tro come : So ( 1f Gold | 
dec not exceeding merciful!) by 
all ignes and tokens it 15 hard | 
M ar 
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at hand : For the Fig-trec hath 
loſt her tenderneſle , and there 
is generally a fall of the leafe in 
all places : and when wee ſee 
that , we mty know for a cea- 
taine that Winter is ncere: 
Therefore ( O Slvggard ) put| | 
off the time no longer + But 
while it 1s yet Summer T, wngan 
againſt Winter, leaſt thou rec 
pent it too late. By this time 
the Sluggard might haue beene 
awakened,bur hee fleeperh till: 
And therefore now let vs heate 
the Lord calling on him, and 
what anſwere hc will make 
when he is called. 
(*\*) 


|terh all but a litt! e, though hee 
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9 How lone wilt thou ſleepe , 
riſe out of thy ſleepe # 


His queſtion de- 
manded of the 
Sluggard , dorh 


mott notably (er 


Sluggard f When milt then a- ay 


forth his nature, 
which delightcth in ſleeping 
long, which loueth caſe and 
idlenefle , which hateth labour 
and diligence, and yet coun- 


bath beene long idle : And fi- 
nally, is fo farre from amend- 


| M 2 ment 


| — 
<— 
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mcnr \ being admoniſhed , that 
hec rc ſolucth ſtill ro continue as | 
tee began , exculing it by alit- 
ric, == a little, W hereby wee | 
may ſce, that whatſocuer can be | 
ſail ro the Slugs agard thar want- | 

eth the Spirit of God to quick-| | 
en him, 1s but as ſo much water 
Pow ed on a Black-moore, the 
watcr 1s fpilt, and rhe Black- 

moore 15 neuer the whiter. 

In this demand ro the Slug- | 
oard, the Lord cxpoſtulareth| 
the martrtcr with all of vs for our | 
durics, and row ſeth vs out of our ! 
dead ſleeper ſew that wee are | 
all roo carcleſle in our duties 
commanded of God:$o loath 1s 
the Lord to leave vs to our 
ſelues , that when hee hath cal. 
lcd once, hee callerh againe, and 
de bateth with vs for our carelel(- 
neſſc, as hee did with /(racl his 
owne pcople for their vnkind- 

neſle 


TS = 
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neſſe and wilfulncle mm retutin | 
the meancs of their ſaluation: 
Saying , #hy will you die O houſe Frec.rs. 
if Iacob, why will 104 die £ Thar ,* * 
both they and wee might fee the 
great goodnefle of the Lord to- 
wards VS, and that the Lord 
might bee wuſtiftied when wee 
ae tudged, and cleered when we Plal. $1.4, 
are condemne«: Becauſe oor de- | 
ſtruction 15 of OUT (clues, which | 

flcepc 01 A1'] when wee arc ca! 

&d, and yer count all but a lit- 
t'e. And this may ferue as a no- 
table pattcrne of louc tor Chrt- 
[tans ro follow , in reclaiming, 
their brethren that goe aſtray : 
whereby wee are taught not to 


. 


give them over at the firſt; Bur 
\whenwee have taught, to reach 
-|againe, and though wee haue 
| called once, and often, yct to 
call againe, and not to leaue 
teaching , and infttucting, and 
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calling, and expoſtulating with 
rhem,rill chey beare and returne, 
if there bee any ſparke of hope 
left vnto vs : Like rhoſe that 
blow at a coale till ir hath fer 
all the wood a burning. And 
in dcaling thus with our bre- 
thren, Jer vs but imagine that 
wee arc labouring to terch one 


againe that is fallen into a 
ſfwounc, who with often rub-| 
bing and chahng,, with much! 
pitching, boxing, and wrin- 


* . | 
ging,may bce recoucred againe, 
or clſe not. | 


The former patrerne of dili- 


gence in the Piſmire was ſuthci- | 
ent tocontroule vs all, and to; 


humble vs, for our flothfulneſſc 
in our calling, ( if wee were wiſe 


indeede, for a word to awiſe|',* 


man is ſuthcient ) and ver 
cfteuall is that dodtrine whic 
the Lord hath taught vs by it: 


| 


(eyes are no ſooner open, but wee 
fall ro nodding againe: Like the 
Diſciples of Chriſt, who ſlept 
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Yet it pleaſerth God to goe on! 
ill in expoſtulating deba- 
ting the matter with vs ( as wee 
ke) whereby wee may learne, 
'whata hard matter it 1s toawa- 
ken 02r fluggiſh nature, and 
when wee are awake, as hard it 


is tO keepe vs awake: For our 


| 


on ({ti11, though their Maſter cal- 
led them , though hee called 
them lowd , and often , though 
the remprter were ncere,and they 
in danger of falling into the pit | 
of remptarions ; yer could rhey | 


not watch ſo much as one houre, 
{0 heauy were they : And fo it is | 


with vs, if wee bee as good as | 
/ © Chriſts Diſciples, Now it the | 
beſt bee ſo heauic and flcepic, 


; what are the worſt > The experi- 
| ence hcrcof wee haue daily : Let 
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| ſtruting our Families, though 


| vs goe but to the Temple where 


the Word is preached,and there| 


; wee ſhall ſee men no ſooner {| 
' downe, but faſt aſleepe. And' 
| the like we find at home in per- 


forming our ſpirituall cxerciſes, | 
whethcr it bee of Praycr , or rea- 
ding, or ſinging Pſalmes, or 1n- 


Gods Spirit doth ſometime 
couch vs, and awake vs, yct are 
wee ſoone torgerfull , and fleepe 
creepeth on againe. Thercfore 
the Lori giveth vs to vnder- 
land, that wee haue necde of 
many words to Rowſe vs, and all 
lictle erough, For ſinne is ſtub- 
borne, :ikc a monſter whoſe f.ice 
is of Braſſe, whoſe necke is of 
Yron, and his hcart as heard as 


Adamant. And therefore whcn|-! - 


the Prophets had to deale with 
the ſtubborne ewes, the Lord 
told them that they ſhould 


(tir is not enough to glauce at ſin 
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deale with a ſtiffe-necked peo- 
ple, whoſe neckes had finewes 
of Yron, and therefore would 
noreaſily bow to the yoake, and 
their faces were of Braſle, and 
therefore would not bluſh, ar 
any thing, and their hearts were 
harder then the Flint-ſtone, and 
therefore would not cafily re- 
lent, They were eucn fuch as 
the Preachers now adaics ſpeake 
vato. Paul ſaith, hee ſpake ofren 
againſt belly-gods, which are 
enemics tothe crolle of Chriſt, 
telling them that rheir glorie 
would bee thcir ſhamc,and their 
end damnation, if they repented 
not : And yet they continued 
{till in their ſinne, as if it had 
never becne touched, and Paw/ 


- | continued ſtill in _ vpon 


them for it, as if hee had never 
touched them : To teach vs,that 


ns 
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Phal. x 19, 
206, 


Pal. 132, 


afarre off, (as the manner of ma- 
ny is) and to touch it lightly 
and away, as {ome would haue 
it : But tohammer him, and ne- 
uer to leaue beating and calling 
him, till hee bee made c1- 
royceld, or ro flee : Which 
cannot bee done with glancing, 
and touching : For hee hath a 
thicke skinne, and hard ſcales, 
vnder which hee lieth faſt a- 
. Andrthis the ſeruantrs 

of God haue well vnderſtood : 
Therefore David ( being guilty 
of his owne ſlothtulnefle in the 
ſeruice of God ) made vowes, 
and bound himſclfe by band as 
it were to a more conftant 
courſe in the ſeruice of God : / 
haue fnorne ( ſaith hee in one 


place ) ard will performe it,that 1 | *) 


will keepe thy righteous Iudge- 
ments, In another place, rhe 
Church prayeth God to remem- 
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ber David : Thar 1s, this coue- 
nant made with Dauid, and all 
his troubles. And amongſt 0- 
ther ſpeciall vertnes that hee is 
deſcribed by,this is one, that he 
ſwore vnto the Lord, and vowed 
vato the mighty God of 1acob, 
ſaying, and vowing that hee 
would nor enter into the Taber- 
nacle of his houſe, nor come 
vpon his pallace , or bed , nor 
ſuffer his eyes to ſleepe, nor his 
eye-lids to (lumber, nor the 
temples of his head to take any 
reſt, vntill hee found our a place 
for the Lord , an habitation for 
the mighty God of 7acob. Thus 
that holy man ( perceiving his 
zeale ro faint ) would bind him- 
ſelfe in many oblations. And 
* | thus alſo in the exerciſe of Pray- 
cr, the ſeruants of God doe vic 
. | many words , not becauſe they 


delight in many words, and 


er: 
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vaine babling, ( as Phariſees and 
Papiſts, which labour it with 
their lips, thinking to be heard 
the ſooner for their lip-labour ) 
but thereby labouring to am- 
plifie their griefe : And becauſe 
they doe not yet ſufficiently ſee 
the wants that be in themſelues, 
therefore they vie many words, 
as bellowcs to blow vp their 
mindes, and to kindle their 
fainting ſpirits in zeale, and fer- 
ucgcie, And for this caule like- 
wiſe the ſeruants of God haue 
ſet themſeclues ro their taske of 
reading , and praying, and ſtu- 
dying, that ſo much they will 
reade ( if God will ) cuery day, 
and ſo often they will Pray cuc- 
ry day, as Davidand Daniel (ct 


chemſclues to Pray three times | *- 


a day at the leaſt. 
And thus I ſay, in theſe and 
all other things belonging both 
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[token of a ſoule that feareth ror 
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totheir calling,and to their pro- 
ſeſſion, they hane ſtill rasked 
themſelues , and applicd their 
taske through the grace of God, 
which (as Saint Paw/ faith) 
worketh and laboureth in them, 
fearing leaſt otherwiſe they 
ſhould doe but little or no- 
thing. And in the doing of their 
taskes, it is a wonder to ſee how 
ſluggiſh they are, and whar a 
number of Letts and Lions lie 
in the way (as the Prouerbe 
faith) that they be conſtrained 
to pricke themſelues forward, 
and then they drag their legges 
after them roo. 

In this demand we are ( as we 
ſee) accuſed, and indired of ma- 
king great delaies of thoſe du- 


| Jties which wee owe to God. A 


matter ſurely very worthily to 
de expoſtulated : For it is a true 


Nace that 
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. God,to driue off fo long the do- 
' ing of that which the Lord by 
, his word requireth to bee done: 
{ For if they feared God, they 
: ! would be more diligent, know- 
| ing that God is able cuery mi- 
4 nute to caſt them doxwne to hell, 
1 avd to prefſe them with his 
1 iudgements, 

if gc on ( for all this ) 
| and ſay,the time of their calli 

l is not yet, they are not cal- 
1 led yet : Although they heare 
the Word, and know 1n their 
owne conſcience that they doe 
| euill,yer they goe on like deſpe- 
rate wretches, making, a mocke 
| at the iudgements of the Lord, 
| and fay, they are nor called yer, 
when they are moſt cuidently 
convicted in themſclues, and by 


it, they tel! vs, that they muſt 
pray to God to bee mercifull ro 
| . them 


Ir 
7 
Ii 
| 
| 
| 
| 
] 


chemſclues. And _ — | 
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|them in that, and 1o they conti- 
nue ſt111 in their rebellion, bath- 
[ing and rotring in ther ſinnes , 
like Naaman the Aſſyrian, who 
laid, God bee merciful to mee in 
this : For though hee knew irto 
be a ſinne to goe in to his Rim- 
mon, yet he muſt goe inand doe 
as his maſter did, and God muſt 
diſpence with him in thar. 
Many fuch Naemans there are 
ſtill, which haue one Rimmon or 
other that they know of, and yer 
they fleepe on ſtill in thetr belo- 
ſinnes: Some in V fury, ſome 
in Whoreing, ſome in Stealing, 
ſome in Swearing, ſome inop- 
preſſing the Poore, ſome in de- 
cetuing both Rich and Poore, 
ſome 1n ſcoffting at Religion 
ſome in prophaning the Lords 


© |Sabbath, ſome in perſecuting 


their Brethren, ſome in their 
| [atalons and Vaine-glorious 
attemp 
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[Gen.17, 
23- 


| 


attempts, and ſame in one ſinne, 
and ſome in another , euery one 
hath his Ximmon : And thinketh 
in his baſe conceit, that the 
Lord is as negligent 1n puniſh- 
ing of tals 7 — re- 
bellions, as they are in obeying 
his holy Commandements: But 
let them take heed of dallying 
too long with his Maicſty,for be 
will not be mocked,though they 
be deceiued, 

The children of God are com- 
mended (in theworld) for their 
diligence in obeying the will of 
God when once they know what 


| was his pleaſure : When Abra- 


ham was commanded to circum- 
ciſe himſelte, and all the male 
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night, hee gate vpearly in the 
morning, and did it , as hee was 
commanded , which might bee 
a hooke to pull out his very 
bowels : To caſt our his ſonne 
was grieuous vnto him ( as the 
ſtory ſheweth ( yet hee d1d nei- 
therdeny , nor delay the doing 
of it, 

So inthe 22. of Geneſss wee 
reade, that when hee was com- 
manded to offcr vp in ſacrifice 
his onely ſonne 7ſazc, (which 
might haue cut his hearr-ſtrings 
in picces ) yet hee delayed nor 
the rime, but roſe vpearly in the 
morning, and went ſpeedily a- 
bout it : I am perſwaded that 4- 
braham lowed his ſonnes, ( and 
he had cauſe ſo ro doe) as deare- 
| N 


ik —=* 
bur hee circumciſed them all 
preſently that ſelfe ſame day, 


So when he was commanded ro 
caſt out his ſonne 1ſmarl ouer Gen.zr. 


12,13,14 


_—_—————— 
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ly as wee loue our finnes, and 
yet when God commanded him 
tocaſt out one, and to kill the 
other,he was ready to doe both: 
How ready then ſhould wee be 
to obey the Lord when he com- 
mandeth vs to caſt out , not our 
children, but our 1niquiries, and 
to ſacrifice not our ſonnes, but 
our ſinnes, which elſe will caſ 
vs out of Gods fauour, and (+ 
crifice vs inthe valley of Gehin 
nom, that is, in the pit of hell 
fire > Surely,if we belceued the 
promiſes of God, and feared the 
iudgements of God as Abrahen 
did,wee would no more ſticke at 
the matter then he did. 

Many haue receiued as good 
a warrant from God and her Mz 
teſty, both of Magiſtrates , and 


Prelates, and Paſtours, and Peo| 


ple, for the caſting out of 


abules and corruptions , | 
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in the Church and Common- 
wealth and in their priuate Fa- 
milies, as Abraham had for that 
which he did ; but they are not 
yet halfe ſo forward as Abraham 
was; nay, would to God rhe 

were not backeward : which 
ſheweth, that though Abraham | 
were the father of the faithfull, ' 
yet he is not their father,becaule | 
they are vnfaithfull. | 

If men cannot like that duety | 
which commerh ſlowly from vs, | 
much lefle is it acceptable to 
God. Wee muſt firſt ſerue our 
ſelues, and then obey God, as he | 
thar would firſt goe hame and Mat.1-21- 
bury his father, and then come 
and follow Chriſt. 

But this obedience looſeth 
the fauour of God, therefore 
what reward can they looke for, 
which haue a purpoſe indeed to 
leaue their finne, but not cill 


o 
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their ſinne leave them > That 
will ſerue God, bur that is, 
when for want of ability or occa- 
ſion they can ſerue the deuill no 
longer ? That will meaſure out 
the Lord a part, bur yet with a 
falſe ballance > That will giue 
the Lord the cup, bur it ſhall be 
when the deuill hath drunke the 
beſt of it,and nothing is left but 
thedregg g 

tome > Oh ler vs conſider what 
we pray, when we ſay, Thy will be 
done in earth by ws, as thy Angels 
doe it in heauen, The Angels ne- 
uer delay their buſineſſe,but doe 
it ſpeedily, and therefore the 
Scripture doth giue them wings 


tonote their fwiftneſe : now if | | 


wee ſay this prayer, and doe 
not ſeruc God diligently , what 
doe we elſe but dally with his 
Maieſty ? 


os of old age in the bot- |. 


d- | 


How long wilt thow ſleepe, © 
| | 8 Sluggerd3| | | 


| 
| 


| 
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Sluggard * How long ſhall God 
dance attendance wyon thee? As 
the Lord in this demand doeth 
charge vs with delayes 1n his 
ſeruice, fo in the ſame words 
he doth likewiſe teach a way to 
'redrefſe the ſame. And that is 
|to con(ider how long wee haue 
 flept,or how long we haue made 
| the Lord to waite our leafure 1n 
' cuery thing. And in the Scrip- 
' ture wee ſhall fnde that by rl11s 
' meancs the chi'dren of God 
haue beene much ſturcd vp to 
doe their duety, + 
' Inthe r19, Pſabre. verſe 9dr 
| David ſaith, Hee condered his 
| wayes, and then made haſte to 
| keepe the Commandements 0: 
| Gol,yhich he did nor before he 
| | confidercd his waycs, that 15,bc- 
fore he conſidered how long he 
| had gone our of the right way, 
| and wandered in Kkis owne croo- 


The Ronſing of the Sluggard, 


ked wayes: to ſhew that the 
canſe why wee pur off the kee- 
ping of Gods Commandements 
15s,becauſe wee conſider not how 
long we haue dwelt in our fins, 
Bur if we doe conſider how long 
God hath forborne vs, and fival- 
lowed vp our finnes in his mer- 
cies, this would make our ſtony 
hearts torelent, except we were 
paſt all goodnefle. To conſider 
(1 fay ) how long the Lord hath 
ſpared vs when he might often 
moſt iuſtly bauc puniſhed vs : 


How he hath cuery morning rc- 
newed his mercies with vs, when! - 


hee might have conſumed vs in 
our finnes : And how long wee 
haue difobeyed him, and prouo- 
ked his Maieftic to wrath , cx- 


cept wee were deſperate, and 
giuen vÞ tOa epebers minde, 
theſe things would wring bitter 
tcares from our eyes, He hath 
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wooed vs , and beſought vs this 
thirty ſixe yeeres,by his Word, 
to bee reconciled vnto him, and 
ſill wee prouoked him. 

Then ler the ſluggiſh Magi- 
ſtrares conſider of this : How 
long will they negle& the glory 
of God, to ſet vp their owne ? 
How long by their cuill exam- 
ples ſhall the people ſtumble 
jand fall into hell > How long 
hall the poore cry out for Iu- 
ſtice > How long will they con- 
tinue in diſcountenancing of 


\good men and | cauſes, and 


many foule fauſts moc would be 
conſidered of them , how long 
they have continued > This is 


——_ 


alſo for the flothfull Miniſter to 
thinke vpon : How long will 
they keepe the doore of Heaven 
ſhut > For if they had preached 
diligently and faithfully, it had 


. | beene impoſſible for Poperic to 


| 
: 
: 
| 
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| inſtruQion 2 So to the adulte- 


ning one of another, neuer come 
toanend > This is alſo {poken 
ro Parents : How long ſhall the 
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| have into ſomany mindes 
' aS it hath done. How long will 


they betray Gods cauſe, and| 


; let the people periſh for want of 


cr alſo, how Jong ſhall on 
Lord beare thy filthyneſle , and 
+ how long wilt thou abuſe thy 


| body and thy foule in his ſight! 


as thou doit > And how long 
will the Viurcr cate vp the 
Lords people , as one eateth 
bread , and grind the faces of 
the Poore like a Mill-ftone ? 
This muſt alſo come to rhe 
quarrellcr,and malicious perſon! 
tobe conſidered of : How lon 

will they abide in their hatre 

biting one of another > Is therc 
ro end of their malice + Will 
their raſh indging,and condem- 


10 
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Lord call ypon you to bring vp 
your children in the feare of his 
Name > How long will you fut- 
fer them to live ſo wantonly, 
and {© looſcly as yee doe > How 
long ſhall they goz vp and 
downe the ſtreets with ſuch fil- 
thy ſonges, oathes and ribaldies 
in their mouthes to beray their 
hlthy education withall > Con- 
ider of this queſtion alſo, you 
that bee fſeruants, how long 
ſhall the world complaine of 
your idle and vnfaithfull fcr- 
uice > When will you begin to 
adorne the doArine of the Go- 
ſpel, with your good conuerſa 
{110A > This is alſo for vnrhriftic 
| Gentlemen, that ſpend their 
| dayes in play, and ryoting» How 
long will yoa bee vnfairhtull 
ſtewards > How long ſhall the 
Lord wait for your conuerſton? 
This ts alſo ro occupiers gybich 
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live by falite oathes , by falſe 
weights, falſe lights, and falſe 
tales : How long ſhall the Lord 
daunce your attendance for the 
reformation of theſe abomina- 
tions > There bee many moe 
that are alſo ro conſider of this 
point : But that which the Lord 
ſpeaketh to one, hee ſpeaketh to 
euery one, How long wilt thou 
ſleepe O Sluggard > Though the 
Woman of Samaria dallied and 
teſted long at the words of the 
Lord Iefſus, yet at the laſt, when 
Chriſt rold her what ſhce did, 
and ſhe perceived him to be the 
Mefſias indeede, ſhee belecued, 
and ranne into the Cirie, and 
called her nezghbours ro come 
and ſee. Chrift hath rold vs all 
that wee haue done, and all that 
we ought ro doe , and yer we be- 
leeve not his words ; bur put 
chem oft with ſcoffes and ieſts: 
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And thoſe that would ro 
Chriſt, wee doe not Pirther 
them , but hinder them. Now 
if we continue at this ſtay, ſhall 
not the Woman of Samaris 
condemne vs?In the 18 of Luke 
the 4 and 5 verſes, wce reade of 
awicked Iudge, which feared 
\neither God nor man: Yet when 
2 poore Woman was importu- 
'nate with him, at the laſt hee 
heard her, The Lord by his Mi- 
[/niſters ( poore men I contfeſle ) 
hath beene importunate with vs 
to heare his ſuite, and to re- 
forme our ſelves by his Word, 
which is not for his good, but 
for our owne, as hee faith in 
Deut, Oh that there were ſucha 


obey\apee, that it might goe well 
with them , and their children, 
But yet wee heare him not. 
Now , if wee ſtill ſhall giue him 


hear t in my people to heare me, and 1g. 
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| the deafe care, hardening out 
hearts when wee ſhould heare 
lis voyce, ſhall wee not ſhew 
our fo worſe then hee that 
feared neither God , nor man ? 
When Chrrft forbad the deuil! 
ro torment and vexc a man , hee 
trembled at his word, and odci- 
ed his commandement. There 
be many that deuiſe with them- 
{elyes how ro moleſt and vexe 
the children and ſeruants of 
God, for profeſſing the rrueth, 
and diſcharging a good conſci- 
ence. The Lord Iclus hath of- 
ten forbidden them , crying to 
them, as hee did to Saul : Saul, 
Saul , why perſecutest thou mee? 
Thou doeeft but bicke againit the 
pricke : And yet ſtill they pertiſt 
in their purpoſe. By which it 
ſhould ſeeme, that they hauc 


lefſe fearc of God in them then | | 


the deuill humſelfe : And if 
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they ſtill continue ſo, ſhall nor 
the very :deuils of hell con- 
demne them ? LON 

When the L ke the 
word, the Flies, and "a Lice _ " 
came, and were obedient to his 
commandement, God hath 
ſpoken many words to vs, and 
yet wee obey not : Therefore 
they alſo ſhall condemne vs. 
When God ſpake, the Graſbop- 
pers came, and Carterpiltars in- 
umerable vpon the land of E- 
£yr, and when hee ſpake the 
word, they went away too, 
There bee many Catrerpilters 
come amongſt vs, before they 
were called, andall the words 
in the world will not drive 
them away againe : Therefore 
the "arterpillers of Egypt ſhall 
condemne the Catterpillers of 
England, in the day of Iudge- 


menr. 
Though 


s. 
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yet wee remember not our 


/ the Goſpel , woe bee to them that 


Though Peter did three 
times denie bis Maſter : Yet at; 
the laſt , when Chriſt looked 

him, hee remembred him- | 

lfe, and went out and wept 
bitterly. Wee haue oftner then! 
three times denied our Maſter, 
Chriſt hath both looked w- 
on vs, and ſpoken vnto vs, but 


- —_ : Nay, wee are fo fare 
rom weeping and gricuing at 
the — — _ —_—_ re- 
ioyccand laugh ir out, There- 
fore if we ſtill ſocontinue, what 
weeping and wailing will there 
bee at the laſt > For ir is ſaid in 


lawgh and reionce now : For they 
ſhall weepe and lament. | 


rechto let Iſrael goe, and pla-| ' 
gued him for deraining of them! | 


ſtill : Arlength hee asked him 
this 


When God had warned Pha- | 
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me 2 Sothe Lord hat warned 
vs often to let our finnes goe, 
and hath alſo in ſome meaſure 
lagued vs for keeping them 
Al . Now hee asketh vs alſo 
the ſame queſtion, How long 
will you refuſe ro humble 
ſelues before the Lord ? Which 
argueth that wee are growne as 
hard and as deſperate as Pharaoh 
was, which is alſo a ſigne of 
greater plagues yet to enſue, 
Now this is fearefull and grie- 
uous when the Lord commeth 
vpon vs with ſuch queſtions: For 
that ſhewerh that hee doth nor 
onely note our finnes, bur 
the long time that we haue pro- 
uoked him by them, and that 
hee is euen weary in boagng 
them any longer , and mindert 


p—— imſelfe of them, 
and 


this queſtion, How long wilt thew £94 16, 
refuſe to bumble thy ſeife before 3- 


—S> PuVIGs re Athy > - . 4 


192 


The Romſing of the Sluggard. 


commonly wee may obſeruc in 
the Scriptures, that when the 
Lord commeth with ( How long? 
And how of ten >) There is ſome 

reat iudgement fol:owing : As 
inthe'14. .of Numbers .the 11, 
verſes, The Lord ſaid to Moſes, 
How long will this people prowoke 
me, and how long will it bee, yet 
they beleeve me, for all thejuones 
which I haue ſhewed among ſt them? 
Then marke what followerh in 
the next verſe, / will pmite them 
with the peſtilence and deſtroy 
them, &c. To ſhew, that 
| {though the Lord beareth long, 
yet hee will not beare alwayes. 
| When Chriſt ſaid, O Zeruſa- 

' lem, Teruſulem , how often would 1 
| have gathered thee, as a Hen 04 

' thereth her 10u”7 ones, and thou 
\ worldeft rot 4 $0 great was his 


 riefe conceiued with the re- 
membrance | 


and to beare no longer, And 


wy _ 


- 
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membrance of thoſe miſchiefes 
that were to come vpon /eruſa- 
lem , that he could nor vtrer his 
ſpeech withour ſhedding of 
reares. Therefore when the 
Lord commerh cxpoſtulating 
the matter with vs in this ſort, 
with How long, and how ofter, 
&c. Then let vs bewarc, if cuer 
wee beware, whether it bee ſpo- 
ken in generall toall, or in per- 
ticular to any one man, thar 
hath beenc ofren warned by the 
hand of God vpon him. 

Had not Moſes prayed for 
the /ſraelites, they had periſhed 
often times in their ſinnes : $0 
if ſome did not pray for vs, 
(whom yer wee can as hardly 
abide, as they could abide 47s- 
ſer, when they would haue ſto- 
| ned him ) furely wee had peri- 
ſhed ere this time. When the 
Lord firare in his wrath that the 

ba - 17 
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[ewes ſhould not enter into his 
reſt, he ſet them downe the cau- 
ſes which mooued him thereun- 
to, and thoſe were in number 
five : They tempred him to try 
what hee would doe : Then they 
provoked him by their often 
miurmurings, &c. Then they 
grieued him with their continu- 
all vnkindneſſes and rebellions : 
Then their hearts were filled 
with crrour. And how could it 
be otherwiſe > for they cared not 
for the knowledge of his wayes. 
And to aggrauatc the matter, 
and to make their finne appeare 
in his full ripenes, he ſets downe 
the rime,how long they had con- 
tinued at that ſtay,ſaying, Fourt) 


with this generation, fc. Fourty 
houres had been much to gricue 
the Lord, but ſourty yeeres was 
intolerable, 


Now 


yecres lorg haue 1 beene grieued 
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Now the ſame fins alſo are we 
alſo to be indited for: and ifno 
lurie will find the indiremenr, 
our owne conſciences will cry 
gutlty. And how long haue we 
grieued, and tempted , and pro- 
uoked the Lord > Hath it nor 
beene euer ſince the Goſpel 
came among, vs ? waxing cuery 
day worſe and worſe > And what 
doth that now lacke of fourrty 
yeeres long haue I beene grieued 
with this generation ? ſurely but 
a little. 

Thus the Lord (we fcc) mar- 
keth well enough cuery thing, 
not onely what we doe, and how 
we live, and how we finne ; Bur 
how long wee haue ſinned , and 
how often wee haue beene war- 
ned, and how long we have retu- 
ſed to returne , and to humble 
our ſelues : Yea, the Lord mays 
kerh how many yeeres , how 
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many monethes, how many 
weekes, how many houres, how 
many Sermons, and how many 
ſentences in euery Sermon wee 
have paſſed over in carcleſle 
contempt , without trembling 
at the word of the Lord, or 
profiting by his corrections, 
And according to the time 
of his long ſuffering and pa- 
tience, and of our {tubborn- 
neſſe and diſobedience, ſhall his 
indgements bee powred vpon vs, 
if we doc not preuent them by 
truc and ſpeedy repentance. 
Long did the old world fleepe 
in their ſinnes : Long did Noh 
preach againſt their finnes , and 
at laſt the flood came and awak- 
ned them to their coſt : Long 
did Sodome and Gomorrah {lcepe, 
and long did they vexe the ſoule 
of righteous Lot amongſt them, 
and at laſt the fire of Gods 
wrath 


_—_— 
C_ 


The fifth Sermon. 


4 


\wrath awakened them : Long 
flept Zeruſalem in ſecurity,bur at 
the laſt their enemies awaked 
them. So Nabuchadnezzar heard 
his dreame as a dreame, and Da- 
| niel told him what would come 
| of it, Jong before it came, bur he 
fell aſleepe againe;and at laſt the 
Lord turned him out amongſt 
the beaſts, and then hee remem- 
bred himſelte; But he was ſeuen 
yeeres firſt in learning his leſſon. 

And this is moſt certaine, The 
longer the blow bee in fetching, 
the heauicr will the wound bee 
when it commeth : And the 
deeper the arrow be drawne in 
the bowe, the deeper it picrceth 
when it 1s let flic. Now 1n truth, 
all this time the Lord hath for- 
borne vs, he is but bending of 
his bowe, and whetting of his 
fvord,and aiming at the marke : 
and becauſe he doeth nor yet let 


commeth, it ſhall burne like 
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11. 


| g0c atvs , we thinke there is no 
' fuch matter. Bur we deale with 
the Lord (oh miſerable wrerches 


| that wee are) as birds play| 


; with a $kar-crow ſtanding in a 
corne-ficld with a bowe and ar- 


roy 1 his hands, as though hee 
would ſhoor,bur docth nor ; and 
therefore they even waxe bold 
by little and little, and ar laſt! 
cuen flie ro him , and fit downe' 
vpon him, and picke vpon him, | 
In all holy reuerence of Gods 
vnſpeakeable Maieſtic bee this| 
compariſon made,which ſeructh' 
onely to declare the baſe and! 
brutiſh conceit that the wicked 
haue of God, and his long ſuffe- 
| ring of them. But who know- 
eth the force of the Lords 
wrath > ( faith the Pſalmiſt ) 
for after as a man fearcth, fo 
ſhall his wrath be, and when it 
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mountaines of fire, which no 
Sea of water ſhall bee able ro 
quench , if once his wrath bee 
kindled,yea but a little. 

And on the other fide, ( for 
the comfort of the godly and 
faichfull, which haue a ſanQih- 
ed defire to awake out of their 
lleeepe, and to ſerue the Lord at 
the laſt in all holy obedience, 
and carefull diligence ) though 
'wee haue long tempted the 
Lord, and tried him : Yet it 
now at the laſt wee awake in 
|rrueth, wee ſhall find, that as he | 
' hath beene long in ſuffering, ſo 
hee will bee as rich in mer-| 
cie. The Prodigall child was | 
long abſent, = at laſt ( retur- 
ning truely humbled ) was wel- 
come to his father , and ioyfully 
received : And ſo ſhall wee bee 
to our heauenly Father , if wee 
make ſuch a returne, and that} 
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bettmes. Therefore let none 
be ſo deſperately minded as to 
continue ſtill his old courſe, 
as though there were no hope of 
grace at his returne. And let 
none be {0 diſcouraged wirh the 
remembrance of his long fleepe, 
as to rtinne quite away trom the 
Lord : For God will find vs out 
whereſocuer wee become, as hee 
did Adam when hee had hidden 
hymlelte ( as hee thought ) a- 
mong the trees of the garden. 
The deuill indeede will bee rea- 
dy to ſhew thee what a great 
way thou haſt to goe backe a- 
gaine, what a number of duries 


neglected thou haſt to repent of| 


while thou did lic aflcepec, and 
hbw. hard a thing, and 1mpol- 
fblejitis for thee to performe 
allthis; and all to diſcourage 


'thce, and to keepe thee ſtill taſi 
allecpe, but belecuc hin not: 
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For wherefore doth the Lord 
elſe put thee in mind of the 
ſame things , but to haue thee 
awake and bee diligent in doing 
thy duety hereafter? And wher- 
fore elſ& doth hee thus reach 
foorth the hand of his grace vn- 
torthee, but ro helpe thee vp, 
which canſt not helpe vp thy 
ſelfe > Therefore giue ouer now 
at the laſt; and bee reſolute 1n 
the worke of the Lord, and the 
Lord hath promiſed, that all 
that is paſt ſhall bee forgotten. 
Let vs therefore in the tcarc of 
God, leave our delaving, , and 
deſcanting, and lay this do- 
ctrine to Our hearts, that it may 
appearc in our lives, that wee be 
| truely awakned, and all wil] bee 
well : If not, but our purpoſe be 
tofleepe ſtill, chen the Lord by 
his Apoſtle doth giuc vs to vit- 
derſtand, that cuſtome of tinnc 
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| eng ep with for his 
ng. Now wee will 


and hardnes of heart will bri 
forth impenirencic in the end, 
that thou ſhalt not bee able to 
repent if thou wouldeſt. And 
thus haue wee heard the Lord 
calling to the Sluggard, and ex- 


— wars. anſwere the 
Sluggard maketh vnto 
the Lord. 


(*z*) 
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10, Tet a little ſleepe, a little 
ſlumber, a little folding of 
the hands to ſleepe. 


N this anſwere 
FDo the Spirit of God 
Wer doth fo liuely de- 
s ſcribe the condi- 

YR tion of the Slug- 
gard, that hee may know hee is 
n his boſome, to ſhew vs that 
hee can paint out our ſinnes as 
plainely as wee doe commit 


them : For hec is in our hea 


CE 
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and waiterh v vs, and can 
tell what we + ng and though | 
the wicked cannor ſee them, be- | 
cauſe the deuill hath blinded | 
their eyes, yet Gods Spirit doth | | 
ſearch them out, becauſe all | 
things are open in his ſight, | 
bee they i in reſpect of men ncuer | 
ſo ſecret. 

Now the Lord in cau{ing the! 
$luggard to ſpeake for him-: 
ſelfe , doth make it knowne to; 
all the world , that hee hath no | 
wrong offered him, becauſe his | 
owne ” mouth hath reſtified a- | 
gainſt himſelfe, and openly 
ſhamed himſelfe, and therefore | 
hiscondemnation muſt needs be 
when it c6mcth, both great and | 
wſt. Forw hereas other ſinners. 
being called to their anfivers, 
were both afraid of God and a- 
ſhamed of themſclues,the Slug- 
gard cleane contrary as a beaſt 
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that is paſt all ſeare of God, and 
ſhame of the world, refolueth 
ſtill ro continue in his old 
courſe, countirg all bur a little. 

When Adam and Eve ſaw 
their &wne nakedneſle, they 
bluſhed, and feared, and ran a- 
way for feare, thus wrought 
their pride and diſobedience : 
When Caine ſaw his wickednes, 
hce knew not what to doe, ex- 
cept deſpaire, bur wiſhed it vn- 
done q_ , and thus did mur- 


der beftirre himſelfe, when hee 


was awakened : When David 
was rowſed for his adultery and 
murder, hee ſaid that hee had 
offended : When Paul was cal- 
led to his anfivere for perſecu- 
ting Chriſt, hee fell ro the 
ground aſtonied, and tooke a 
new courſe : VV hen Perer was a- 
wakned for denying his Maſter, 
he went out and wept. 
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| And thus we ſee, that when 
' pride and diſobedience haue 


ne called, they have feared 
' the Iudge; and when murther | 
! and adultery were called, they 
»fcarcd the Indge ; when perle-| 

cution and treaſon were called, 

they feared the Iudge : Andall | 

other ſinnes being rowſed our of, 
| their boles hauc ſtartled at the 
(call, ſeeking either how to 
| yeeld, or how to flie. And be- 
ing conuicted , haue all cryed 
hike the priſoner at the Barre, O 
| my hk be good vnto me now, 
and I will ncucr doe the like 
againe, 

But when Sloath and Negli- 
ence were called, and indited 
y the name of Careleſſe his 

children, they ( in ſtead of fub- 
micting themſelues to the mer- 
cy of the Iudge ) ſtand to the 


| 


| detcnce of their fault; and like, 


_— —- Cs 


a—_ aw as ©. es ako cw fr. a4 wn ©. © 


= AC _—. d< a ame az 


The pxth Sores, 


beaſts both careleſle,ſhameleſle, 
and urns, in ſicad of ſay- 
ing, Pardon O Lord that which 
is paſt, and we will take a new 
courſe , they cry out to the won- 
der of all the world,and the vrrer 
ſhame of themſclues, 7 et « little 
more fleepe,and 4 little more flum- 
ber, &c. Wee haue not enough 
yet,and all is bur a little; ſo that 
ſhamefull was Pride, and Rebel- 
lion, and Murder, and Whore- 
dome,and Perſccution,and Trea- 
ſon, and all other ſinnes, bur 
ſhameleſle is the Sluggard, and 
paſſeth them all in wickednefle 
Here then we are taught to 
make a reckoning of 'our flug- 
giſhneſſe, and it argueth that 
we count all roo little ro giue 
vnto finand Sathan : As though 
they were two ſuch deare friends 
of ours, that we could not doe 
wo much for them. And the 
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deuill on the other fide, who 
hath taken vp his lodging in the 
wicked , and gotten like a fa. 
ning gueſt, into the muads of the 
godly ; hecryeth till, A little 
more, a little lo Jer and chough 
vc have ſuffered him with his 
Impes to he fleeping in our 
Churches, 1n our Common- 
wealthcs, and incur Shops, and 
Markets, in owr Houſes, and 
Families;, and in our Sovles al- 
moſt fourry yeeres, .and in ſome 
twiſc fourry yeeres ; yet he bath 
taught vs to ſay, Y eta little, and 
alittle, and ill he muſt have a 
jterele mores; Like Achſah in the 
rs.of loſbna, whowhen ſhe had 
begged of bcr. father an inberi- 
tance of the South Countries, 
then thee muſt hane cerraine 
grounds withwells and ſprings. 
Such a ſhamelefle begger 15 
'tinnce and Sathan, that they ne- 
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Courtiers, and couctous world- 


lings, which will nor ſticke to | 
e their owne brethren for | 


ſooles,to haue their Lands; and 
nor reſt there neither, but 
would ethe garment from 
the Kings backe, and the K1 
himſelfe roo, with a good will 
if chey thought chey might 
baue them for the begging: 
And yet count all but a A 
$o playeth the deuill roo, he 
will till have a lictle and a litle, 
and neuer leaue till by little and 
lictle hee gerreth both body and 
foule into hell. And fo fweere 
hath he made ſinne ro tafl of the 
wicked, that they cry ſill a lit- 
tle more of it, and find no faulr 
with it; but that there is too 
lictle, and they cannot haue c- 
nough of it: Like little children 
which know not what 15 gras 
P 


ver leaue be ing; Like hungry | 


The Rowfing of the Sluggard.. 


or then : If they begin ro taſte 
honie once, they will nor leaue 
cating by their good willes , till 
r ſicke with eating. And 
ſo greedie of fleepe is the Slug- 
gard, thar as Eſav wo.ld ſell his 
birth-right for a meſſe of pot- 
tage : So hee will ſell his foales 
right tor a meſſe of fleepe, and a 
little more finne. 

8 But as for —_— , and 
things pertaining to the wor- 
hip and Gruice of God : As 
che knowledge of the wayes of 
God , and the graces of the Spi- 
- of God : They _ chat of 
uch things t aue enough, 
oi 4 de _ 
the luke-warme Laodiceans, who 
thought they were rich , and in- 
creaſed with goods, and had 
neede of norhing : When they 
were wretched , and miſcrable, 
and poore, and blind , a" 
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ked, And heere now appeareth 
the difference berweene the 
wicked and the godly : For the | 
ſeruants of having a little | 
mortified themſclues through | 
the | of God, they are come 

to rhis point : Thar all chey can | 
doe is roo little for the ſeruice | 
of God , bur are deſirous ſtill ro 
ſerue him more, and better, and 

ſtill ro bring more and more | 
knowledge,more faith,and more | 
repentance , aud more loue, and 

more zeale , and more holineſſe, | 
_ more courage , and more 


good works, to the glorifying of 
their heauenly Father. $o free 
| hearted are the rrue children of 


| God, whom the Sonne of God 194.8.36, 


' harh made free indeede, that 
they thinke they can neuer doe 
enough, like the free hearted 
Temes which ſtill b t cither 
Gold or Siluer, or Silke, or 
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Haire, or one thing or another 
to the building of the Taber- 
nacle,and as they left not bring- 
ing, till they were ſtayed by 
Proclamation : So in building 
the Spirituall Tabernacle of the 
Lord, the Children of God 
'cave nor comming and going 
to the exerciſes of Religion, 
Preaching, and reading, and 
hearing, and meditating, , and 
pratiiing till they be ſtayed by 
dcarh : For Proclamations , and 
Lawes, and Statutes haue beene 
made , but all that could not 
ſtay them : Nay, it hath made 
them more diligent, and paine- 
fall like the Piſpmire, becauſe 


they perceiued W inter to ap- 


proach : Yea, they doe alſo cn- 
com rage their owne ſoules, and 
their brethren with chem, ſaying 
as Eliah ſaid to Ahab, Ger thee 


up, eate ard drinke , for theres 4 
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ſound of muck raine : So lay they | 
one to another, get thee vp,reade 
and ſtudic, preach and pray, and 
looſe no time, for there is a 
ſound of much trouble : And all 
their feare is that they ſhall bee 
ſtopped and ſtayed by the way, 


when troubles ariſe, as Eliah 


feared leaſt he and Abab ſhou'd | 


bee ſtayed by the raine.- they | 


can ſcarſely haue any reli in 


their hearts, bur are ſtill parting | 


with Dauid for breath, like the 
Hart in continuall chaſe. They 
thinke they haue done nothing, 
they can ſee nothing but the:r 
ſinnes and wickedneſſe, their 
rebellious motions , and corrupt 
cogitations of their owne falſe 
bearts, doe ſtill appeare vnto 
them , and afright them : They 
ſuſpe& all their doings like ob 
that holy man, who feared all 


his wayes. And when they haue 


Pal.42.1. 
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condemne themſclues for vn- 
profitable ſeruants, ſtill cryi 
out to their ſoules, as Chri 
ſaid ro the young man thar was 
ſo forward in the Goſpel, yet 
one thing 1s wanting : So they 
ſay, yet my ſoule, either for the 
matter , or for the manner ſome- 
thing 15 wanting, 

It is not then with the godly 
Chriſtian,as it is with the ſuper- 
ſtirious Papiſts , which thinke 
they may ſerue God enough, by 
their ownedeuiſes, and ſtints of 
Matrens and Evenſongs, and 
their Oriſons, and their Kyriley- 
ſons, and rhcir Maſſes, and their 
Ladics Pfalters, and their Tefus 
Pſalrers, and their often bela- 
bouring the Name of Iefus, and 
their pattering of Beads, A 
their Pipings, and Singi 
Perkomlog. and an of 
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drafte more to fill vp the tubbe 
withall, chat let the hogges 
come home neuer ſo hungry, yer 
there is meat enough for _—_ 
and ſome to ſpare for their 
friends that will gue any thing 
for it, which they call workes of 
ſupererogation, Now when their 
taskes are done, all muſt bee {er 
vpon the ſcore, and rhe Lord 
muſt be beholding to them for 
their deuotions, and Heauen 
they muſt haue of ducty, not of 
fauour: Like the Meritmongers 
of Ieruſalem, who going to 
Chriſt in the behalfe of the 
Centurions ſeruant that lay Luke 7.4, 
ſicke, rold him that hee had de- * 
ſerued to be healed at his hands, | 
becauſe the Centurion had buil- | 
ded them a Synagogue. And nor 
much vnlike is the Atheiſts and 
Proteſtants at large, living vnder 
the Goſpel , though they defic 
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; Popery with open mouth, and 
wide throates, yet they are too 
Popitſh in this point ; For they 


doe not thinke that God is well | 
ſerued of them, if they goe to | 
Church when Sunday comes, | 
and heare a few cold prayers | 
read, and after dinner ſpend the / 
time at Cardes, or Tables, or! 
Bowles, or Churchalings, or in 
one vanity Or Other : But it they | 
have beene at Church in the | 
forcnoone,though it were but to 
ſleepe at the Sermon, the Lord 
is much beholding to them. 
But to comeat the beginning, 
and continue waking and atten- | 
tive to the ending, both fore- 
noone and afternoone, that they 
thinke may ſerue for a great 
while : But to hauc Preaching. 
every Sabbath day, and inthe 
weeke too,that is Counted an vn- 
reaſonable ſcruing of God, 


} 


—_— — i to a a. e. Bo RS. 


The ſixth Sermon. 


217 | 


But the godly they thinke 
they hauc ncuer enough of the 
ſeruice of God and his worſhip : 
And for this cauſe they haue de- 
fired to line (till, nor tor feare of 
deathgyhich indeed is a vantage 
vnto them ; but for that they 
haue not ſerued God enough, 
and in the graue they cannot 
praiſe his Name. So David de- 
fired to liuc till, that hee might 
declare the workes of the Lor1. 
And inthe 119.7 ſalmeghe ſaith. 
Let my ſoule liue, and it ſhall 
praiſe thee : This he craued bc 
cauſe hee had not praiſed Go 
enough. And vpon this Pau/ 
diſcufſed this queſtion in his 
heart, For my ſelfe (ſaith he) it s 
better to die : but for you ( mca- 
ning the Chuch) it « better 
that I line ſtill, to ſhew, that 
it wc hane any defire to liuc lon- 
ger, it muſt be that the Church 


we 


Pal. x 18. 
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[Phil.2.22, 
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ot God may be the better for vs: 
For the godly are of that minde 
that they cannot doe b for 
the good of the Church of God. 
They are like Abraham, who 
when hee to ſpeake with 
God,would ſtill haue one queſti- 
on more : And like the Dilſci- 
ples, who when they heard 
Chriſt commend the Bread of 
life, ſaid, Lord, ewermore give vs 
of this Bread, 

Now if this be the affeQion 
of the godly,all too little ; then 
what ſhall we ſay to the wicked, 
which count all .too much that 
is giuen to God? like /udas,that 

rudged at the coſt that was be- 
ſiowed vpon Chrift , counting it 
more then needed. But this was 
becauſe 1ud.u had the e, 
and was a thiefe to Chriſt : And 
ſo the wicked haue the bagges, 


and would fill their bagges with 
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the ſpoiles of Chriſt and his 
Church. They ſay they haue 
heard a Sermon once in a yeere : 
what, ſo many ſay they ? heare 
one and follow that well, &c. 
This is the voyce of a wicked 
heart,that knoweth not what he 
oweth ro God : It he knew that 
he oweth him all his lite, hee 
would not ſpeake in that fort. 
Concerning the things of the 
world,they play the Horſe-leech 
that lieth ſacking ſt11],and neuer 
cryeth hoe. And they are of 4- 
chabs hamor, when Hee had a 
kingdome, yer he wanted a vine- 
yard, and a little was ſtill wan- 
ting. So worldling profeſſors 
of the Goſpel , when they haue 
much, and that which they deſi- 
red, yet they muſt have a little 
more, another Houſe, or another 
Leaſe, or another Benefice : But 
as for the Lords part hee ſhall 
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haue the offall,or reffuſe of their 
crooked old age, when they can 
ſerue the deuill no longer : But 
then the Lord will none, except 
bee giue them great repen- 
tance. Therefore , ſeeing as the 
Lord is the beginner, and conti- 
nuer,and ender of our life ; Let 
vs offer him all for a ſacrifice, 
and yet ſay, We are voprofitable 
ſeruants,and haue done bur our 
ducty. 

Againe , here wee are to note 
further the cunning of the de- 
uill : For bee bringeth men by 
degrees to the top of {inne : Yet 
a little, and a little, ſairh he,and 
all is but a little : Yet all theſe 
lictles being laid rogether,make 
a great deale, And as a couetous 
man gathereth his Farthings 


| and his Halfe-penies together, 


till they come troa Pound , and 
ſo becommeth rich in the 
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World : ſo the deuill teacherh 
the wicked to gather, now a lit- 
tle and thena lirtle , till at laſt 
they become rich in ſinne, but 
bankroupt in the grace of God : 
For there is neuer a ſinne that is 
let into the ſoule , but it letteth 
out many graces of Gods _ 
rit, Itis no dallying with 

Lord : For in Kemanes 2. 5. the 
Apoſtle ſaith, They that abuſe 
the long ſuffering of God, doe 
in the. hardneſle of their heart 
heape vp vato themſelues wrath 
againſt the day of wrath. There- 
fore let vs take heed of his lit- 
tle : For by little and lirtle the 
deuill creepeth vpon vs. The 
wicked goe ſcoffing at the chil- 


|drenof God: Oh there goes Pu- 


ritanes, and Precifians, &c. 
And what ? Are you ſopreciſe ? 
Why > This is bur a little oath, 


» little merriment, little of 
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the faſhion, and a little muſt be 
borne withall, and ſtill they 
goe on powring out themſelues 
toall kind of wickedneſſe , till 
they bee ſo drunken with f in, 
that they know not what they 
doc, or where they bee. 

The deuill playeth the 1a- 
_ that riuech' Wood, who 


picce to cleaue, 
ik ts fee? wedges for the 


purpoſe, and cuery one bigger 
then another, and entreth wr 
the leaſt firſt, and that maketh 
way for a bigger, and thar a- 
me——_ igpeſt of all , and 
oby little and little the reat | 
Tree is ſplit in many ons 
ces, made fit for the bee. 


So when. Sathan ſerh to. 


make a ſpoile of the graces of 
God in the Soule, hee hath d+- 
vers deuiſes ro the purpoſe, and 
egcry one of them differing 
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from another : For the lyar hee 
hath a packe full of lies : For 
the ſwearet hee hath a packe full 
oathes : And for the ({coffer hee 
hath a packe full of frumpes 
and floutes : And fo for others : 
But hee will enter with a little 
one in ſhew,, as firſt to- teach 
men to ſweate by their faith and 
troath, or by cocke and pic, or 
by ſome orher counterfeit oath, 
and tels them that it is nothing: 
and after , by little and little, 
when it is growne into a Cu- 
ſtome with them, they come 
euen to blaſpheme the moſt bo- 
ly Name of God , Likedeuills 
— not being _ = 
ue it chovgh rhey would. 50 
doth ders. yo to aduteric 
and ſo ro murdet, and fo to 
drunkennefle, by little and a lit 
tle: Firſt, by circumſtances a- 


farreoff, as of dalliance , anc 


ieſtino 
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icaſting, and — and 
carrowling, and at laſt they 
grow to the very ſubſtance of 
the matter. And fo by little 
and little docth hee draw men 
quite from hearing of the 
Word, to Schiime and Apo- 
ſtzhe : Firſt, hee breederh in 
them a miſliking of the Prea- 
cher, for. his plainenefſe, or his 
roughneſle, or his tediouſneſle, 
or his life, or one thing or other, 
and then there is way made for a 
loathing of the doctrine, and at 
[ſt they fall quite away from 
thar ſincerity which they pro- 
feflcd at the firſt, eſpecially by 
meanes of ſuch company as the 
denill'can fir them withall for 
the purpoſe. And if one finne 


| made a hole for the entring, 


creepeth into oar conſcience, 
ir will not leaue till it hath 


and a place for the lodging of 
: horrible 
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borrible and outragious ſinnes., 

Then let vs ſay, that is great, 
[which they ca! little ,and agora- 
'uate our {f1nnes now , and con- 
'demnc them now , chat they be 
| not made great, and condemned 
ofthe Lord at the laſt day. The 
deuill i is contented with a little, 


will ( it hee can) bring thee to 
all finne : Bur when he cannot 
doe ſo, hee will play at ſmall 
game rather then fir our. As 


rrauclleſt beyond the Seas a- 
mongſt Idolaters, and Maſle- | 
mongers, it 15 ſufficient for him | 
'if thon doe bur ſalute rhe crofle 
/as it is carried through the | 
| ſreeres, or bow the knee to Baal, 
though thou doeſt dehe them in | 
thy heart. So if thou bee a Pa- 
'piſt in Enrland, and goe to 
Church acegrd ing to law ,- it is 
| 04; C no 


and alittle will pleaſe him : Hee 


if thou bee a Proteſtant, and 


| 
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no matter, ſo thy heart bee at 
Rome , and thou keepe thy con- 
ſcience to thy ſclfe, that's e- 
nough for the deuill, and plea- 
ſeth him very well : For by the 
outward geſture of the one , and 
by the inward affetion of the 
other, he doth ( as it were by the 
ring of the doore ) take poſſeſſi- 
on of the whole houſe , knowing 
that if hee hath che body, the 
ſoule will come too : For God 
will haue all, or elſe none. 
Worldly men will ſay now a 
dayes, if they bee not notori- 
ous offenders, they are not Sa- 
thans priſoners : Which is all 
one, as if a malefaor, being 
faſtened with a chaime bur by| 
the foote to a poſt in the ſtreete, 

ſhould bragge that he is nor the 
laylors priſoner, becauſe all 
his body 1s at libertie ſauing 
his foote, Alas poore m_ 
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how wiſe wee are to deceiue our 
owne ſoules. Though wee can 
ſee nothing bur great beames, 
yet that is not the way to bee 
diſcharged. The Papiſts can 
ſee none but ſeuen deadly fins 


that will hurt them : But Dauid ——_ | 


prayeth both againſt preſump- 
tuous finnes, and ſecret (innes, 
which would proue preſumpru- 
ous in time, 

The Papiſts have a queſtion 
which cannot bce anſwered, as 
they thinke : Shew vs the time 
( fay they ) when _ came 
in, and when wee fell away, if 
wee bee fallen from the tructh, 
Alas poore ſoules, they are not 
acquainted with the cuſtome of 
Sathan: For hee commeth 1n by 
lictle and little : If then a Papiſt 
would know how Papiſtry came 
in, I will fay by the cuſtome 


of the deuill , by little and 
Q 2 little : 
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i Little : For the deuill will nor 

ger all ar once. 
s.Thel. | The Apoſtle Paul faith, The 
7* -<| miſterie of iniquitic began to 
worke in his dayes,and ro creepe 
into the Church by lictle and 
| little : So for worſhipping of 


aloſ.z. | Angels, the Apoſtle faith, they 

_ worthiped Angels then, and 

thought it to bee a part of wſti- 
hcation, 

Alſo tor wil-worſhip, and 
humane traditions, as taſte 
nor, touch ror, cate not, 

<—__ and beating of the fleſh, Paul 
p32g2 3+ 


ſpake of it in his time, and cal- 
| led it voluntary religion , which 
| had a ſhewy of wiſedome and 
| humbleneſlc of mind . but in- 
| decdeqvere tone purpoſe. And 
| the chiefe part of Poperic,name- 
lv, merits and ſatisfaction by 
aur owne workes, beganne 
when Antichriit was borne; For 
| » oj 'S Paul 
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F aiet {pake of it , and againſt it, 
in his Epiſtle to the Komares, 
and the Galathians, and almo!} 


| in all his Epiltles. 


$0 for taſting on tketr Saints 
Eucs, as they call chem , their 
Ember dayes, and their Popith 
Lenton faſt, they haue made it 
a payntcd garment, an very 
meritorious, and fo by lttic 
and little th y hauc made vp 
this mo! iter of many CO0.0UrS, 
So came in Ido'arric ar hc firit 
into the Church : firſt, rhe 1ima- 
ges of rhe godly were of a good | 
mrent brouzht into the Tem-| 
ples, and attcrwards tuperſtir- | 
on crept in like a Ring- TOC, 
and mcn tcl! ro worſhip them, | 
as in time the /ſrail.trs wor- | 
ſhipped the Frater SOTf ni In 
the Wilderneflc. 

Thenrhe ſuppo'ed pictures of 
Chriſt were worſhipped, where- 
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of there grew to bee very , 
cndocaranyons to booties 
nother, but eucn as it pleaſed 
maſter Painter : And then the 
Croſſe by the Hie-wayes fide, 
and then the very letters of the 


name of Icſus : And when the|_ 


painter had made a picture like 
ſome foule Mawkin, or ſome 
fooliſh game-player in diſgui- 
fed colours, and ſet it vp ina 
glaſſe window, or ſome ſtone 
wall, and a toy rooke ignorant 
men in the head ( for m__ 
imagination ) that muſt 
our Lady forſooth, and fo to bee 
worſhipped. . 
Then further , when men be- 
gan to negle& the moſt Sacred 
(criptures of God,hich are the 
onely pillar and ground of all 
trueth , they began to build vp- 


Doors, and the interpretation 
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on Councells, and Fathers, and | 
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of the Church , without any tri- 
all of the ſame to bee made by 
the Scriptures : And at laſt the 
word of God ( which ſhould 
haue (it as Iudge ) was brought 
downe, and ſet at the barre to 
| [bee indged by men, yea by his 
enemies tO, 

And by little and lirtle ir 
came to this paſſe, that the 
Church could not erre in any 


thing : And that the Church of 


Rome muſt be that onely priui- 
ledged Church which could nor 
erre, And then they thruſt vp- 
on vs what they liſted : As the 
Philiſtines made Sampſon doe 
what they woald, when they had 
put out his eyes. 


But this was done by degrees / f 


For firſt, the Biſhops and re4- 
chers waxed rich and wealthus : 
Then they grew proud and lord- 


iy : Then couerous and greedie : 
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Then idle and lazic : And then 
cruell and bloody , as alſo ſub- 
till and craftie,to couer all with- 
all. And when the ſarres thus 
began to fall from heauen, ( that 
s, from the hcauenly doctrine, 
and from keaucnly converſati- 
on, to become fo carnall and 
earthly minded ) the Sonne of 
righteouſneſſe alſo the Lord 
Ictus Chrift himſelfte, that true 
light began to bee darkes icd,and 
bs Goſpel ro bee depraued, and 
then the Moone ( that is ) his 
Church muſt needes looſe her 
light: For ſhee hath no light 
but from the Sunne : And th en 
( as the Prophet 7oel ſpeaketh)| 

was the Church alſo rurned 1n- 


to blood : For _ theſe things | 
| 


grew mott horrible pc rſecutions | 


in the Church through the ma- 
lice and crueltic of the Prelates, 
{o that ſhee failed both in light 


_— ad win Wh. WT 2 
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{obcod 1CTICC n C1 I! dren. through 
' {ufferance and roo much foo 
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and lite to zether. And {o it 15 | 
to bec feared , that ( for our | 
ſinnes ) it may fall our againe : 

For as by little and little the| 
candle gocth our : fo by little 
and little darknefſe commeth in. 
Ani atrter the fame maner came 
In ſuch monſtrous abuſes tn ap- 
parrcl!, both in men and women, 
luch excefle and riot in cating 
and drinking, ſuch idleneflc and 
Pre), 1hanc netle , AS 1S Cuery where 
to bee ſeene *+ And fo grew tu- 
mults and redel1:ons in thc 
common pcop!e : $0 groweth 
| ſtubbornenes in ſervants, and d1- 


lth cockering ,1 [l by little and 
lierle many of them come to 
ſhame and confuſton. 

And rhus have all ill cu- 
ſtomes growne vp from time tO 
time , both inthe Church , and 
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| As ir did Solomon, and David, 
and 


in the Common-wealth , and all 
by the cuſtome of the deuill, 
that is, by little and by little: 
yea ,and that ſo ſoirly and fliely 


bee th into men, that t 

Can hardly either ſce him 9p 4 
feele him when hee commeth : 
As wee fee the weedes grow vp 
amongſt the Corne while men 
ſleepe, bur ſo ſoftly, that no 
man can perceive how they 
grow, or how much they are 
growneat once : Burt that they 
doe grow, and in time ( if they 
be not plucked vp ) oucrgrow 
the Corne, every man may fcc 
that: Or as the Iuic by little and 
httle creeperth v the Oake, 
till ar laſt he doth ouergrow and 
deſtroy the Oake : So doth fin 
by little and little get vp, and 
get the ſtrongeſt and che migh- 
ticſt men ſometimes vnder him: 
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and Peter, and diucrs others, 
for all their Wiſedome, and 
Learning, and Iudgement, and 
| Experience, which they had 
both of rthemſclues, aud of the 
World, 

Now, to ſaue our ſelues from 
this vſurping and m—_— 
'enemy, at ſhall bec our be 
| cons ſtill ro pray vnto our 
| God, for the helpe of his grace, 
and boly Spirit, and ſtill to per- 
| frade our foules and our friends 
by the word of God,to make re- 
 fiſtance art the very firlt entry, 

and continuall ro withſtand the 
' beginnings and firſt motions of 
Sathan vnto any ſinne , leſt by 
little and little, now a ſtone and 
then a ſtone, now a baskerfnll 
| and thena basketfull, he caſt v 
| his mounr, and fortific himſel 
againſt vs, vntill hee hath barre- 
red and ſpoyled all the good 
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thin "ps that were in our ſoules, 
; And that the danger of theſe 
' fame litties may the better ap- 


' that t1nne 15 like lcauen,, a little 
' whereof will ſowre the whole 
lampe of dowe : It is like fre, 
whercot but one ſparke 15 ſuik- 
cicntto kindlea great fire, and 
to burne downe a whole City : 
Tris lixe a treegy hoſe ſtubbes rc- 
' maining in the ground arc e& 
| O12 [1 ro give one a fall : It 1s 
like 1: z:ebet that painted Har- 
lor, whote very remnants, as the 
Skull of her head , th e palmcs of | 
h-: hands, moſt be buried leſt | 
they mtc + the avre. 

A more inthe Sunne is buta | | 
little thing, and yet cnough to 
hinder the ſight, to paine the | 
cyc, and to trouble the whole | 
body. A Haire is bur a little 
thing, yet enough to ſtifle a | 
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pearce vato vs, let vs remember | 
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man, The Flics of Egypt were 
bur little things, yet none of the 
leaſt > The Lice were 
lefſe then the Flies, yet one of 
the greater plagues that came 
vnto Fgypr. And ſuch bec our 
finnes, whichwe call little {ns, 
and the Papiſts call rhem vent- 
all ſinnes , that may be waſhed | 
away with a little holi-warer, | 
&c. we count them little and ! 
nothing, and not to be ſtood vp- 

on,nor once to be touched , but 

in time we may Prooue them co | 
bee the greateſt plagues that | 
wall trouble vs, if ſecurelyand | 

raſhly Wee venture vpon them. | 
For th ough the occaſions and 
morions perhaps bee but fmall 
in reſpect of grofle iinnes, and 
hainons crimes , yet there is 
a hidden; corruption in our 
nature, (whoſe very froth dorh 
continually annoy the chil- 


dren 
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dren of God) ana that may 
threaten ſome hainous downe- 
fall in time to come : Which 
hath made cuen men of very 
| _ report and conuerſation to 

ang downe their heads, till 
fearing their ſecret hypocriſie, 
as that which may breake forth 
tothe ſhame of all the former 
in time to come. In regard 
whereof, Gods dy 
ſuch a icalouſie, that they trem- 
ble at the very firſt motions, and 
the leaſt occaſion to finne that 
| can bee. And the rather roo, be- 
cauſe they ſee many excellent 
men in gifts,and conftant in pro- 
| feſhon, fora long time, whoſe 
| end hath not anſwered their be- 
| ginnings. And this 1s very true, 
' whether we looke into theword, 
'or into the world, and 1s a 
thing which may much humble 
; vs. For though wee may re- 
member 
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member what wee baue bcene, 
and what wee are, yet who can 
tell what may come to him 
hereafrer,eſpecially if they yeeld 
to a little and a little. 

Bur alas there bee ſome too 
venterous, which thinking it no 
maſterie to offer themſelues ro 
masking, and minſtrelfie, and 
dauncing,and wanton company, 
orto runne into quarrels , and 
brawles, and contentions, as 
though they had their eares and 
their eyes , and their hands at 
commandement : Burt Gods 
children are afraid of theſe oc- 
caſions, as knowing that their 

es may bee prouoked to luſt, 
their eares may quickly liften 
to vnchaſte delights, and their 
hands may ſuddenly ſtrike a 
deadly blow ,- &c. Therefore 
both men and women are to be- 
_ how they venture -__ 
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ſuch {mall occations,tor though 
thouy meanceſt no ſuch matter, 
yet for thy venturing without 
warrant, thou mayelt bee ouer 
thy ſhooes betore thou bee 
aware. 

And yet becaulc vice is fo 
neerc vnto vertuce , wee mult clſc 
beware of tuperſtition, for the 
enemie iti!] laboureth cither to 
make vs too hardic and ventu- 
rous, orclic to feare 1t tOO ſu- 
perſtit:ouſly. And to theſe 
remptations our nature 15 very 
pliable. Firſt ro preſumprion, 
and ouer much hardinefle, as 
may appeare by our common 
fpecch. Tuſh the Preacher 15 
but a man as I am, he hath his 
infirmitics as well as others: 
\Weeare no Angels, our nature 
i5 corrupt, wee arc but men, and 


| I am fure von will not make vs 


. + ot 


ods, a little is not ſo much, 
| and 
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and if God were ſo hard as you 
would make him, that were 
hard indeede, &Cc. 

Thus Sathan commeth to 
tempt men vnto preſumprion : 
But when he would drive men 
to deſpaire, then hee apparrel- 
leth himſelfe in another ſute, 
and then of a Flic hee maketh 
an Elephant , and of a moate a 
mountaine. If hee cannot bring | ? 
[men to make conſcietice where 
they ſhould , hee will labour 
\tobring them to make conſci- 
ence where they ſhould nor. 
As wee ſce the manner of many 
is cither to be profane in their 
mirth, or toallow no mirth at | 
all, either too gawifh and new- | 
tangled in their attire, or to} 
allow no ornament at all, and | 
ſo in many things moe: Hee 
careth not , whether thou bee 
remiſſe , or ſuperſtitious, ſo 

; ” 


The ſixth Sermon. 241 


242 


The Ronſing of the Slug gard, | 


_ ———————— ee et re 


_—_ 


thou bee one. Gods children 
therefore muſt labour for a 
meaſure, and that muſt bee 
ſought for in the world , which 
will guide them in the narrow 
way : Shewing in cuery thing 
what 1s the vertue, and what 1s 
the vice; what is the meane, 
and what 15 the extreame On ei- 
ther hand. 

In theſe extremities , if any 
man hath beene overtaken by a 
little , and a little ( as who hath 
not ) let him imagine himſelfe 
to bee ficke, either of a ſpiritu- 
all conſumption, or a ſpirituall 
burning feauer : And let him 
from henceforth keep that dict 
which is preſcribed vpon him 
in the Word, and carefully 
abſtaine from ſuch occaſions 
hereafter : And by the grace of 
God hee ſhall recouer himſelfe 


on B {EE YU rr no ASITITE 


againe, though not by and by, 
. - has 
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but by little, like the man | 
that bath beene very ficke, who 
firſt fceleth a ſtomacke to 
meate, and then hath ſome 
taſte of his meate which be- 
fore was vnſauoury ynto him: 
And then hee beginneth to fir 
vp in his Bed,then toriſe out of 
his Bed, and then towalke in 
his Chainber : And after that 
abroad by a ſtaffe , and by lit- 
tle and little ( through the 
bleſſing of God ) commeth to | 

his fall Arengeh againe., 
Neither let any willing 
mind bee diſcouraged by the 
bardneſſe of his heart, which 
hee now feeleth wrought by 
the cuſtome of Sathan : Bur 
let him plic meanes appoin- 
ted by God, and hee ſhall ſee, 
that as the Water droppeth on 
the Flint vntill 1t bee worne | 
hollow, So the Water of | 
R 2 OC 


244 


The Ronſong of the Sluggard. 


Job 1.5. 


, Gods grace ſhall bee {till drop- 
| ping vpon thy hard heart, vn- 


| till thou bee recouered. And 


, thus wee haue ſcene the cu- 
ſome of Sathan, and how it 
; may bee broken. 

Another note 15 this : That 
| the wicked doe ſtill extenuate, 
and lefſen their finnes, cry- 
| ing.: Yet a litthe, and it us 
| 


"hes 4 little : But the children 


of God Coe lay their finnes 
are vreat , and cannot aggra- 
uate them «rough. And this 
is their griete, that they can- 
not lay out their finnes c- 
' nough : /ob ſetterh blaſphemie 
vpon the finnes of his chul- 
dren, when they. were ban- 
quetting together ; and it 
might bee ſome idle words, 
' or vnſauoury icaſting might 
' paſſe their lippes n Ah they 


'were {et to bee merric : = 
To 
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lob giveth it no lefle name 
then blaſpheming of God. 

Chriſtians in thelr feaſtings 
and meetings , powre out ri-. 
uers of 1dle words : And if a ' 
man call them rebellion or, 
blaſphemic : What 2 Thar is 
roo full mouth, wee muſt | 
ſeeke ſome finer wordes to co- 
'our them withall : Like the 
Theeues that will not ſay 
they ſtole it, but they rooke | 
IT. 

If the Preacher ſhall la- | 
bour to lay out the vgliſome- 
neſſe of ſinne, hee is called a | 
rayler for his labour. | 

Paul called himfelfe a blaſ- 
phemer, a perſecuter, and the 
chiefe of ſinners, though hee 
were not ſo indeede, yet thus 
hee laboureth to bearte downe 
himfclfe , and to bee hum- 
bled with true Repenrance, 
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and hee had the Spirit of 
God. 

Therefore they that will not 
bee launced, and haue finne 
touched , it is a figne that 
they haue not the Spirit of 
God. 

The World calleth coue- 
touſneſſe good husbandrie : 
But the Word calles it ido- 
larric, and the roate of all e- 
will. 

The World calleth pride 
cleanlineſſe and handſomneſle, 
bur the Word calles it figh- 
—_— God : The world 
calleth their painting of faces, 
the friſling of haire , the wea- 
ring of falſe haire, and other 
ſuch diſguiſed deformities,and 
vgly inuentions, both ſeemely 
and comely ornaments : The 
Word calles them whooriſh 


atyre, 
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The world calleth mallice | 
and hatred manhood:The word 
calles it man-flaughter. 

The world calleth exccſhue 
eating and drinking , and ryo- 
ting, and idlenefle, and cham- 


bering , good fellowſhip : The Ezck.16.” || 
Word calleth them the finnes 45 


of Sodome and Gomorrah : The 
world faith that fornication 1s 
but a tricke of youth, and a 
common infirmitie: The Word 
ſaith it is tro make the mem- 
bers of Chriſt, the members of 
a harlot : The world calleth 
that honeſt recreation , which 
the Word faith, bringeth the 
wrath of God vpon the chil- 
dren of diſobedience. 

The world faith they take 
but their fees, when the Word 
ſaith they play the Theeues : 
The world calleth that duety, 


:.King. 9. | 
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which the Word calleth rob- 
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things mec. Bur as the Word 
ſpeaketh of finne, ſo doeth the 
godly ſpeake of finne, for they 
peake by the Spirit of God, 
which is not contrary to the 
word of God. 

And thus wee ſee how very 
foule ſinnes haue _ a Li- 
uery of their maſter the De- 
uill, and ſtollen the Cloake of 
vertue, doc1ett it, and braue 
it vp and downe, like Fidlers 
and Players, vader Noble mens 
Coates ; which (when their 
Coarcs are taken away, are but 
Rogues by Statute : and the 
other when their coloured 
cloakes are taken away,are moſt 
foule and "ply deuills by rhe 
word of God : yet no man muſt 


ſay ſo, but at his perill, For 
the Deuill when hee hath 
brought vpa Faſhion, will fol- 
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low the faſhion himſclte : And 
the faſhion is among Hunters, 
that if any body } = call a 
Hound or a Spaniell by the 
name of a dogge, hee muſt be 
panes : becauſe the Hawke 
ith no taile but a rraine, as 
if ſhee were ſome State; and 
two benot a couple, bur a caſt, 
and a braſe, and I know not 
what : So, if a man come when 
the Deuill is at hunting, and 
call the wicked his dogges, by 
the name of Hell-hounds, as 
they are indeed, he muſt bee 
puniſhed ; for they are neither 
dogges nor hell-hounds , but 
gond-fellowes, and their hun- 
ting of vertue and godlineſſe 
is good-fellowſhip : And here- 
upon a common Harlor is com- 
monly called a good-fellow. 
And till che Devill follow- 
eth the faſhion; For among!) 
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are as glad of them roo, as| | | 4 


men of Trade and Manuall oc- 
cupations , they haue words of 
Art belonging to euery Toole 
and Inſtrument in their Shops; 
and if a man come into their 
Shops, and doe but touch any 
of rhem, orcall them by other 
names then the occupation 
doth call them by, (as to 
call a Spade a Spade ) is a for- 
feit called for by and by. So 
if a man come intothe Deuills 


Ware-houſe,and doe but touch 


a Picce, except it bee tobuy 
it, and doe but call his Tooles 
and Implements by other 
names then hee and the occu- 
pation doerh call them as to 
call a Knaue a Knaue,you ſhall 
ſtraightway hauc one or other 
at you for a forfeit, which doe 
ſerue for nothing elſe , bur to 
watch for ſuch boorics ; and 
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Sumners are of Sitations ; or 
as Quiriſters in Cathedrall 


! Churches, when they ſce a 
| man come into the Quire with 


his Spurres on his heeles ; be- 


| cauſe then they hope to get 


| fomething to increaſe their 
| commons, by a Law of their 
 owne, luch as Chriſt was pur to 


death by. 

Bur that ſoule rhat licth fo 
wide open that hee cannor ſce 
his owne finnes , but maketh 
great finnes ſmall, and callerh 
ſowre fiwcer , and darkeneſſc 
light, as Eſay ſpeaketh : They 
(hall one day fecle the great- 
neſſe of their ſinnes ro their 
coſt and paine, for it 1s a true 
ſaying of Chriſt in the 5. of 
Matthew, Hee that breaketh 
the leaſt of Gods Commande- 


, ments, and teacheth men ſo to 


doe, ſhalt bee the leaſt in the 
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Kingdome of Heaven, that is, 
hee ſhall haue no place atgall 
there : for Chriſt ſpeaketh 'of | 


| it, but according to that opi- | 


: 


' 
i 


nion which men had of it. Thus 
haue we ſpiced the Deuills cratt | 
in minſing of ſfinne, now let 
vs learne hereby ro make ſome. 
vic of ir. | 

The Magiſtrate may learne | 
hereby to take heed, that hee: 
yeeld not ſo much as a little 
to the wicked , becauſe they 
watch at an inch for rhe leaſt 
aduantage that can bee : Like 
the ſcruants of Benhadad King 
of Aram , when they were | 
parling with Achab the King | 


of 1frael about their maſter: | 
of whom it is ſaid in the holy 


Hiſtory, that they tooke dili- 


gent heed, if they could catch; 
any thing of him : And when 


they heard Achab bur call 


F 
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their maſter his brother, they 
made haſte, and faid thy bro- 
| tht 'Benhadad : to ſhew how 
|the Magiſtrate 1s watched : 
And if the wicked perceiue 
any coldneſle, or fearctulneſſe, 
'or negligence in him, or heare 
'bur a word of comfort from 
his mouth that makes for 
them, they worke vpon thar, 
like the fircame againſt a 
banke, if there be bur a little 
hole made through ir. 
Hereby the Miniſter alfo is 
|taughrt to take heed how hee 
| trainerh his conſcience againſt 
| the trueth in any thing, though 
'neucr fo ſmall, leſt in time 
| hee ſwallow downe Camels, 
'as ſome doe Stceples , and 
make ſhipwracke of all like 
Demas and Hermogenes , with 
their fellow Phygellzs, of whom 
Paul ſpeaketh : And like Di- 


orrephes, 
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-rit of God there, and all 


' and pearcerh the ſoule through 


orrephes, againſt whom Saint 
lobn giuerh cuidence. It is the 
poticy of the World to lay 
baires and ſnares for the Mi- 
nifters of Chriſt: Ir muſt be 
| therefore their wiſedome to 
holde out the world ar the 
| frords point, For Couecrtoul- 
i nefſe is like Aqua-fortis vpon 
| Steele : And if it take the 
{ Heart once, it will not leaue 
tilt ir hath caren our the Spt- 


| zo0:Inefle there, 

; And therefore the Apoſtle 
doxth well call it the rootc 
of all evill, for fo ir is, for 
whereſocuer it taketh roote, 
1 rooterh out all goodnefie, 
caſing tocrre from the Faith, 


with many forrowes : ſo doeth 
thee reward her maſter for gi- 
uing her lodging , like 


Vi 
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Viper that caterth out her mo- 
thers belly, and fo gerrerh his 
owne being with the deſtructi- 
on of another. 

Herealſo may Parents learne 
nor to feede their childrens 
humors too much , nor to 
ſufter them ouer long, as the 
manner of many is to doe, 
[nor to injure them to ſuch 
| Wantonneſle, Niceneſle, and 
| Pride, as wee fee in many: 
for they will grow to ſuch 
things faſt enough withour 
reaching : and by little and 
| lirtle ir may turne them to 
| ſhame, and their parents to | 
| ſmart and griefe, as too woeful | 
expericnce doeth dayly teach, 
As Abſolom being ſuffered a 
little , firſt killed his brother | 
Amnon : Then abuſed his Fa- | 
thers Concubines : Then ſtole 
away the hearts of his Fathers 
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Subicctrs, andat laſt roſe vpin 
armes, and drouec his father our 
of his owne Kingdome : and 
this came by little and little, 
And if the twigge bee ſuffered 
to grow crooked , it will bee 
crooked when it is come to bee 
a tree,and then it will ſooner be 

broken then bowed, 
| To ſome Parcnts and Ma- 
ſters 1t 15 a paſtime to ſce their 
Children and Seruants runne 
| colting abour the ſtreetes with 
| open mouth , like a kennell of 
| hounds : But to the godly and 
wiſe, it is both a gricfe and a 
| (ſhame; becauſe they know that 
| by little and a little , they may 
prooue impudent , and ſhame- 
| Icffe, and thecues, and barlots; 
' for then docth ſuch ſeed rake 

| deepeſt rooting. 

Hence may worldlings alſo 
rake warming, and learne to 
COMme 


} 
[ 


| 


— CC I — I —_—_—_— — 


The faxth Sermon, 


#57] 


come to the Word preached 
when they are called,le(t if they 
liſten bur a lictle vnto the in- 
chantmenrs of worldly com- 
modity, they fall quite away , 
like the vnworthy gueſts in the 
Goſpel, who rrifled away the 
time (o long with excuſes, thar 
at length they were quite ex- 
cluded. 

And in the hearing of the 
Word , rake we heed how wee 
heare : for then by little and by 
little the devill will robbe vs of 
all, or fill our heads with ſo ma- 
ny toyes and by matters, that 
we ſhall be neuer the better, bur 
the worſe. 

And laſtly, here let all Chri- 
' ftians learne, not to feed vpon | 
; vnkindneſſes, leſt by little and | 

little. it grow to a mortall ha- 
'rred, and an vtter miſlike one 
of another, without any likeli- 
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hood of ſound reconciliation 
for euer. And this that tcach- 
eth ſome, may teach all to be- 
ware of the deuills dangerous 
cuſtome. But whoſocuer ta- 
keth warning,the Sluggard will 
take none: for hee crycth ſtill, 
Tet a little ſleepe, a little ſlum- 
ber, and a little folding of the 
hands to ſleepe : therefore 
now let him hcarken vn- 
to his iudgement, 


(*%*) 


The Sluggards judgement. 
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11 Therefore thy pouerty com- 
meth as one that trauclleth 
by the way, and thy neceſſity 
like an armed man. 


q 8 
/ 3 [a fruit of idlenefſe 


4 8; | 
$72.47 and negligence. 


The wicked man ( faith Da- 
vid) trauclleth of miſchiefe, 
and bringeth foorth a lie. And 
the Sluggard ( ſaith Solomon ) 


Ere 15 now the 
 Sluggards iudg- 


ment , and rhe 
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| travelleth of idlencs, and brin- 
geth ſoorth poucrric, and nece(- 
fitic, two twinnes borne both 


| ata burden, bur ſuch il|-fauou- 


red ones, that eucry one 15 out 
of loue with them ſo ſoone as 
they arc borne : A poorc ,and a 
necdy birth , without beauty, 
or comelineſle, or ſhape, or 
ſtrength,or any thing to line vp- 
on of his owne. And ſurely a 
fir birth for the Sluggard to 
| Degge withall, The Sluggard 
and the Sluggards birth, are 
faine to line vpon other mens 
labours, and yer are ſtill poore, 
and ncedie : Like Pharaohs 
ſeuen lcane Kine, which devou- 
red ſeuen far Kine, and yet were 
leane : Now that was bur a 
dreame, but this is a trueth. 
And no maruaile : For it is tuft 
and requiſite, that hee which 
wall not ſow in Summer, for 
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feare of a ſhore , ſhould beg | 
in Winter when ſhowres doe | 
{fall. And hce which will nor 
| worke when hee may, and is Uh 
|able, muſt bee pur from his i 
mcate when he would cate. | 1 
p40 thy pouertic com- | \f 
(meth, &r, As If hee ſhould | Ty 
ay, Fob art the cauſe of thy hf 
'a:vnc pouertie thy (clfe, which | F 
| is more then the Sſuggard | 
would willingly conſeſſt. For | 
by n 1*rure W ee would bee rich, ' | 
and 14dlc roo : And when men | | 
'are moſt difſo!ute and Care- | i 
'lefſe, yer then they looke to | , 
| bee relieved as well as it they | | | 
 neuer had beene the cauſe of o 
their owne pouertie : Like | 
 prophane Reprobates , which bf 
| looke to come to Heauen as a! 
well as any body, and yet lt 
care not for the ordinary ſ 
meanes which God hath ap- 2 
$ 3 DoOInNted | 


_— — —  — 


262 


The Ronjong of of the Sluggard, = 


_ ro bring men thither 


By this then wee may ſee 
what a hard matter it 1s for 
fleſh and blood to fee what 1s 


the true cauſe of Gods hand 
vpon men, eſpecially when the | 
fault is inour ſelves : for ſelfe- 
lone is blind. And though we | 
be plagued through our owne | 
default, yet commonly wee | 
thinke not ſo : but wee make 
that the cauſe which is not. 
the cauſe : Some rime moſt | 
wickedly accuſing the Lord | 
of hard dealing againſt vs, 
who 1s moſt ruſt in all his; 
waycs , and holy in all his 
workes : ſometime crying out | 
=_ the hardneſle of the | wea- | 
, and vnſeaſonablencſle of 
the yeere: Sometimes condem- | 
ning others for want of Chari- 
tle, and Compaſſion, as is to be 


ſcene 
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ſcene when any dearth, or ſcar- 
citie commeth vpon vs : Some- 
time with one thing, and ſome- 
time with another : Burt as for 
our ſelucs wee can neuer intend 
it,to ſcarch out the cauſe there : 
Bur ſtill pur it off from our 
ſelues, though -indeede our 
'owne finnes hauc mooued the 
Lord todeale in this and that 
fort againſt vs. Whercin wee 
'(hew our ſolucs to bee the right 
children of Adam and Exe : For 
LW plaid they when the Lord 
| came to examine them about 
'the eating of the forbidden 
| fruit : Adam laieth his fault vp- 
on his Wife, and his Wife 
purs ir off to the Serpent : But 
neither of them would bee 
knowne to bee in fault. 
Sowhen any plague or cala- 
mitie came vpon the Heathen, 
they cryed out againſt the 
S Chriſtians 


Gen.3. 
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Chriltians, and ſaid that they 
were the cauſe of it, which in- 
deede was cleane contrary : For 


God plagued the Heathen, be-: 


cauſc they perſecuted the Chri- 
ſtians. By which wee may fee 
what a hcathenith rricke this is 
amons Chriſtians, tobiame 0- 
thers for that which themſclues 
are the cauiers of : Like Ahab, 
wo faid that Eliah troubled 
[fracl, when it was himſelfe 
that troubled Ifracl, as E/iah 
rruc!y told him. Though Ahab 
bee dead, yet his pecuiſh and 
peruerſe opinion ſtill lineth a- 
mongſt vs, and the wicked 
kcepe it faſt , and pleade hard 
for it, as though it were Ababs 
!egacic bequeathed vnto them, 
which no man may take from 
them. For when any bce fallen 
into decay, and proued banke- 
roupts, as many are through 


{harches, when both himſclte 
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their owne folly : As ſome by 
vnaduiſed ſuretiſhip: Some by 
play and gaming : Some by | 
teaſting : Some by negligence : , 
Some by couſening and other 
vngodly practiſes : Then they 
cry out vpon the Preachers , or 
againſt rhe Preaching of the 
Word , or againſt the Profet- 
ſors of the Goſpel, or againſt 
their creditours + Like Dogges 
which barke at the Moone, 
when it giveth them light, and 
nener did hurt them, more then 
Eliah did hurt Ahab, when per- 
haps he told him of his faults, 
and bad him looke to his foule. 
And bcing thus bewitched aid 
beforted , they flecpe itout 1n 
all ſecurity, and bravery, ſhrow- 
ding themlſelues unde falſe 
prerences, and vaine allegati- 
ons : As Jonah did vnder the 
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and the whole Ship were ready | [was 
to periſh with him. por 
And fo doe wicked men lie | $/0b* 
{ till in their vnthrifrineſſe, and | Jand 
idleneſſe, and vaine life , when | Goc 
| they bee ready to finke them- an 
| ! felues, and many others with 
them. {mak 
3 Therefore the Lord doth] Jtofe 
| here pull out the Sluggard, and | [Spit 
i fer both his ſinne, and the fruir| Jnor | 
; thereof before his face, and tel- L 
lketh him plamely that him-} Jpout 
i felle 1s the cauſe of his owne| {man 
; FOxertie, and miſcrie, and none| [mak 
; bur himſclfe. nch 
Azaine, we are tO note that A 
; God dogth nor ſay ſimply | p--| [Gof| 
| worry ſhall rome pon thee | but | Jforh 
i he ſaith, [Thy poverty] teaching rents 
| vs thereby todiſtinguiſh of po-| Jof C 
{ erty, and the cauſes thereof : | feſt | 
; For ſomtimes good men are 10] [poor 


; poucrty, aſwell as bad : Chriſt | Jown, 
— "ONV ey was 
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was poore in the world, but his 
gerty was to make vs rich : 
lob was ſtricken with pouerty, 
and yct a good man; fearing 
God, and painefull ro doe any 
ood that he could toall men, 
- his pouerty was ſent him to 
make triall of his patience, and 
to ſer forth the riches of Gods 
Spirit in him, which elſe could 
not haue ſo well appearcd. 

Lazarus was poore , but his 
pouerty was to try the rich 
mans charity withall, and to 
make the hard-heartednefſe of 
ch Glutrons to appeare. 

And as the blind man in thc 
Goſpel was made blind,neither 
for his owne finne, nor his pa- 
rents ſinne, but that the worke 
of God might bee made mant- 
feſt in him: So ſome are made 
poore,, neither through their 
owne fault, nor through their 
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parents fault , but that the 
\ worke of God might appeare 
' in them, as it did in /ob : And 
that in others cither the worke 
of God, or elſe the worke of the 
; deuil! may be made maniteſt, 
while ſome (ſhew compaſſion in 
relicuing the poore, and others 
ſhut vpall compaſſon trom the 


| — — 


-— 


. poore, All men ſhall die, but || 
29 all of one difcaſe. Many || 
hauc tuftered, but rot all for|| 


- ane caute : Some have ſuffered 
: as cuill doers,and fome for well 
' doing : And true it 15, that not 
+ rhe death, but the cauſe makes 
3 Martyr. Therefore to make 
this point more plainegvee will 
: con:1dcr of two things. 


How many kinds of p0- ||| 


FirſUy3rs there be. 
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Gate two forts, according to 
ſthe parts of men conſiſting of 
body and foule, as by the ſame 
rule we had both the Sluggard 
Temporall , and the Sluggard 
Spirituall : So that there 15 the 
pouerty of the body , and the 
pouerty of the foule : Bodily 
pouerty, is bodily want, and 
that is when a man wanteth 


ſuch neceſſaries as belong, to | 


this life,as health,and food, and 
apparel! , and money, and lodg- 
ing, and houſhold prouiſon, 
and ſutficient to pay every man 
bis owne. And of this bodily 
pouerty there bee alſo two 
kinds : Some belonging to the 
godly, and ſome to the wicked, 
both good and bad haue ofren- 
times their part in theſe wants, 
So that good men , and honeſt 
men may bee poore, and yet 


— — _ 


Of pouertic then wee wall | 


| 


| 
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good and honeſt ſtill : For 
goodnefſe and honeſty goeth 
not by riches; for oftentimes 
worldly riches are meancs to 
the wicked to make them worſe 
and worſe, hauing wealth to 
corrupt themſclues and others, 
authority to doe violence, and 
healrh makes them luſfty to doe 
miſchiefe. Neither doe diſho- 
neſty and wickedneſle alwayes 
goc by poverty and want, 
; thongh rheſe things bee coun- 
| red the onely cuills of this life: 
' Yet we fee ſometimes they are 
meanes to good men ro make 
them better, as pouerry to bri- 
dle luſt, baſeneſle ro humble 
; them , and incumbrances to 
| drine them to Ged, and to 
' reach them to ſuccour others : 
By which we may ſee, that the 
pouerty Of Lazarms 15 berrer 
then the riches of Dies : The 
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ſickenefle of a wiſeman, with 
his wiſcdome,is better then the 


health of a foole wich his folly. 
And what goods ſocuer a man 
hath he cannot bee a good man 
{o long as hee himſelte is euill : 
And it a man may bee rcarmed 
a good man for having riches, 
then a foole may bee tearmed a 


| 


wiſe man when hee hath ona | 


The Scriptures ſpeake much 

' inthe commendation of godly | 

| poore men, and preferreth them | 
fore vngodly rich men, as 

there is cauſe : Ye ſee your cal- 


Corinthians) How that not ma- 
ny wiſe men after the fleſh , nor 
many mighty, not many noble 


| 


wiſemans gowne. | 


are called ; but God hath cho- 


world, to confound the wiſe : 
and God hath choſen the weake 


ſen the fooliſh things of the | 


ling ( ſaith the Apoſtle to the —— 
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Ma.rr.5. power of Chriſt ; rhis was ore 
| thing of ſpeciall rote, that the | | 


things ot the world to con- 
found the mighty things : and 
vile things of the world, and 


—, 


Now what greater preferment | 


whom God hath choſen, and! 
ſer his marke vpon 2 A 

other great matters whic 
| Chriſt ſent to /ohn to ſhew the 


| poore received the Goſpel, 

which was as great a worke, and 

| as much ro bec retovced at , as 

' that the halt did walke , or that 

; the leapers were clenſed, or 
: 

chat 


things which are deſpiſed, hath |] 
Go choſen, &c. To ſhow of |] 
what perſons for the moſt part | 

Gods Church doth conſiſt :|| 


then to bee choſen of God, and | | 
who are counted more fooliſh, | 
and more weake, and more vile, | | 
and more deſpiſcd in the world | | 
then the poore, eſpecially! | 
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that the e deaf did heare. The 
nch were moſt bound to re- 
Icetue the Goſpel, bur the poore 
[receiued i it, and it was as much 
as if he had ſaid , the poore are 
[become rich, and the rich arc 
poore , for the Goſpel is true 
richcs. 

Solomas faith, Better iu the Pro... 

re man that walketh in his vp- 
rightneſſe, then a rich man that 
peruerteth his wayes : To ſhow 
that a poore man may be an VP» | 
right man, and an vpright man | 
\may be a POOre man, and yer 1s | 
[tobee preferred before the wic- | 
ked rich man. 
| And in another place hee 
faith, Berter i« a poore and a wile 
child, then av old and a foolilh 
King, which will no more be a/mo- | 
niſhed : To ſhew that witedome 
and lowlinefſſe doe not alwaves 
goe by yeres and riches,though 


Prou.z3. 
10. 
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the riches of a King , and that 


AAS 


{one incns poucrty 15 more 
t:cfled, then ſome mens riches: 
And as the pocie which are 
codly,are more blefſed then the 
vngodly nich, fo are they in 
more account with the Lord, 
and alwaycs more deare vnto 
him. 

And therefore hath the Lord 
laid downe ſo many charges in 
his word concerning the poore, 
which are as 1o many Letters 
ſent vnto the rich an their be- 
ha'fe, 

Remooue rot the bourd: of the 
fatherleſſe ( ſaith che Lord ) for 
her that w more mighty wilt ſurel; 
detend them, 

nd againe, Rob nor the poore 

ber auſe they a e roore, neither or- 
| preſſ» the af itied in indement. for 
the Lord will, te, Torthow that 
the poore Laue as good friends 
9] 


the | 
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to ſtand by them, as the rich : | 
For the Lord himſclte dovth 
pro.niſe to take their part,eſpe- | 
cially (as Saint Paul faith.) If 
they Frare Gid, and be of the hou- 
bo/d of Faith. 

And not without ſpeciall 
cauſe in his fingular witeione 
hath his Maieſtie fo ordained, 
that there ſhall alwayes bee 
ome poare mingled among the 
ch in this life, and one reaſon 
is: Thereby to try the rich 
mens charity, as appeareth by 
the Lords owne tefſtunony, be- 
canſe there ſha'l bee cucr ſome 
»00'e in the land ,, therefore I 
command thee , ſaving : Thou 
halt open thy hand wnto thy bro- 
ther, (that is, Thou ſhalt be li- 
herall, and ror c'olc-fiſted varo 
av brother) to thy needy, and 
I thy roare in thy land . cal- 
ing them our poote and our 
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needy, &c, As if they were of 
| our family and charge, to bee 
| promided tor by vs. 
And to this doth the Sonne 


cc ) a ſhall alrayes haue with 
Jou, 

( meaning in bodily preſence) 
and looke what you would doe for 
me, doe it for them : To ſhow, 
that if the poore were wanting, 
the rich ſhould not haue where- 
_=_ w exerciſe the workes of 
liberality, and Chriſtian com- 
paſſon. 

Another reaſon why there 
are poore in the world afwell as 
rich, is, that by ſuch a diffe- 
rence Gods bounrifull liberali- 
ty might appeare tothe rich, as 
he would have the liberality of 
the rich appeare ro the poore. 
God could hauc made all alike, 


of God, the Lord Iefus alfo}] 
piue witneſſe : The poore ( faith] 


wt mee you ſhall not have, || 


it 
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if at pleaſed him : But hee (aw | 
{|this inequalitic ro bee more for | 
his glory : W herein appeareth 
{fo many ſingular arguments of ; [4 
his vnſpeakeable Wifedome, | 
'and power, and mercic, and if 
|goodnefſe rowards all men, and | # 
all hts creatures. For it all were | 
'[head , where were the comli- | 
neſſe of the body > And whar | 
doth ſhew the height of the | 
mountaine but the valley that j 


þ 
| 
| 

Ws 

licth vnder it > And it the rich * 

þ 


\confider well oft the worke of 
God in this point, they thall ; 


hnd great cauſe ro loue the | | 
poore, and not to difdaine * 


them. 

Wee fee how proud and in- 
 folent many are 1t they ger vpa + 
glorious Honſe ouer their | 
| heads, or a veluet coate vpon | | 
their backs , or a gold chaine | 
about their necks: And as for | 
©. their 
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their poore neighbours , they | ||the 


: 
bl 


— -—— | — 


count them but as peſantrs and | ||ricl 
ſlaucs in reſpec of rhemſclues, I}ricl 
Buc alas poore foules , what is | [|t0 

ir har ſetteth our the bravery | [|gO« 
ot r' cir building, but the|||pO! 
ren14C cOrage that Randeth by | || ble 
ir > Ff',. im what efhtmarion [the 
wou © their veluers and (1ikes bet 
te ba, i” ſome did net weare | {| fur 
fri-v., «nd goe plaine!y appar-| || liu 
relle.* - Ard again:, if none 'fer 
Were vn! arnecthet; who would | ha 
-cuererice the learned > Or what | || fu} 
1Cconnt would there be of Arts | || 15 


2nd Scicrces, if the knowledge | | fn 
of them were equally given to | Is 
crery ore > And where &Gorh. | ho 
WV iſedome ſhine moſt in her | 


glovi00s beavric, but in the na 
middeſt of fooles > Therefore | | | 
men ſhon'd !cane admiring of | fre 
'hemſclu:«, and defpiſing of | 
o0:hers which come ſhort of 


h 
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them , wherhcr it bee in the 
riches of the body, or in rhe 
riclics of the = þ and lcarie 
to praiſe the Wiſedome and 
goodne Ne of the giver and ©1t- 


| 


the g'ory of the g 


poſer of them, and im all hum- 
blenceſle of makd vie them to 


giucr, and the 


berefit of their brethren, And 
further, how could the rich 


live without the poore and ba- 
ſer ſort of people, whom God 


'harh made their ſcruants to 


| ſupplic thetr wants > For as tt 


is not mecre the plough-man 
Mould wcarc the Crowne : So 
is it as vnfe for the King to 
hold the plough. 

And theretore as in the body 
naturall, God placed diucrs 
members, and all differing one 
from another, that one might 
bee ſeruiccable to another : 50 
in the body politicall hce hath 

" in 
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in no lefle wiſedome made di- 
uers degrees and eſtates of 
men, that one might be ſcruice- 
able and helpfull one vnto ano- 
ther. 

And thus wee ſee that for 
diucrs cauſes the Lord will 
hauc the poore ſtill amongſt 
the rich, and that good men 
haue beenc in pouertie as we!l 
45 bad : And yer the Lord hath 
{ti}] fupplicd their wantes, and 
not ſuffered them to lacke what 
hee ſaw good for them, neither 
will hee, bur will cither giue 
them bread , or abate their hun- 
ger, or giue ſuch a bleſſing with 
rheir little portion, that it (hall 
g0e as farre, and content them 
as well as if it were greater, 
and withall makes them rich 
in the Heavenly Graces of 
his Spirit, wherein many vc- 
ry great rich men of the 

World 
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Worrd are both bare and 
barren, 

As there be good poore men, 
ſo there bee alſo wicked POOre 
men , which are become poore 
and miſerable through their 
owne negligence, and Nothful- 
nefle : ſuck are they thar Solo- 
mon (peaketh vnto in my Text. 
And to fuch perſons , pouertie 
is both a reproach of men , and 
a tndgement of God : For as 1t 
15 no ſhame ro ſuffer, bur to ſuf- 
fer for cuill doing : So ir is no 
ſhame to bee poore, but to be- 
come poore through our owne 
| negligence and wilfu lneſle. 
| Ot thoſe tharbcare the bur- 
den of ponertic in that fort 
there bee ſome in the Church, 
and ſome in the Common- 
wealth : Of Church-men that 
bee in pouertic, ſome are of 
the Popith and Antichriſtian 
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Church, and ſome of the Chri- 
| ttian Churches. 

In the Popiſh Church there 
are a company of idle Monkes 
and Friars, and Hedge-prieſts, 
and Cloiſtcrers, which profeſle 
willfull pouertic, making the 
\\ orld belecue that it is a ſtep 
tohappineſſe, and adegree of 
Chriſtian pertetion, and if 
that bce truc, what ncede the 
Sluggard care for ſuch a iudge- 
; ment 2 Nay then it 1s no 10dge- 
; ment at all, but a bleſſing and 
| a happinefſe : And fo by that 
reckoning the Sluggard were a 
bleſſed and a happy man, and 
the Sluggards life were the On- 
ly happic life that could be de- 
| uiſcd inthis World , but thar 
| canror bee ,, for here wee ſee 
| poyertic and receſſitie ſer vpon 
| the S'ngoard to puniſh him for 
| ts floth;uinefle, 
| In 
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In our Chriſtian Church we 
have alſo ſcene ſome, both in 
the miniſtcry and otherwiſe, 
who lived in good eſtate ; and 
yet atteny = through ti.cir 
Coucrouſncſle and Ambition, 
have fallen into great decay : 
For when they were not con- 
tent with that which was cor- 
ucnient for them , but ſtil! 
would haue more : It hath hap- 
pened oitentimes torhemas 1t 
did ro the do: zoe, that having a 
prce of meat in his mouth, 
would ſnatch at tie ſhadow of 
the meat inthe water , and {© 
when he thought to hauc both 
hee loſt both. 

In the Scriptures there are 
diucrs cauſes of pouerty {et 
downe, and pouerty is made a 
puniſhment tor divers kinds 
ot offenders, and is a whip for 


the backe of many fooles : Ir 
IS 
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is a whip for the Sluggards 
backe, that in time will whip 
him to death it. hee repent not, 
for Solomon faith, The deſire of 
the Slug gard flaycth him, for bis 
hands refuſe toworke. 
It is alfo a ſcourge for the 
waiting vnthrift, and prodigal' 
, tpender, as may appcare 1n the 
[Lake :5. example of the prodigall ſonne, 
| whohauing fpent all, was dri- 
uen to feed among the lwine, 
\When it hath ſcourged the 
*vothrifr, it will alſo ſerue t9 
! ic0.17ge the niggard, that know- 
; th not Io:y to vie his goods, as 
aypeareth by the parable of 
Luke 15.  {:1111 chat hid his talent, and 
-_—_ | therefore had all raken from 
' him inthe end, to ſhew that it 
' 15 7 the beſt way to thriue, for 
| a mian to line tohimſelfe. And 
Ou.11, Salomon faith , There 1s that 
*4333* ' ſratrercth and ts more increaſed, 
| but 
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but hre that ſpeaketh more then 
i right , ſhall ſurely come to f9- 
werty. The liberal perſon (ſaith 
hee ) ſhall bane plenty, andhee 


that watereth ſhall haze raine. 


| alſo puniſh the cruell man, and 
the oppreſiour: For it is fer 
downe by So/omon as a detini- 
| zue ſentence againſt him, in 
[j_ manner; Hee that oppre(- 
| 


ſeth the poore to enrich himelfe, 
| and to pine to the rich, ſhall ſure- 
| ly come to poutrty, 

And the Propher E/ay,as one 
in the ſame commiſhon, conhr- 
meth the ſentence, and goeth a 
little further and ſaith, 0 bee 
to thee that ſpoyleſt, and waſt nor 
ſpojled, for when thou ſhalt ceaſe 
ſpoxling of others, thaw ſhalt bee 
ſpoyled by others, and nhen 
thou haſt dealt micked!y againſt 

_ others 


When ir hath pugiſhed the | 
[niggard, and the miſer, it ſhall 


Prou.z 2. 
16, 


Elvy 33 


1,2, 


| —_— 


| | others, then others ſhall dealt 
| | wirkedly againſ® thee. The 
| trueth whereof is not hard to 
be ſeene in ſome thar haue got- 
| ' ten vp by Prizes,and many thar 
| haue lined by Vſury, Broke- 
, rage , Promooting, Bribing, 
; Extorting,Coaſening,and ſuch 
like meanes, 

As it punitheth the cruel] 
oppreſſour , fo will it alſo pu- 
{ nith thoſe which arc raſh and 

prophane in their affaires; As 
| Eſau who (without any more a- 
doc) when he was hungry,(o!4 
away his birth-right for a meſlc 
of potrage, and when it was 
gone, crycd to have it againe, 
but coald nor get it. The ſen- 
rence 18 recorded by Solomon 
thus ; The thoughts of the d*l-- 
21.5. £e1t do? ſurely brivg abundunce, 
bat nlo%ewer tr bit;, commeth 
ſurely to ponerty, Which is al- 
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ſo verified in many Sureties | 
which hane in a vaine-glorious 
heate, paſſed their words , nei- 
ther regarding for whom, nor 
for whar, and afterward haue 
repented them too late: And 
ſurely this is a point nor vnfr 


for Noble-men, and great G-n- | 


tlemen to conſider of , whom 
God hath bleſſed both with 


great livings, and alſo beaurtifi- 


ed with a liberall and free { 
heart, leſt being (as many are) | 
attended vpon and haunted by | 
hungry Horſ-leeches, and faw- 
ning Paraſites, they impeach 
their eſtare and konour betore 
they be aware. 

As it puniſheth the raſh and | 
headdy foole , fo Gocth it a'f) | 
helpe ro plague Fornicators 
and Adultcrous fooles : as may 
appeare by that woetull con- 
plaint of ſuch as have beene 

WIOQUOD 
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'Deut. 21, 
\25.23, 
| 


| brouy ghr into the to001cs para- 


diſc dy the alluring baytes of 
Harlots. 

And therefore Solomon, that 
great man of expcrience , adui- | 
ſeth all that teare God, to 
keepe their way farrc from the 
harlot, and not to come neere 
the doorcs of her houſe, and 
giucth this as a reaſon : Leaſt 
( ſaith hee ) thou giue thy ho- 
nour vnto others and thy yeeres 
vntothe cruell : And leſt the 
ſtrangers bee filled with thy | 
ſtrength , and thy labours bee 
| found in the houſes of ftran- 
| &Crs., 
| Andlaſtof a'l it is a piece 
; of a puniſhment for the con- 

remners of the Word , and 
 tEofe that obſtinarely diſobey 

| the Lawcs of the Almighne. 
| For ( ſaith Moſes) If thou wilt 
| #0! obey the coyce of the Lord thy 
' God, 
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God, to keepe to doe all his Com- 
mandements, and his ordinances, 
which 1 command thee this day, 
The heauen ſhall bee braſſe , and 
the earth iron + The Lord ſhall 
give thee for the raine of thy land, | 
duft and aſhes, ntill thou bee de- 
ftroyed. 

So that pouertie and neceſſi- 
tie, bee like a common gal- 
lowes at the townes end, which 
bang vp both theeues, and mur- 
 derers, and traytors, and witch- 
'es, andall that are brought to | 
bee executed. 

Then ir is not a part of hap- | 

' pineſſe,, nor a degree of. per- | 
 feion, as Papiſts hold , but a 

' very ſore indgemenr of God. | 

\ Here is now the Sluggards | 

| Pouertie, and the Niggards | 
; pouertic, and the Vnthrifrs po- 
'uertie.,, and the Haſtie-mans 
| pouertic, and the VVhoremon- 
| V Ygs 
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is a whip '©- them all. 
By which wee are taught not 
| to blame others ( as many doe) 
| if they bee fallen behind-band, 


but ler eucry man examine | 


himſelfe in theſe points : And | 
if thov caaſt cleere thy ſelfe of 
one, ſuſpe& thy ſclfe of ano- 
ther, and tric thy heart inall, 
vntill rhou haſt found our the 
cauſe, as thou wilt tric cucry 
kev of the bunch, vatill the 
locke bee onened, 

And ſ-y to thy foule as Da- 
wid ſaid ro the W oman of Te 
terth , wl oO came to the King a- 


of loab in all this > So, is not 
the hand of Coith, or negli- 
2erce, Or the hand o crueltic, 


tout Ab'olem, Is wot the hard | 
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of niggardlincfle, or of raſhnes, 
or of vngodlineſſe in this my 
pouertic > And this may ſut- 
hce ſor the pouertie of the 
body. 

And now a little of ſpiritu- 
all porertic. Whereof the 
Scriptures ſpeake ſometime in 
the better part, and ſometime 
in the eui!] part : In the better 
part it is attribured to the chul- 
dren of God, to their | ror 
commendation , and as a ſpeci- 
all vertue and grace of God, 
and that is when they bec bum- 
ble and lowly un their owne 
eyes, and thinke poorely and 
baſely of themſclues, in reſpet 
of others. 

And this is that ſpirituall 
pouertie which our Sawour 
Chri't peakerh of, and calleth 
it bleſſed poucrtie, in Mazth.s . 
3 when hee faith : — 

T4 ghe 
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the p poore in ſpirit, for theirs is 
the Kingdome of Heauen : To 
 ſhevy that ir is not onely a bleſ- 
| ſed, bur a rich pouertie, be- 
cauſe the Kingdome of Hea- 
uen doth follow ir. 

And this is a grace found as 
[well in Kings and great rich 
men of this world ſometimes, 
as in the poorer fort, when God 
doth ſanctific their hearts , and 
reach them to know them- 
ſelues : ſuch a one was Abra- 


ham a rich man, and /oba rich | 
man, and Davida King : Yet | 


were they poore in ſpirit, and 
therefore bleſſed : The contra- 
rie whereof is found in thoſe 
that are wiſe in their owne 
conceit, and wedded to their 
owne Wayes, whatſocuer can 
bee ſaid to the contrary, whe- 
ther they bee rich or poore, 
of ſuch Se/omon ſaith , There te 
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more hope of a foole then of them, | 
| Againe,to be poore in ſpirit, | 
'1s ſometime taken 1n the euill 
| part, not as a vertuc, butas a 
| foule vice : not as a grace,but as 
| adiſgrace: and that 15 , when 
men abound in their owne ſpi- 
rits, and in thcir owne 1dge- | 
' ments, and being altogether 
' carnall and ſenſuall, are vaid of 
: the Spirit of God, and bar- | 
;ren in the graces of the ſame | 
Spirit, abounding in pride, and | 
barren in humility ; abounding | 
' in malice, and barren in loue; | 
abounding in ignorance, and | 
barren in > aDOun- | | 
ding in hypocrifie, bur barren 
[1n ſincerity, and fo inthe reſt, 
| and yer thinke not o. 

A preſident of which pouer- 
ry wee have in the Miniſter and 
| People of Laediceas, ro whom 

Chriſt ſpeaketh in this ſort : 
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Epheſ. 2,7. 


Thou ſayeſ> thou art rich and 
increaſed with goods , and haſt 
need? of nothing ; and Lnoneſt 
wot that thos art wretched, and 
miſerable, ard poore, and blind, 
and naked. 

And :ndecd, the ſoule that 
is deſtiture of the heauenly 

races of the holy Ghoſt, 15 
a poore foule, although he 1er 
'rvp and downe in his Silkes 
and Veluets ; yea, and ih cloth 
of Gold roo, 

But the ſoule that hath them 
is rich indeed , though other- 
wiſe for want of worldly nece(- 
(aries they be conſtrained to lie 
begging in the ſtreeres, 

Therefore the holy Ghoſt 
dovbrtcth not to call them 
riches, ſaying, That God ſent 
the Gofpel of his Son amonz2 
'he Geneiles, that hee might 
hew tothe age to come, the 
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exceeding riches of his grace, | 
through his kindnefle rowards | 
vs in Chrift Iefus. lo ſhew | 
that the gifrs ot the boly G! oli 
ſanRified to the children of 
God, arc riches, and mote then 
riches : for they are exceeding 
riches, 

And in the ſame Epiſt'e, the x;yec;.s. 
Apoſtle ſaith, that he preached 
\nto the Genrtiles,the vnſearch- | 
able riches of Chrilt, to (hew | 
that whoſoever hath Chritt, is / 
rich enough. Therefore is the | 
Goſpel of Chriſt compared to | 
a Pearle of inc{timable value, 
which could ror be bought, ex- 
cept a rich man ſo'd all his ſub- 
ſtance to buy it ; to ſhew how 
rich they are that haue that 
Pearle. 

Many rich men want theſe 
riches. Therefore ler no man 
ſay, Oh I am rich and well in- 
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creaſed in worldly goods,there- 
fore I am not guilty of the 

Sluggards finne, for through 
thy flothfulnefſe thy ſoule may 
| bee poore enough in the riches 
of Gods Spirit,how rich ſocuer 
thou bee 1n the things of this 
world. And if any man would 
haue theſc riches, hee muſt car- 
neſtly deſire and long after 
them : For the Lord filleth the 
hungry with good things , bur 
the rich, that 15 the tull fto- 
macke, hce ſendeth empty a- 
way. 

In the 2. of Prouerbes, Sols- 
20 propoundeth two things, 
and ſheweth what courſe muſt 
be taken of thoſe that will ob- 
taine them. The treaſurc,is the 
\nderſtanding of the feare of 
God, and the knowledge of 
God : The way to get them 1s 
to receiue the Word, and to 
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hide it; then hee muſt hearken 
with his cares, and incline his 
heart; then rocall and cry at- | 
ter them, as if they were going | 
away, for feare they ſhould not | 
be entertained as they are wor- 
thy : And if they cannot bec 
had with calling and crying, 
then bee muſt fall ro ſcekin 
and ſearching,as if they vr 
for filuer, and fea rched for trea- 
ſure. This being done, then 
ſhalt thou vnderſtand, and find, 
&c. To ſhow that theſe chings 
ſent from God,muſt be carneſt- 
ly ſhaved vnto, and will nor 
marry, but with ſuch as will vic 
| them well, and account of them | 
| as ſpeciall gueſts. 
Vato which hunger and lon- 
Zing muſt alſo bee 10yned dili- 
Icnce and painefullneſle : For | 
<eifBbend ( faith the holy 
Ghoſt) wakerh poore, but the 
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| hand of the diligent maketh rich : 


Soa flothfull eare to heare, and 
a florhfull heart to belecue, 
maketh poore ro Heauenly 
things, bur the care and rhe 
heart of the diligent makerh 
rich. 

Some ſay they haue beene 
diligent in hearing , &c. And 
yct are poore,and that may well 


| bee: Fox it 15 not our diligence, 
' but the bleſſing of God that 


makerh rich, which bleſſing is 
not gwen alwayes at the firſt, 


| but is promiſed to thoſe, that 


in faith and patience, and by 
carneſt prayer are continuall ſu- 
ters and ſeckers for the ſame, 
like Jacob, who could not ob- 
raine a bleſſing of the Angell, 
without great ſtriving and 
wreſtling, 

And ſometime ir 1s vtterly 
denicd , and not giuen at all to 
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ſome, becauſe the Lord ſeeth 
in them a falſe heart and awic- 
ked affetion that ſer them a 
worke, and knoweth thar if the 
wicked ſhould haue thoſe cx- 
cellent Graces and lewels they 
would abuſe them filrhily and 
proudly,to the di.r,020ur of the 
giver, like ſwine which tram- 
ple Pearles vnder their teer, and 
digge vp filth out of the dung 
bill: And to ſpeake indiffer 4 
ly, what thould the Lord doe 
| | 1cucaling his fecrers and his 
| | counſells ro them that mcan- 
| | not to follow them 2 

| Offach kind of ſeekers, and 
gatherers of ſpirituall riches, is 
| | that ſpeech of Saint /amer ve- James 4.2, 

; [rified, which hee vſcth againſt | 
ſome that ſecke for eemporall 
riches : Tee luſt andhiuenot, ye 
enuy others, ye dejire immoderate- 

ty, and cannot obtaine.ze foke and 
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| warre, andget nothing , becauſe 
| yee asbe not. Then to thoſe that 
| aske hee ſaith : Tee aske and re- 
| ceiue not, becauſe zee asbe amiſſe, 
| that 50u might lay the ſame out 
| 7 pon your pleaſures, 
So in ſeeking for heavenly 

; riches many luſt, and haue nor, 
| and no body doth pittic their 
' longing, becauſe they arc not 
| with child trauailing, nor tra- 
| uailing in paine to bee deliue- 
| red as the true Church doth. 

Againe, they cnuic the gifts 
of other men, they deſire im- 
| moderately, they would atraine 
to great matters, but they can- 
| not obratne, they ſtrive and 
kcepe a ſtirre and get nothing, 
becaulc they aske not. 

And when they aske, they rc- 
cciue not becauſe they aske a- 
miſſe, to fpend their know- 


ledgeand their learning, and 
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their vtterance in maintaining 
of contentions, and quarrells, 
and in defending of ſuperſtiri- 
ons, and finne, and in per- 
uerting the ſtraight way of the 
Lord; and all at their owne 
pleaſure , bur nothing to the 
glory of God, orto the good 
'of Gods Church. 

| Now it is well,if our pouer- 
ty commeth not for want of 
diligence and painefullneſle, 
but then God may curſe our 
vnſanfified affections, and his 
gifts that he gaue vs may bee 


[to the 1fraclites . and the wic- 
''ked may periſh with all their 
'|knowledge and excellent gra- 


[ces , for want of Gods grace, 
| as the ewes died with the meat 
| in their mouthes, for want of 
Gods bleſſing : and this may 
likewiſe furtice for the mat- 
cer 
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ter of Spirituall pouerty. 
Now further ( to encreaſe 
the payne ) beſides pouertie 
there commeth neceſſitic, to 
ſhew that the time will come, 
when the Sluggard ſhall bee 
glad of that which bcfore hee 
deſpiſed and caſt away , and 
ſhall nor ger it; like the rich 
g'\utton, who while hee lived 
amongſt his delicates, ſcorned 
to drinke water, yea perhaps 
VW ire cxcept it were the beſt, 
bur being wa hell, bee called for 
watcr , yea but fora droppe of 
wter, and could not get it. Or 
as the proaigal! child, who was 
at laſt glad of Pcaſe-hulles a- 
mongſt rhe ſwine , when in his 
fulnefle hee ſcorned bread. 


And ſois it in ſpiritual ne-| | 


ceſſhitie, the rime will come 
when many will bee glad to 
heare the meaneſt of thoſe Ser- 

mons, 
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mons, and Inftructions, and 
Bookes which now they neg- 
le&, and loathe, and cenſure at 
their pleaſure, and will thinke 
themſclues bappie too, if they 
may haue but a droppe of thar 
water to drinke, which not 
they powre downe the ſtreeres 
and chanels, for God muſt 
needes bee renenged of ſuch 
horrible contemprs. 

Now for the manner of this 
iuadgement, 1t is very fearefull, 
for itis (aid in my text, firſt, 
chat it ſhall come vpon him as 
one that trauelleth by the way, 
which meeterh with a thiefe on 
a ſuddaine , before hec looked 
for his comming. 

As it hath fallen out with 
many dealers and occupiers in 
the world, who for want of dr 
ligence, and carefull circum- 
ſpection, haue gone on ſtill, as 


it 


/ 
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if they were 0n a journey , and 
ſuddenly have beene ouerra- 
ken with pouertie, and fer vpon 
by neceſſitic before they haue 
beene aware z and whereas they 
were taken before, to bee in ve- 
ry good caſc, it hath becne 
found, that when cuery man 
hath raken his ſhare, they hauc 
beene left very poore and na- 
ked. And ſo ſhall Gods grace 
waftc in vs too, one after ano- 
ther,ifwe ſuffer them to die in 
vs for want of renewing, and 


continuall repairing : And at| 


laſt when-wee thinke to hauc 
moſt vie of them,our Faith will 
be gone, and turned into infide- 
lity ; our Repenrance ſhall bee 
rurned mto impenitency and 
hardnefle of heart, our Zeale 
will be blaſted, and our Love 
wee ſhall hnde abated, and alſo 


| rooted vp, as if all the hogges 
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in the Towne had beene in our | 
garden, And then wee ſhall 
ſtand and doe nothing bur 
weepe for them, as Rachel wept 
for her children, and ſhall nor 
*| bee comforted becauſe they are 
not,nor cannot bee had ; or elſe 
we ſhall hardly know them, or 
take them againe; Nay , they 
will hardly know vs, or take vs 
azaine, we ſhall bee ſoaltered 
as if wee had runne away from 
our maſters, and lien long a- 
broad in ditches, or as though 
wee had becne newly taken out 
of our ſtinking graues, 

And laſtly, as this execution 
(hall bee ſuddenly ſerued vpen 
the Sluggard, ſo ſhall ir bee 
mightily aſſiſted with neceſh- 
ty, which ſhall come againſt 
him as an armed man ; ſo that 
no reſiſtance can be made. And | 
if the Sluggard then make any, | 
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it will nor ſeruc his turne,for be 
(hall be ſo ouer-matched, that 
hee ſhall not be able to recoucr 
himſelfe, till a new ſupply of 
ſtrength and grace come from 
God. And this point may ſerue 
notably ro overthrow the fol! 
of Papiſts, and ſecure Goſpel- 
lers, which thinke to command 
God, and to repent when they 
liſt,or beleeue,or heare,or worke 
when they liſt. No, no, well 
mayeſt thou ſtriue, bur it ſhall 
bee againſt an armed man, and 
thy ſelfe naked : Yea,thou muſt 
then yceld and confefle thy fol- 
ly in ſpite of thy teeth. 

The Sluggards are of kin- 
red to 1ſachar, who ſeeing caſe 
to bee good and the land plea- 
ſane, becauſe ſecure and care- 
lefſe ; and like a ſtrong aſle cou- 
ching downe betweene diuers 
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' Sluggards are like aſſes, which | 
haue ſome firength indeede, 

but all their ſtrength is in cou- | 
ching downe, but not 1n riſing | 
vp: When hee goeth to ſleepe, 

and betakes himſelfe to idle- | 
neſſe, and flothfulneſſe, hee | 
ſhall find himſelfe ſtrong e- ' 
nough , but when hee thinketh 
toriſe vp toworke,and to make 
reſiſtance againſt pouertie and | 
[neceſſitie, the Lords ſergeants, 
(ſent to arreſt him; hee ſhall : 
then finde himſelfe weake e- | 
[nough , and roo weake, For as 
|; the drunkard drinketh till hee 
|| hath drunke all the money our 
of his purſe,and all the wit out 
of his head , and all goodnefle 
' out of h1s heart, that there 15 no 
difference betweene him and 
| the beaſt, except ir bee in this : 


- — 


| That the beaſt can por and 
| keepe his way , which the drun- 
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kard cannot doe : So the Slug- 
gard fleepeth in all ſecuritie, 
and neglecterh all his buſines, || 
and purs off all care, for doing 
of all his duties, vntill he hath 
ſlept all thrift out of his ſhop, 
and all his friends out of his | 
companie, and all Gods graces | 
out of his heart, andall com- | 
fort oat of his ſoule, and all 
ſtrength out of bis body , and 
all conſcicace out of his dea- | 
ling, till his ſtocke bee {pent, 
and his occupying decayed,and 
his cuſtomers gone, and Golds 
Spirit gone, and all bee gone : | | 
And till nothing bee lett but | | 
feare, and ſhame, with pouer- | | 
tie, and penuric, and a bare| | 
head, and feeble ſhoulders to | 
beare off the blowes. And ina 
word, till there bee no diffe- 
rence betweene him and the 
afſe, except it bee in this : That 
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the afle can riſe againe when he 
is downe, which the Sluggard 
cannot doe : For his pouertie is 
come tike one that trauelleth by 
the way, and his neceſſitie us ſet 
<pon him luke qn armed man, 
And thus Mie you heard the 
Slug gard Ronſed. If it hath row- 
ſed any of vs, let vs thanke 
God for it : If ithath nor, let 
vs pray that it may ; and when 
wee are gone, let vs take heede 
wee fall not aſleepe againe, 
leaſt a worſe thing hap- 
0 Pen VATO vS. 
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